ULS

THE UNIVERSAL LAW SOCIETY

Workbook

Degree Level One

From the

 Institute of Applied Metaphysics

Where one comes to KNOW

Copyright (2023 Seventh Edition by the Institute of Applied Metaphysics

2022 Sixth Edition

2021 Fifth Edition

  2011 Fourth Edition

2010 Third Edition

All rights reserved.  Any part of this workbook may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, only with permission in writing from the publisher.

This Workbook is published by IAMPress, Inc. for and on behalf of the Institute of Applied Metaphysics.

Contents

Introduction

The Syllabus: Essays and Books

Section One – Essays from Renford Revelations Volume I, II, III and IV by Renford
1 ) The Ultimate Master – Renford Revelations – Volume  II 
2) Duality – Renford Revelations – Volume IV 
3) The Gospel – Renford Revelations – Volume II
4) How We Got Our Bible – Renford Revelations – Volume IV
5) Attitude – Renford Revelations – Volume II
6) Biotechnology and the Fields of Knowledge –Renford Revelations – Volume IV 
7)  Leadership – Renford Revelations – Volume IV
8) Ethics-Religion-Universal Laws – Renford Revelations – Volume IV
Section Two – The Texts – Most of the texts are by Renford
ULS 101 Workbook for The Universal Law Society – The ULS Workbook 

ULS 102 Introduction to the Universal Laws / Text – The Searcher’s Roadmap 
ULS 103 Practical Metaphysics / Text – The Rules of the Game 
ULS 104 Identification and Verification / Text – The House That Namuh Built 
ULS 105 The Church of Revelation / Text – The COR Document 
ULS 106 The Unity Movement / Text – The Unity Principles 

ULS 107 Commentary / Text – Renford Revelations Volume One 

ULS 108 Yoga  / Text – The Tibetan Rites – Dr.Elle McDonald PhD.
ULS 109 The Masters’ Teachings – The Core Teachings 

ULS 110 Universal Laws in the Parables – The Revealer 

ULS 111 Teachers of the Universal Laws – Contemporary Revealers 

ULS 112 Guide to the Universal Laws – The Four Pillars 
ULS Thesis

ULS Registration Form

Meditations and Prayers – from In Search of Self by Renford

David’s Affirmation

The Affirmation of Jesus

The Renford Affirmation

The Great Acceptance

The Process of Harmony

Introduction

Until 1994, the Renford Books were not published in the traditional sense.  They were available for students in manuscript form and were circulated from friend to friend.  All of the books are now in e-book form and are being recorded as audio books.  Anyone may buy and read a Renford Book, one of the essays or one of the selected texts, and be on the path to completing the first-degree level.  It is possible that a student may have already completed part of the requirements before registration.

The degree levels constitute the basis of certification we offer.  The first level is the introduction of the Universal Laws, which are found in this Workbook. The second level of the Institute directs the student’s focus to manifestation and acceptance of the Universal Laws in our lives.  It deals with what understanding, or lack of understanding, of the Universal Laws means for us today. It includes practical application of what you have come to understand.  Only through applied metaphysics is there real knowing and value. The third level is a comprehensive and comparative study of ancient texts. In the first level the objective is to assist students in establishing personal harmony with the Universal Laws.

The ULS (first level) utilizes twelve books, including the workbook with eight essays.  Selected works by authors of note and elective classes are also available.  These books and workbooks are required reading and there is an extensive list of source material.  The elective courses at this level are of an introductory nature.  Further studies require a classroom or direct contact with a teacher.

The lesson questions are educational in themselves.  In other words, the reader can glean new insight on the subject matter from the questions because they are not designed to test memory.  They reinforce the learning process.  The glossaries in each book are extensive and very important. They should be studied in conjunction with the text in order to gain full benefit from the texts.

The required books and a synopsis of each that make up the ULS are listed below.  Electives are listed in a special catalogue with a notation indicating to which level they belong.

This workbook contains eight essays. It also includes the lesson questions for these essays and all the books in the ULS. When the ULS Workbook is purchased, you have essentially registered for the first level of study and are a candidate for graduation from the first level of the Institute. When you complete an essay or a book, you can go directly to the Lesson questions.  You need only answer the questions and send them in.  You do not have to send any part of the Workbook. You do not have to wait for a class to form or a session to begin. 

A Counselor facilitates each of your steps through the program.  The results of your lesson questions will be reviewed and will possibly be the subject of serious conversations.  You may ask questions at any time by phone, mail, or e-mail. Once completed, you may wish to pursue the process of Self-discovery in any number of ways.  This may include the healing arts, teaching or the ministry.  No matter what steps you decide to take, you will be doing so with a better understanding of the Laws of Life.  It is much easier to stay in the game if you know the rules.  It is your life and your purpose that you are working on.  This is your course of Self-discovery.

You are welcome to take as long as you like and analyze until your heart and mind are content.  We are in no hurry.  We want to help, not convince, sell or convert you.  You can read lessons, answer the questions and get out of the lessons what you can.  The Universal Law of Giving states that if you want to receive, you must first give.  In other words, you get out of the study program what you put into it.  If you give minimal effort at understanding, you will derive minimal benefit from the Institute.

Most of us have participated in and benefited by various meditations and personal development programs. Many people talk about the various paths they have taken in this process of Self-discovery. They may take a number of different approaches but there are certain essentials from which one must draw.  It may be called the Middle Way, The Tao or The Truth and the Life, but it begins with the process of coming to know who we are and proceeds through the process of identifying and verifying the Universal Laws in our life experiences. It requires observation of others and ourselves and is further developed intuitively through meditation.

It can be very important whom you choose to work with because even metaphysical and esoteric schools still teach various degrees of dualism.  The system and teacher you work with must be suitable for you.  It has to be one you can live with and benefit by. Your life is your path.  You are creating a work of art that is your learning process on earth.  You are, in the final analysis, totally responsible for what you manifest. You are the creator of your own work of art – your life.  We are ready, willing and able to assist.  Welcome to the Institute of Applied Metaphysics.

The Registration Fee for all students is $27.00, which is the price of this Workbook.  The tuition and payment plans are listed below.  The Prepayment Plan includes all the required texts in e-book form. The student discount for hard copies is 20%. It also includes all lesson questions for each level and admission to most online seminars and workshops being conducted pertaining to the Renford Books.  Upon completion of the ULS level, membership in the Universal Law Society is awarded as well as the designation of Certified Teacher of the first level courses.  Ordination by The Church of Revelation is available for graduates at each level.  The first level ordination is as Minister – Teacher, the second is Master Teacher and the third is Doctor – Metaphysician.

The texts at each level present a world of material in the simplest manner possible, expecting no results or benefits other than the fulfillment of the Universal Law of Giving. When you are ready to proceed, please complete the Enrollment/Purchase Order included in the Registration and Financial Arrangements section.  

The Syllabus

The student can begin anywhere.  Some discover the Institute due to an essay or a book, and still others are attracted to a particular teacher.  The essays are provided without charge and are often included in newsletters and promotional material. One can commence the work simply by reading an essay and answering the questions. The student is then a registered student whether enrolled or not, and whether or not they have arranged fees or purchased books.

This study specifically pertains to the Universal Laws and is for human evolution and unfoldment.  These are the central truths originating with Universal Being and revealed by the Great Masters. This course of study emphasizes that these Universal Truths taught by the Great Masters are essentially the same because they are the very Laws of Life.

Section One
1) The Ultimate Master – Renford 

This essay deals with three questions: A) Why put so much emphasis on the Universal Laws?  B) What are the characteristics of a Master? and C) Who is the Ultimate Master?

2) Duality – Renford
Defines and clarifies duality in this essay because it is often confused with other words such as polarity. The question is answered as to why the concept of duality is so dangerous for the world and such a hindrance to the process of self-discovery.

3) The Gospel – Renford 
Study of the Gospel (good news) according to Jesus as opposed to the gospel as developed by the Apostle Paul and the apostolic line of the Church.

4) How We Got Our Bible – Renford

Looks at the historical events leading to the canonization process (the official selection of certain books by a certain segment of Christendom), and the politics involved.

5) Attitude - Renford

Deals with the origin of our attitudes and how we develop the attitudes with which we face the world.  What is the result of the attitudes we possess?  Attitudes determine action.  If the attitudes we possess consist of fear based destructive thinking, the action emanating from the attitude will be destructive.

6) Biotechnology – Renford 

Covers the fields of knowledge and the problems arising from the refusal by many to recognize that any but the fourth field exists.  To illustrate this point the mindset of many Scientists with regard to Biotechnology is used.

7) Leadership – Renford 

Covers the single most important attitude that a leader must have to be successful.  It goes beyond the traditional attributes to the very core or purpose of a leader.

8) Ethics-Religion-Universal Laws – Renford 
Addresses relation between ethics and the recognized players that help create ethics is discussed.  What is the basis of ethics and what causes the ethics of a group to be weak?  All are discussed in this essay.

Texts

1) ULS 101 Introduction to the ULS – The ULS Workbook – Renford

The Workbook includes nine essays and all the lesson questions to both essays and texts. It is also an introduction to the first level of study.

2) ULS 102 Introduction to the Universal Laws – The Searcher’s Roadmap – Renford
The Searcher’s Roadmap is available free on the home page at www.IAM-COR.org.  It is an introduction to the Universal Laws, The Renford Books and The Institute of Applied Metaphysics. 
3) ULS 103 Practical Metaphysics – The Rules of the Game – Renford

The Rules of the Game introduces the Universal Laws in the simplest manner possible.  It is not an in-depth study, but provides a basis for understanding of the Laws and the Renford Books.  It is analogous to the game of football and the quotes illustrate that even on the simplest everyday matters of life, the Universal Laws are in play.

4) ULS 104 Identification and Verification – The House That Namuh Built – Renford

The creation of meaningful allegories, in fact, the writing of allegories, is an art form that some think is disappearing.  When you find a good allegory expressing a Universal Principle, it can have a powerful effect on your life.  The House That Namuh Built is about first a man, and then a whole people who begin on the path of Self-discovery.  Again, it is about the Universal Laws, the invariant facts of life, upon which we can base our understanding for Self-discovery.

5) ULS 105  The Church of Revelation – The COR Document – Renford 
The COR Document was created to explain the reasoning behind the establishment of the Church of Revelation.  It has a unique purpose as well as structure designed to be politics free with a focus totally on the individual.

6) ULS 106 The Unity Movement and New Thought  - The Unity Principles – Renford.  This book is based upon quotes of Dr. Emily Cady and Charles Fillmore with regard to the Universal Laws. It points out that these teachers taught the all 13 of the Universal Laws and not just the 5 Unity Principles that they are known for espousing.

7) ULS 107 Commentary – Ranford Revelations Volume One – Renford – This book consist of a collection of 52 blogs, articles and essays. The Renford Revelations originally were posted on www.IAM-COR.org and delivered weekly on Radio by Renford.
9) ULS 108 – The Tibetan Rites – Dr. Elle McDonald 

This is a basic introduction course in Yoga based on the reported disciplines of Tibetan monks.

10) ULS 109 – In the words of the Masters – The Core Teachings - Renford

This book may be read like a regular book or you can choose any one of the Universal Laws and follow the definitions in the words of the Masters all the way through the book.
11) ULS 110– Universal Laws in the Parables – The Revealer – Renford

This book is specifically about which Universal Laws are being taught and illustrated by Jesus in the parables.

12) ULS 111 – Teachers of the Universal Laws over the last 100 years – Contemporary Revealers – Renford – These teachers revealed varying numbers of the Universal Laws but their definitions and explanations provides a variety of perspectives.

13) ULS 112  – The Four Pillars – Renford – This book aids with the process of identification, verification, observation and meditation. It is a guide to the process by examining our own life experiences
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Essay 1 – The Ultimate Master

My intent in this essay is to communicate to you one of the most important lessons of life.  I am posing and answering three main questions.  These are the same questions I asked myself more than 40 years ago.  They are the same questions my students have asked many times.  I will answer each as I have come to understand from my life experiences and from contemplative meditation. I view this process as revelation.

1) Why put so much emphasis on the Universal Laws as the basis of study?  Why is Self-awareness so important?

2) What are the characteristics of a Master?  How can we recognize one? Why is it important to know whether one is a Master or not?

3) Who is the Ultimate Master?  Is a Master alive or transcended? Is there such a thing as an Ultimate Master?  How do I find one?

Why put so much emphasis on the Universal Laws as the basis of study?

In The Mysteries Revealed, the first chapter is entitled, “The Basis of the Study”.  This is because the Universal Laws are the basis of any study of Self.  I have come to understand these principles to be the basis of the First Field of Knowledge, which is awareness of Self.  Without understanding of the First Field, there is little chance of understanding the Second Field (knowledge of others) or the Third Field (knowledge of how others see you.)  Finally, the Fourth Field (knowledge of the manifested world about us) is the only one most people recognize as scientific or provable.  We can advance to great lengths in science and technology, but without understanding of the First Field, the Fourth Field could destroy us. So, the study of the Universal Laws and the process of identifying and verifying them in our life experiences is the most important study we could possibly undertake.

Since all evidence from the Masters indicates the eternal nature of an infinite being, we cannot really talk about a beginning for God, or even for us human beings who live, move and have our being in God. We can find scripture that tries to describe a point in time before time began as is the case in Proverbs 8:22.  The writer tells us the rules of the game of life had to exist first.  Without the Universal Laws, there could have been no game of life.  The rules are the Divine Self-expression.  They had to exist before there was matter or life of any kind except the eternal life of Universal Being.  They are, in fact, aspects of God we can understand to some degree by understanding our own life experiences. With this in mind, let us read the passage.

"The Lord begot me, the first born of his ways, the forerunner of his prodigies of long ago; From of old I was poured forth, at the first, before the earth, When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no fountains or springs of water; Before the mountains were settled into place before the hills, I was brought forth; While as yet the earth and the fields were not made, nor the forest clouds of the world.  When he established the heavens I was there, when he marked out the vault over the face of the deep; When he made firm the skies above, when he fixed fast the foundations of the earth; When he set for the sea its limit, so that the waters should not transgress his command; Then was I beside him as his craftsman, and I was his delight day by day, Playing before him all the while, playing on the surface of his earth; and I found delight in the sons of men."

Fundamentalist Christians are quick to say this verse is talking about Jesus. I maintain that every time Jesus told a story, answered a question or took any kind of action, he was illustrating and explaining the Universal Laws. I see correspondence between this verse and the following verse:  John 1:1-5  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came to be through him and without him nothing came to be.  What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  If the Word became flesh, what would you expect the Word (Universal Laws) to talk about but aspects of God, the Divine Self-expression?

Who is the Ultimate Master?

Where do we go in our search for the ultimate Master? Do we seek the Master in India, Tibet or China?  Do we have to go to Jerusalem to find holy ground good enough to support a Master?  Every Great Master has told us essentially the same thing.  It is always to look within for our answers.  Lao Tzu said, “Do not go about worshipping deities and religious institutions as the source of the subtle truth.  To do so is to place intermediaries between yourself and the divine, and to make of yourself a beggar who looks outside for a treasure that is hidden inside his own breast.  If you want to worship the Tao, first discover it in your own heart.  Then your worship will be meaningful.”

Do we seek the Master among our friends?  I have often thought how much like a Master a good friend is.  The words and actions of the Masters we can see reflected in the words and actions of our closest friends. True friends love us, and their words and actions are expressions of love.  Special relationships are formed when the Law of Attraction has drawn us to certain people.  If separated, we often miss them acutely. Sometimes we do not recognize them or value them at the time, but because we are evolving and unfolding, we become aware of our real Self and who they are.

We are around them daily.  We seek their advice.  We spend time with them in play, study and in silence. We value their opinions and expect more from them than we do from anyone else.  We respond to them, as we will to no others.  There is in the relationship the inflowing and out-flowing of love.  We may argue with them and we might not want to hear their criticism of us, but these people bear a strong resemblance to Masters even if they know very little by comparison.  What they are doing is living the love.

How can we go looking for the Ultimate Master until we know where we are on the path?  Try using the software on a computer to determine the best possible route to a city in California without programming where you are. It cannot work on that basis.  Likewise, it often leads us to great disappointment and pain when we attempt to determine what we want without considering why we think we want something or why we are discontent.  It is in knowing who and what we are that the determination of what we want becomes powerful.  There is an additional factor that must be considered. We do not want a brain surgeon when we only have a cold.  The teacher should fit the position in which we find ourselves.

I came across the following quote in Hua Hu Ching, the Unknown  Teachings of Lao Tzu.  He is the Master best known as the author of The Tao Teh Ching.  His insights concerning the attributes of a Master is what one might expect from a Master.

“The world is full of half-enlightened masters. Overly clever, too ‘sensitive’ to live in the real world, they surround themselves with selfish pleasures and bestow their grandiose teachings upon the unwary. Prematurely publicizing themselves, intent upon reaching some spiritual climax, they constantly sacrifice the truth and deviate from the Tao. What they really offer the world is their own Confusion.

The true Master understands that enlightenment is not the end, but the means. Realizing that virtue is her goal, she accepts the long and often arduous cultivation that is necessary to attain it. She doesn’t scheme to become a leader, but quietly shoulders whatever responsibilities fall to her.

Unattached to her accomplishments, taking credit for nothing at all, she guides the whole world by guiding the individuals who come to her. She shares her divine energy with her students, encouraging them, creating trials to strengthen them, scolding them to awaken them, directing the streams of their lives toward the infinite ocean of The Tao.

If you aspire to this sort of mastery, then root yourself in the Tao. Relinquish your negative habits and attitudes. Strengthen your sincerity. Live in the real world, and extend your virtue to it without discrimination in the daily round. Be the truest father or mother, the truest brother or sister, the truest friend, and the truest disciple. Humbly respect and serve your teacher, and dedicate your entire being unwaveringly to self-cultivation. Then you will surely achieve self-mastery and be able to help others in doing the same.

Dr. Emily Cady so impressed Charles and Myrtle Fillmore that she was asked to write for them.  Her articles appeared in Unity publications  She is very clear with regard to recognizing the Ultimate Master. She writes, “Books and lectures are good, teachers are good, but you must learn for yourself that Christ, the Son of God, lives in you, that He within you is your light and life and all.  When you have once grasped this beyond a doubt with the intellect, you cease looking to teachers to bring you spiritual insight.”

Dr. Emily Cady, author of Lessons in Truth writes, “Each man must come to a time when he no longer seeks external helps, when he knows that the inner revelation of “my Lord and my God” to his consciousness can come to him only through an indwelling power that has been there all the time, waiting with infinite longing and patience to reveal the Father to the child.”  She goes on to say, “This revelation will never come through the intellect of man to the consciousness, but must ever come through the intuitional to the intellect as a manifestation of Spirit to man.”  Finally she is very specific about this process when she says, “Intuition and intellect are meant to travel together, intuition always holding the reins to guide intellect.”  Intuition and intellect are two sides of the same coin, always part and parcel of the same process.  Remember, while each of the twelve apostles represented an innate power, Jesus represented the intuitive.

Within “new thought“ rushing from one point in the world to another to see or hear another perceived master has reached faddish proportions.  Teachers are coming through constantly, and many have good points to make.  Many new books are published every year and within them can be found great truths, though most are truths we know.  They may be presented differently, and they may serve the purpose of reminding us of something we have forgotten.

Those leaders of lesser light, while being powerful teachers, did not understand that intellect and intuition go hand in hand.  They also did not recognize, and could not harmonize, between faith and knowledge.  We have allowed them to define certain terms without coming to know the whole truth.  We have accepted half-truths to our detriment.  We have talked about how faith and knowledge are two sides of the same coin while most Christian Churches speak of faith as if it is something far above knowledge and capable of existing out there in some kind of vacuum.  I have noted that we can have all the faith in the world, but if that faith is based on what someone else knows it has little value for us.  On the other hand, we can have all the knowledge in the world, but without the faith to act on it, there is little value.  The same is true of reason and intuition.

All of the above has been written to lay the foundation for this summary with regard to the three main questions I posed in the beginning.  The need for emphasis on the Universal Laws is because only through the identification and verification of the Laws in our life experiences can we know anything of ourselves.  This is necessary for us to have any meaningful concept of God.  Only in this process can we know what a Master is and recognize one who is not.  It is then we must exercise our power of renunciation.  We can allow no one to come between our intellect and our intuition, our consciousness and our IAM Consciousness.  We begin with observation of Self, and through introspection and intuition recognize the Ultimate Master, the IAM Consciousness within.

What are the Characteristics of a Master?

In the world of an open seeker, there may be a number of teachers with whom he has contact.  All may have some knowledge and understanding, and some may be Master Teachers.  We see these teachers as avenues to transcendence, nirvana, enlightenment or heaven.  We are looking outside of ourselves.

Jesus was a perfect example because he was a human being and not some kind of automaton who could not make a mistake and had no humanity.  Everything he said and did was an example of what a Master is and should be as opposed to a recluse on the mountain or a hermit in an ashram. He lived in the midst of life. There are others we can look to for marvelous examples of mastership, but this does not mean we will enter into speculation on anything to do with faith, and we will not equate any one of them with another. 
What is evident among those who have begun work on Self and are aware of the process of unfolding into the light, is some degree of confusion as to what steps to take.  “When the student is ready the Master will appear” is a saying familiar to all students on the path, yet we push in our urgency to grasp this thing called enlightenment, awareness or Holy Spirit.  In grasping for enlightenment as some sort of “thing”, even it can become an attachment and an obstruction.  On occasion, I have heard the impatience in the voice of students, “We want enlightenment, and we want it now.” They were not realizing the only thing holding it was their own inability to increase their capacity to receive.  Remember, the Law of Adequatio states you cannot pour a 5-gallon container of water into a quart jar.  You can, but all except for 1 quart will end up on the ground.

In the Far East, there is the tradition of student – Master relationships on the path to enlightenment.  Among adherents to some eastern philosophies, this custom has been transmitted to the West, but we really have no such tradition here. I am referring to the tradition of finding a teacher and remaining his student for an extended period of time.  Some traditions are far more sinister.  Many blindly follow charismatic spiritual leaders without thinking for themselves or taking responsibility for ourselves.  We have ample cases as in Jim Jones, David Koresh and many infamous men of the cloth who led their followers to disaster.

In the sense of the word “Master” as used in the East, there is much confusion in the West.  It is a subjective determination made by each student with regard to a teacher. It is like the saying, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”  There are many teachers and writers who have a contribution to make. For those beginning on the path of self-awareness, almost any of them would be considered a Master because of where the student is.  In other words, it is a matter of perspective.

When I went to the dictionary for a definition of the word “master”, I found this one word took up half of a column page.  There were many derivatives such as masterful, masterly and mastermind, all of these indicating reference to one who knows all about something, one who has control of people or things, a respected teacher and a person with very great skills.  I thought it was interesting that it is also the name given to a boy who is not old enough to be called Mister!  It reminded me of how much Jesus stressed the necessary quality of humility.  It also reminded me of the words, “He has taken it from the proud and given it unto babes.”

We hear the term Guru, Swami, Avatar, Perfect Master (living) and Ascended Master.  These titles and descriptions all run together when the simple word “Teacher” would be quite sufficient and is obviously preferred by Masters such as Jesus.  A Guru is an influential and revered teacher in the Hindu tradition.  A Swami is also a religious teacher in the Hindu tradition, but an Avatar, as explained by devotees, is much more.  An Avatar is considered “deity”, which has descended to earth in an incarnation as depicted in the story of Jesus.  Each human being has the indwelling of God, the IAM Consciousness, which when awakened, is deity.  When one claims to be the returned Christ or Deity, he is obviously ignorant of the fact Christ never left, that the Holy Spirit (Christ’s Spirit), remained in man to be remembered and awakened.  Each time an individual awakens to the IAM Consciousness; there is the return of the Christ.

Masters of the Far East are attributed with powers that go beyond what most Westerners understand as possible. What most human beings might consider miracles are just Laws of which they are unaware.  Some Masters are said to have been here for hundreds of years, but most of us cling to the traditions of such Masters as Jesus and Buddha.  There are traditions still today that insist the seeker of enlightenment must find a living – perfect Master in order to make quantum leaps in understanding.

I have had teachers I did not at the time recognize as Masters, but have since come to the realization that the characteristics of a Master were present.  I had to progress in understanding before I could recognize this truth.  In the past few years, I have been present when individuals were presented as Masters or who have been designated as Masters by their Masters, but we know who and where the Ultimate Master resides.

I suggest to you, since most of us have come from a background in the Christian tradition, it might be advantageous to look at Jesus’ words and actions with regard to this subject.  Jesus, it was noted, taught as one with authority and not as a scribe.  He said, “By their fruits you will know them.”  This is true regardless of whether one is speaking of a rogue or a Master.  The following notes are my observations with regard to the question.

1) A Master Teacher does not refer to himself as an ascended or Perfect Master and is unlikely to allow his students and devotees to refer to him as such.  The student may refer to his teacher as his Master.

2) The Master of a physical, mental and spiritual discipline such as Tai Chi has a verifiable system of establishing Mastership.  The Spiritual Master will depend on no such physical proof other than “By their fruits you will know them.”  On occasion Jesus would not allow his disciples to even tell of his miracles.  Still, there were times he would say, “Tell them of the things you witness.”  Certainly in the story of the temptations of Christ, he rejected the sensational approach.

3) When you come in contact with a Master, your life will change.  The change can be so great as to assume drastic proportions.  This change may be immediate and for the better or it may seem initially to be a turn for the worse.  This will depend on where you are and what work you need to do in preparation for your new challenge.

4) A Master will help you draw truth from your own inner knowledge.  His lessons will be designed for you to help this unfoldment.  He will answer your questions in such a way that the truth you seek will spring forth as you are ready to receive.

5) The saying is, “When the student is ready the Master will appear.”  In other words, the proverbial seeker is only an individual preparing the expansion of his Self to receive. (Adequatio)

6) A Master is not quick to display wonders, miracles or sensational performances.  Jesus, for instance, rejected the idea of sensational displays such as jumping off the temple because he would then have to do it constantly.  Always there would be someone there the next day who had not been there for the last display.  Jesus was quite particular about the performance of miracles.

7) A Master is not involved in politics and government but will provide guidance to politicians when they sincerely request assistance.

8) A Master may have wealth or completely ignore personal needs, but on no occasion does money or comfort come before or between the student and the Master.  Money is a unit of production and will be in evidence because of productivity.  It is never an end in itself.

9) A Master will not attempt to cram knowledge down a student’s throat though he may, motivate and severely test the student.  There is no force-feeding.  The student must have made room and be a willing receiver.

10) A Master will reason with a student and spend hours in instruction.  He will not lose patience with the student, but neither will he throw pearls of wisdom to be trod on by the student.

11) A Master will help the student who is willing to come to realization of the eternal nature of his Being and thus begin the process of banishing fear.  This will change the student’s perspective so greatly as to be the equivalent of scales falling from the student’s eyes.

12) A Master will bring the student, if he is willing, to the realization of the Absolute Unity of all.  He will establish the presence of Universal Being as a fact in the heart of the student, and once this expansion or opening for Inner Being is accomplished, this door cannot be closed.

13) A Master will help the student realize all proper power is within the student himself. Through a Master, the student will come to know that he already has the power to have all he may have pleaded for in prayer, and the requirement is only harmony with the Universal Laws.

14) A Master will bring the student to an  understanding of the relation between faith and knowledge.  The student learns he is part of the same process and that neither faith nor knowledge is effective alone.  They are two sides of the same coin.

15) A Master lives in the abundance and will work with a student in abundance.  Shortages and deprivation are not the way of a Master.  The student will become aware that only he creates shortages.

16) A Master does not allow the end to justify the means but always lives in the present and in the eternal process.

17) A Master does not crush the curiosity of a student under his heel with prohibitions but allows the student to learn from his experiences.  He will not compete for the affections and loyalty of a student.  If the student is at a place in his life that leads him away from the Master, the Master knows the student is not ready.  The Master remains available to the student.

18) A Master does not measure success in brick and mortar but neither does he disdain facilities that benefit his students.

19) A Master does not bring enlightenment in a neat package while the student sleeps, and he awakens the student from sleep.  To do otherwise would be comparable to helping the caterpillar in its evolution and unfoldment and thus crippling its effort to fly.  This does not mean a Master never comes to a sleeping student.  It means when the student is ready, the Master is there to help the student see what he must do.  The student has to do the work.

20) A Master creates teachers because the process of learning requires teaching.  One begins to learn when one teaches.  The saying is, “The learning is in the teaching and the teaching in the learning”. Another saying is, “To teach is to learn twice.”

21) A Master does not prey upon students for their material wealth nor is there a requirement to gift the Master or any organization established by the Master.  Only when the Master Jesus saw that the young man’s wealth was his one stumbling block did he tell him to sell all he had and give it to the poor.  He didn’t say sell all you have and contribute to my cause.

22) A Master knows all is order in the Universe, and he encourages order in the life of a student.  He does not seek to control.  His joy is in the student’s mastering of Self.

23) A Master does not seek to impress for self-aggrandizement but to raise the student’s level of consciousness.  For this purpose, a Master might go to almost any length.

24) A Master knows his primary purpose and that of his student.  He in no way will be diverted from his purpose but will allow his student to make his own decisions.

25) A Master gives to the extent a student is capable of receiving, and he receives from the student to the degree the student can give.

26) A Master lives and teaches in the light of love. With love, he constructs all his instruction so as to cloak the student in an unbreakable bond with Universal Being.

27) A Master is drawn to a student and draws students.  He is a gift from God to the student, and the student is a gift of God to the Master.

28) A Master knows the web of destiny that has brought him to and binds him with the student, but he will not make the student dependent.  He will instill in the student responsibility for his own actions.

29) A Master leads the student into a very different view of his life.  Each individual is in his own space, has some sense of his place, and is moving at his own pace. 

The Ultimate Master

Lesson Questions (True or False)

1) The Universal Laws are the basis of any study of Self.

2) There are 3 primary fields of knowledge.

3) The fourth field of knowledge is the only one most people recognize as scientific or provable.

4) Proverbs 8:22 begins what can only be described as a prophecy of Jesus.

5) Because Jesus was not really human but really God, he was like an automaton.

6) When the student is ready, the Master will appear.

7) The best attitude to have is expressed as: we want enlightenment, and we want it now.

8) The Law of Adequaito states that you cannot pour a quart of unpurified water into a five-gallon jug of holy water.

9) The word “Master” is only used in reference to a boy who is not old enough to be called Mister.

10) A guru is an influential and revered teacher in the Hindu tradition.

11) When one claims to be the returned Christ or Deity, he is obviously ignorant of the fact that Christ never left, that the Holy Spirit (Christ Spirit) remained in man to be remembered and awakened.

12) Sometimes the student must progress in understanding even to recognize his teacher for what he is.

13) Jesus said, “By their temperament you will know them.”

14) A Master is not quick to display wonders, miracles or sensational performances.

15) A Master will help the student who is willing to come to realization of the eternal nature of his Being and thus begin the process of banishing fear.

16) With a Master Teacher, the student that will become aware that only he creates shortages.

17) A Master will bring enlightenment in a neat package when he thinks the student is ready.

18) A Master does not create teachers because you have to know everything before you begin teaching anything.

19) Some Masters bring so much focus for their students an overload causes the kundalini to remain active.

20) Students must have an intermediary between themselves and their inner light or they could blow a fuse.

21) “Do not go about worshipping deities and religious institutions as the source of subtle truth.” This is a quote from Lao Tzu.

22) It is in knowing who and what we are that the determination of what we want becomes powerful.

23) From the Hua Hu Ching comes the quote, “The world is full of half-enlightened Masters.”

24) Emily Cady wrote, “Books and lectures are good, teachers are, but you must learn directly from a perfect living Master.

25) Only through the identification and verification of the Laws in our life experiences can we know anything of our true Self.
Essay 3  – From Renford Revelations – Volume Four 

Duality

The one concept above all others plagues human beings is duality. This has done so for all of recorded history.  It is a hidden enemy, created in wrong thought (relative consciousness), and fed by fear.  It has divided the world of man and has been the instrument of more death and destruction than all the terms we commonly use to describe evil. And yet the people of the world, as a whole, continue trapped in the same belief pattern.
What is this thing called “duality”? Virtually every Church and most of the religions of the world have propagated this idea in their doctrine.  Why is it such a pervasive idea, and why has it attracted such a following?  These and other questions about duality will be answered in this essay.
There are a number of words in the English language that are derived from, or have the same root as, the word “duality”.  For the most part, they are not pleasant words. Words such as duplicity: “deception by pretending to feel and act one way while acting another; Dualism: “having a double character or nature; dupe: to deceive or fool.  Even words like divisive: creating disunity and/or dissention, come from the same origin.  Words such as divorce: the complete legal breaking up of a marriage; Deviate: to turn aside from a course, standard or principle is from this source. Rev. Steele, in Poet Soul, notes that the word divided comes from “diakrino” meaning “separate, discriminate, to be at variance with oneself, of divided mind.” Even the word, divine, which we use in attempting to describe God, means to attempt to understand, implying that there is a state of separation existing between God and man.

While we are defining words, another definition we need to understand in this study of duality is the word “evil”.  There is no real definition for evil in the dictionary because, like love, truth and beauty, the term is abstract.  One definition given is “wicked”, but what does wicked mean? This word is also abstract. Another related definition is “sin”, but in biblical terms, sin means to miss the mark.  This is hardly an overpowering sinister force.  The dictionary says evil is a source of sorrow, but that is not a true definition.  That is a definition of the result of something called evil, not what evil is.  Another definition is “calamity”.  Again, this is the result of, and not a definition of, this thing called evil.

When dealing with abstract terms, human beings are unable to define them without bringing some person, place or thing into the definition.  Instead of actually describing beauty, we can say something is beautiful.  We can say, “This is a beautiful woman.”  “He is an honest and truthful person.”  “This is a good thing.”  We simply have no capability to deal with these abstract terms except by association.  The truest possible definition I have been able to come to of evil is – the perception of no light where there is light, or where the attempt is to block God, a futile enterprise. The concentration of destructive thinking, attitudes and actions might be described as evil. Another definition that has validity is “chaos in opposition to divine order”.  However, even “chaos in opposition to divine order” is rather abstract.  We know also that what appears to be chaos on the ground when the fury of a hurricane is viewed from above is actually seen to be the orderly process of natural forces, and we are dealing with subject matter of an infinite order.

Most theology is dualistic in nature.  Only a few Christian churches emphasize that there really is no competing power with God.  The Unity Movement has made its statement of belief in the “Absolute Unity of all” the linchpin of its positive affirmations. Their affirmation is “There is only one power and presence in the universe, God the good omnipotent, the everywhere present Principle of Absolute Good.”  Absolute Unity is the accepted principle in what is called “The New Thought Movement”. In virtually every other theology, the universe is a battleground between good and evil.  On the one side we have the Almighty God who created the heavens and the earth, and on the other side we have Satan, a fallen angel who reaches for and has an equal power status on earth.  In fact, he is depicted as having control of earth.  The world turns, and the battle rages for the souls of men.  Everything is defined in terms of good and evil.

To say that there is only one power and presence in the universe is not just a statement of adoration and praise to God.  It is a statement of principle.  It is a statement of the Universal Law of Absolute Unity.  When we say this, we are confirming that there is no other power but God.  We are in essence renouncing duality and the idea of a second power that can compete and war against God.  We are recognizing and affirming that evil and satanic forces are a creation of the intellect and a perversion of the reality of Absolute Unity.  One cannot deny that negative and fearful thinking is the cause of negative and fearful consequences.  Why?  Because all thought creates.  Thought will create constructively or destructively, but it always creates.  Our world, our lives are our creations.  What people refer to as evil might more accurately be seen as the destructive results of fearful, negative and wrong thought.  It comes from man’s intellect and creates the perceived barriers to God.  It instills in man the belief that there is a separation from God, which has never existed.  It cannot and could not be because God is in man and everywhere present. Absolute means ABSOLUTE.  If God is omnipresent, he is everywhere.  So what could be considered evil?  It can only be our perception of separation from God.  It has no reality in truth.

The eternal nature of being is exactly what it is called, “eternal”.  You do not have the birth of a soul, a good or bad life, and then experience hell or heaven for eternity.  Eternity not only means without end, it also means without beginning.  In other words, we have always been with God and will always be with God.  We experience in the body for purposes that only the IAM Consciousness knows.  It is this consciousness that directs us, and not the relative conscious we know as our ego or intellect. Only human intellect/ego, with its free will, can even conceive the concept of separation from God.  Man is the only entity that can come up with this idea! This separation from the Light of God is only in the imagination of the heart where the negative intellect, combined with emotion, strives in a darkness of its own making.

Satan or the devil, both commonly used names, is said to go to and fro seeking whom he may devour.  From being depicted in the Bible as the most beautiful of the angels, he is now commonly depicted as a beast.  The allegorical beast of Revelation was seven headed with ten diadems, but this is an allegory depicting the seven deadly sins.  The depictions of Satan or Lucifer we see on the movie screens range from a monster that looks like something out of the movie “Alien” to the cartoon-like red man with horns, a pitchfork and a long tail.  From being the Adversary created by God with a specific purpose, as evident in the Book of Job, he has become the leader of legions of demons and zombies.  Where God’s purpose allows free will and an avenue for man’s evolution and unfoldment through adversity, the modern and literalist adaptations of Revelation has imagined him as a power capable of combat with God.  He is one that holds sway on earth, and that God will eventually destroy after He has allowed millennia of destruction, horror and pain to plague mankind. The stage is set where God is the powerful force of the All Good and constructive forces.  He is the leader of legions of angels, warring against the forces of evil led by Satan and made up of fallen angels, demons and evil spirits.

The allegory of Satan as a fallen angel has its basis in principle. Man’s attempt to understand the abstract, again and again leads him to bring a principle/concept down to his level of understanding.  If we will allow ourselves to have ears to hear and eyes to see, we can know on a different level what this allegory means.  The Christ Consciousness is awareness.  What made Jesus different from those he sought to teach was that he was aware of the fact that there was no separation from God.  He said, “I and the Father are one.”  The Adversary called Satan is FEAR.  It is fear of the loss of individuality that is so frightening about death.  We want to preserve the ego/intellect.  The ego is defending itself and sees its survival in the balance. We do not want to accept the Absolute Unity of all.  In essence, we want to war against God.  We pull down the blinders against the light and create a separation that does not exist.

It is less dramatic to recognize that the great Adversary that man daily faces is FEAR.  There is no word in the English language that has so many derivatives, but we treat fear as if it is just another emotion akin to hate and anger.  Hate and anger are only byproducts of FEAR.  FEAR is no more “just another emotion” than LOVE is just another feeling or sentiment. FEAR is pervasive in our lives. There is a phobia for everything.  It is all around us and through us.  It is fed by our imaginations and exponentially explodes into our lives.  It is insidious, seeping in among our joys and creations, and then springing to life, fed by our own intellect.  In her book, Lessons in Truth, Emily Cady calls it a “paralyzing effect” and states, “It makes us helpless as babes.  It makes us ants, whereas we might be giants were we only free from it.  It is at the root of all our failures, of nearly all sickness, poverty and distress.”

Even some of the more enlightened religious systems retain a lingering vestige of the thought that man has somehow been separated from God and must go through a process of purification or karmic learning in order to be reunited with God.  The Catholic Church has its purgatory in which the last bits of sin and perdition are removed before man can return to God. Some metaphysical schools, while teaching the Universal Laws, have not been able to get past duality.  At least one of these schools actually teaches that there is the Universal Law of Duality.  We have those who talk about good karma and bad karma.  They say that this bad karma has to be paid in order to go back to God.  There is no such thing as good karma or bad karma.  There is only karma or balance.  One might call it bad karma because an experience is unpleasant.  However, all experience is attracted because we need the learning process.  In our pain, we don’t recognize or appreciate the experience, but it is part of the Law of Balance and Equalization.

Duality is a perception of man, created by man and is derived from man’s own mistaken concept of his Being.  The concept itself remains his greatest enemy because this ignorance of his real nature keeps him thinking that he has been separated from God.  The good news from Jesus and other great masters was that God dwells in man.  God is at hand within, and all power is available to each of us with the awareness of this presence.  God has never left us, and we have never separated ourselves from God because it is not possible.  What we have done through the intellect is put on blinders.

The seat of FEAR is in the intellect.  Imagination is creative in nature and will expand small fears into great fears. It can create destructively just as easily as it can create constructively.  Here in man, both God and the Adversary dwell. Jesus brought the good news that the Kingdom is at hand and that FEAR, the Adversary, could be vanquished to the bottomless pit where there is no foundation in truth.  The Book of Revelation indicates that this beast can be cast down easily because the only power it has is the power we give it. Dr. Cady speaks to this paradox when she said, “Beloved, that which you so earnestly desire will never be found by you’re seeking it through the mental side alone, any more than it has heretofore been found through the emotional side alone.  Intuition and intellect are meant to travel together, intuition always holding the reins to guide intellect.”

It has been said, “A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.”  For human beings, sometimes the whole truth is not allowed to sink in.  We think we know what a precept means and jump the gun.  Even with an in depth study, if we have only half the meaning all that will be developed is an incomplete understanding.  Brian Walker in his book Hua Hu Ching, the Unknown Teachings of Lao Tzu, quotes, “The world is full of half-enlightened masters.”  Many of the precepts of Hermes Trismegistus, an ancient Master in Egypt, can be found within virtually every world religion. It is possible that misunderstanding of this ancient teaching, interwoven with doctrine, may have led to the belief in dualism.  Even initiates of Hermetic teachings today write in such a way that can cause confusion.  The Hermetic principle of Polarity is presented as, “all manifested things have two sides, two aspects, two poles, and a pair of opposites with manifold degrees between the two extremes.”  This is a description of polarity and not duality, but it is obvious how dualism can spring from an incomplete understanding.

A clear understanding of three Hermetic Precepts might give you some clues as to how the fallacy of duality has been derived. 1) Correspondence: As above, so below; as below, so above.  To some people this meant two worlds, as opposed to many planes of the absolute unity of Universal Being.  2) Polarity: Everything is dual; everything has poles; everything has its pair of opposites; like and unlike are the same; opposites are identical in nature, but different in degree; extremes meet; all truths are but half-truths; all paradoxes may be reconciled.  The fact that all paradoxes may be reconciled clearly indicates that all paradoxes are a part of the whole. 3) Gender – “Gender is in everything; everything has its masculine and feminine principles; Gender manifests on all planes.”  So, we have multiple planes and the masculine and feminine principles are manifested in each and all are part of the whole.

The definition of Polarity that says, “Everything is dual” is taken to mean the world is dualistic.  A closer look at each of these precepts and it is clear that while these poles and opposites are present they are present within the whole.  Man sees forces on the other side where we go when we die. He wants to believe there are other planes but the experience of life and death chill him. He has a hard time reconciling life and death as just phases of the whole.   For those who accept duality, the world is full of calamities that are thrown at them by evil forces, and how well they handle them determines whether they go to heaven or hell.

We hear people talk about how a city is racially polarized as if this in itself was proof of duality.  In fact, the word “polarity” is proof of exactly the opposite of duality.  Duality is a concept that seeks to prove to us division.  It states that there are two forces, good and evil, warring against each other. It is a lie the intellect has created, and we have accepted. There is only one power, and the other is created in our ignorance by the intellect and fed by our fear.  When you say that a city is racially polarized, you are actually confirming the unity of humanity.  There may be significant differences, culturally and economically, but polarity simply means the extreme points of one thing.  If you have racial polarity all that is proved is that we are all human.  The Universal Law is Absolute Unity.  The perception is duality.

Emily Cady, in Lessons in Truth, writes, “Since God is omnipotence and omnipresence, put aside forever your traditional teaching of an adverse power, evil (devil), that may at any moment thwart the plans of God, and bring you harm.”  She goes on to say, “Do not be under bondage to false beliefs about your circumstances or environment.  God is in everything that happens to you.  There are no “second causes”.  No matter how evil circumstances may appear or how much it may seem that some other personality is at the foundation of your sorrow or trouble, God, good, good alone, is real there.”

The Kabbalists (Mystic Judaism) say that the spiritual and physical came from the same substance and affirm that the apparent duality is really only a mistaken view of the universe, in reality, there is absolute unity.  “A barrier need not be physical, like a gate or fence”, to be effective, declares David Sheinkin, author of Path of the Kabbalah.  Men and women die every day because of the barriers erected from their beliefs. The commonly held worldview I refer to as duality contributes most to the barriers.  The concepts of good versus evil and God versus Satan could be overcome with awareness of only one power existing in the universe and the concept of separateness from God as a perversion.  Even what we call the spiritual dimension and the material dimension cannot truly be understood as duality because they exist in the same place at the same time.  They are a part of the whole.  Dr. Sheinkin points out, “However, despite this interdependence, it would be possible for a spiritual being and a physical being to be in the same room to actually move right through one another, and not know each other at all.  This is because they operate by wholly different laws or principles.  Only a being that could perceive both sets of laws (or a higher set of Laws) would know that both of these were present at the same time.”  Those who have come to understand the Law of Absolute Unity already know the principle to be true because they have identified and verified it in their life experiences.

The first time we hear about the devil, he appears as a serpent and a tempter of Eve.  The Hebrew word from which the word serpent is derived is “Nachash”.  We can better understand the story of the temptation of Adam and Eve if we are aware that the word “Nachash” can just as easily be translated “enchanter”, “magician” or “witchdoctor”.  Because of the fact that this word can be translated as serpent or enchanter is why, metaphysically, serpent has always indicated one of knowledge and awareness.  Nachash is described as the most cunning of creatures.  The more we know of the world as adults, the more we know there is danger and much to be aware of.  Notice, I said “much to be aware of”, not more to fear.  We try to impart the dangers to our children because we see them as naïve and inexperienced.  In this awareness of the dangers of the world, FEAR can take hold.  FEAR can paralyze us.  It can cause us to dedicate valuable energy needed for constructive thought into protective, non-productive and harmful negative thoughts and attitudes.  FEAR is the insidious character of the negative forces some call evil or satanic.  It steals into our lives under the banner of knowledge or intellect.  We think of it as awareness of the dangers of the world, yet it can take hold of our lives.  Every failure in our lives is traceable to FEAR.  FEAR is the opposite of love, and only love is the light that shows up FEAR for what it is, a beast with no power but the power we give it.

Rev. Steele notes, in Poet Soul, that the Anti-Christ mind comes from the word “perasmos”, which means to tempt, test or try.  What do you think are our greatest temptations?  What are the greatest adversities of our lives?  We have noted that we learn from adversities and that Satan was the allegorical Adversary serving this purpose, but what temptations do we really face?  It is not only the so-called big sins. It is more than the temptation to steal, kill, commit adultery, lie, and bear false witness.  These are the results of relative thinking, which can be overcome with observation, contemplation and meditation.  The one thing that is all around us and constantly upon us is the Adversary called FEAR.  We are constantly drawn into negative fearful thinking, and our imaginations exacerbate little fears into chronic illnesses of all kinds. The battle rages within.  Our Armageddon smolders as we move away from fearful, negative thinking to power-positive and love-filled Being.  All is process, and if we are thinking fearfully and destructively, fearful and destructive attitudes develop.  Fearful and destructive attitudes result in destructive action. This concentration of fear and the results of fearful thinking many people define as evil.

How do we know that duality is a false perception, and what do we do about it?  We can know through the process of identifying and verifying the Universal Laws in our lives.  We can know the fallacy because we can understand the Universal Law of Absolute Unity.  We understand that to look for solutions, or to place blame outside of ourselves, is a useless exercise. We know there is only one power in the Universe, and it is everywhere present. What we have perceived as a separation from God is only a creation of the intellect. Even with all the evidence of order in nature, we have been able to see only chaos and destruction in the storm. We forget that it is a product of natural order.  In our concept of spiritual things we have perceived God as out there somewhere and heaven as up there!  What we have perceived as an evil force is a product of fear created and fed by the imagination of the intellect.  The intellect/ego, left to its own devices, seeks to establish itself as separate from the whole.  It will go to extraordinary extremes to protect itself and establish its own power.

The ego does not need the protection it seeks in separation.  It doesn’t need the creation of a great world struggle between good and evil to give it meaning. It does not have to feel smarter, superior or to have been chosen as God’s elite to give it self-worth.  It must recognize that it is its own worst enemy because it seeks to block itself from the all-powerful whole of which it is an indivisible part. As Emily Cady writes, “All joy and strength and good spring up from a fountain within one’s own being, and if we only knew this truth, we should know that, because God in us is the fountain out of which springs all our good, nothing that anyone does or says or fails to do or say, can take away our joy and good.”  We must deny fear any of the power that springs from our imagination because the imagination will create constructively or destructively. It will create one way as easily as the other. We must deny the intellect the right to create the barrier.  We must recognize polarity is found everywhere and in everything, but understand polarity to be parts of the whole. We must become fully aware that polarity and duality are not the same.  The first is a fact of existence and the latter a mutant perversion that exists only as a perception of the intellect.

Lesson Questions (True or False)

1) Duality is a hidden enemy created in wrong thought (relative consciousness) and fed by fear.

2) The word “Divine” implies that there is a state of separation existing between God and man.

3) There are many clear-cut examples of the true definition of the word “evil”.

4) Human beings define abstract words by dividing the syllables and multiplying the participles.

5) The concentration of destructive thinking, attitudes and actions might be described as evil.

6) Most theology is dualistic in nature.

7) To say that there is only one power and presence in the universe is just a statement of adoration and praise to God.

8) The only thing that could be considered evil is our perception of separation from God.

9) We have always been with God and we will always be with God.

10)  Satan, in the Bible, is depicted as the ugliest demon of all, and one who slinks around seeking whom he may devour.

11) What made Jesus different from those he sought to teach was the fact that he was aware there was no separation from God.

12) Hate and anger are only byproducts of fear.

13) Fear and love are just runaway human emotions.

14) Fear is the root of all our failures, of nearly all sickness, poverty and distress.

15) There is no such thing as good karma and bad karma.  There is only karma or balance.

16) Duality is a perception of man, created by man and is derived from man’s own mistaken concept of the Being.

17) The word “polarity” is proof of exactly the opposite of duality.

18) Cady says, “There are no “second causes”.

19) The Kabalists (mystic Jews) say that there is the physical and there is the spiritual and never the twain shall meet.

20) The word “nackash” means to tempt, test or try.

Essay 3 – Taken from Renford Revelations – Volume Two
The Gospel

After the presence of a Great Master, there was the development of centers of learning and the advent of organization builders.  Why?  It was because there had been an explosion of light.  The illuminators had brought the gospel or “good news” that man could and must take responsibility for himself.  He was told that God was not somewhere far off but that He, in fact, dwelled within man. He was told that there were powers (the 12 innate powers of Being) within him which he could draw upon if he would but do so. Most importantly, the good news revealed that what was attempting to separate God from man was the intellect/ego of man himself. This “good news” was to be taken to the whole world.  Jesus gave what is referred to as “The Great Commission”.  He said, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature.” 

It is typical of human beings to deify or crucify the messengers, and rarely is there full understanding of the message.  Even our ministers are treated as if they have a revelation above the common man.  The Christ Consciousness is within all of us, but because of the intellect/ego, this knowledge is perverted and hidden. The sunlight is pure but filtered by the atmosphere of earth. On earth it goes through glass, leaves and water among other things.  The light is screened and reflected, but it is not the pure energy it was before contact.   The invariant principles can be found in every story the Masters told.  The truths that come to us through these messengers are pure but deflected and shaded by our capabilities to understand. We further absorb and reflect them, or a perversion of them, to other human beings.  Gifted people like the Apostle Paul will be compelled to do what organization builders are compelled to do – build organizations.  The understanding may not be complete as he admits.  Paul was not Jesus, and the words of Paul do not carry the same weight regardless of the claim that all are the words of God.  The fact is that Paul admitted his imperfections and talked about his “opinion”.  Jesus didn’t talk about his opinion.

Paul’s understanding was not Jesus’ understanding; therefore Paul’s gospel was not the same.  In a sense, the gospel of Jesus was hijacked.  It was not a matter of Paul’s intent to mislead, but a matter of his level of understanding. Beginning with Paul and continuing with those who adhered to his doctrine, the organization builders and proponents of the apostolic line began to take root.  The idea proclaiming the necessity of a priesthood of intercessors was carried over from the Hebrew tradition.  It culminated in essential control by Emperor Constantine. Those he invited to the council of Nicea were from that portion of Christianity that was most removed from the light. During this period, the basic doctrines of the Roman Church were created and new interpretations of what the “good news” was became sacrosanct. Once enthroned, there was no tolerance.

For the traditional Christian, the “good news” became the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  It became “whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  With good reason, this era has been referred to as “The Dark Ages.” Later, with the Reformation Movement, came a proliferation of ideas about the Gospel. Some placed the emphasis on good works, some on belief and others on grace.  One of the most popular creeds today specifies that the “good news” is that all one has to do is believe!  Now, each Christian denomination recruits from other Christian denominations and from other world religions, each with its own interpretation of what the “good news” is.  The leaders of the Reformation Movement, if they questioned the canonization process at all, were ineffectual because it has remained pretty much the same.  They did refuse to recognize a few books in the New and Old Testaments that are in the Catholic Bible. Few questioned what had developed as the Gospel of Christ, and those who did were driven from traditional religions or killed.  (The fifth essay in the first level is How We Got Our Bible)

Jesus was clear and unequivocal about what the “good news” is.  His “good news” is of a very different nature than what has developed in the churches that call themselves “Christian”.  He gave us insight as to what and where the kingdom of heaven is.  He told us how important it is to seek and find it, and stated that if we seek it first, everything else of importance will come with it.  “You shall know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  This was and is the “good news”. This statement specified, “will”; in other words, that there is no question of it.  There were no if, ands, buts, maybes or wherefores, just the affirmative word “will” in an affirmative statement.

The second key word “know” specifies that the truth is not perceived by faith in what someone says but in the knowing, the personal experience being the only way we can know anything.  The truth refers to who and what we are – sons and daughters of the light.  With this knowledge, which we will have, there will come freedom.  What are we to have freedom from? We are to have freedom from fear.  Why freedom from fear?  Because fear is at the root of all failure, all negative thoughts and attitudes, all disease, and all it’s by products, such as hate, anger, selfishness, greed and death.

As noted, the term gospel means “good news”.  It is generally used in Christianity to mean the “good news” of Christ, but as we shall see, there was more than one gospel revealed in the New Testament.  To understand what the “good news” of Christ was and what it became for Christians, we need to establish certain facts and chronology of events.

In Matthew 3:2 is found the Gospel according to John, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  As we will see later, this is identical to the Gospel according to Jesus, but first I want to examine the word “repent”.  Generally, this is taken to mean, “Be sorry for your actions and make amends.”  There is more to it.  Repent is the translation that is made from the Greek word “Metanoia”, which really means, “to change one’s way of thinking.  So, John was saying, “Hey, you have got to change your way of thinking.  The Kingdom of Heaven is within your reach. It is here, not out there somewhere.  It is within you, available to you, and all you have to do is change your way of thinking.  You have to think outside the box in which your traditions have trapped you.

To know the “good news” of Jesus is simple if you listen to Jesus and accept his words for the profound statement of principle that they are.  Every time he told a parable, preached a sermon or was in conflict with religious leaders, he was explaining or illustrating one of 13 truths that I will refer to as Universal Laws or Universal Principles.  However, there is one chapter in one of the canonized Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are the canonized gospels) in which the Gospel of Jesus is made explicitly clear.  Note this is in only one chapter of one Gospel.  It may well have been inadvertently left in the book because it appears nowhere else and is drastically different from the gospel as taught by Paul. Even today this chapter is glossed over by theologians who adhere to the Pauline Gospel.

In Luke 10, Verse 1 it begins, “The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even that we shake off against you.  Yet know this: the kingdom of God is at hand.”
There are multiple interpretations of what this means. “After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he intended to visit.  He said to them, ‘The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.  Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.  Carry no moneybag, no sack, no sandals; and greet no one along the way.  Into whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household.’  If a peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you.  Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves his payment.  Do not move about from one house to another.  Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God is at hand for you.
 Many of his followers thought it was to be a kingdom based in Jerusalem and that he would be the king.  Some Churches teach that this means upon his death the church would be established, and that the Church is the kingdom referred to.  All kinds of doctrines have sprung up about the kingdom, but whether you study the Hebrew, Greek, English or any language in which this Gospel has been translated, the fact remains he said it was at hand.  In other words, it is here, within reach.  It is something everyone hearing the message was capable of coming in contact with.  A repeated lesson of Jesus’ was, “You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  He repeatedly warned, cautioned and exhorted everyone to “Fear Not”.  A key element of his Gospel was that FEAR was the enemy.  Numerous episodes such as, “Peter walking on the water” were lessons on the real “Adversary” that beguiles mankind.  This was the traditional role ascribed to Satan.  He was the Adversary.  We meet the Adversary every day of our lives in this most insidious form, FEAR.  Jesus’ revelation, his “mysteries revealed”, as recorded by John was an explanation of the process of moving away from FEAR and into the light of LOVE.
It is thought that there was an earlier Gospel than the four recorded as accepted Gospels because Matthew and Luke appear to closely follow or be virtual copies of Mark.  In any event these gospels came many years after the book of Acts, which was written by Luke. The Gospels represented different schools of thought. It is evident Luke and Paul worked together. It is Paul’s theology that influences these gospels, but where did he get this Pauline Gospel?  He got it from Steven on the day of his murder, a murder at which Paul was present. He got it from the Hellenistic teachings of his home city of Tarsus. He got it from melding this with his upbringing as a Pharisee.  Steven began his speech (Acts 7) with Abraham and continued his discourse down to Jesus.  The crux of his point was, “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always oppose the Holy Spirit; you are just like your ancestors.  Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute?  They put to death those who foretold the coming of the righteous one, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become.  You received the law as transmitted by angels, but you did not observe it.”  He continued speaking, even though they began to stone him saying, “Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.”  In essence, we have the story of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus told in a charge comparable to a prosecutor in court.  The foundation was laid with the history of the Jews, and then the comparison of their ancient history to their immediate history as the ones who had rejected and killed Jesus.

This lesson and the manner of Steven’s death must have weighed heavily on the mind of Saul of Tarsus, the one who was to become the Apostle Paul, as he made his way to Damascus.  This was no doubt the first real sermon Paul had heard on who Jesus was, and he heard it with the background that he, as a scholar and theologian, could relate to.  The death, burial and resurrection story was well on its way to becoming “the Gospel”.  Mary and the disciples had been telling the story of the resurrection of Christ.  Peter and the apostles on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) were proclaiming, “Therefore let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  However, it was the theologian Paul who was to write most of the New Testament books.  It was this learned scholar who was to formulate doctrine about which the Christian world argues to this day.  It was Paul’s theology that formed the basis of three of the Gospels, and it became the death, burial and resurrection.  It was no longer that the kingdom of heaven was at hand, within reach, but that Christ had died, been buried and rose again. It was no longer the good news that we could have freedom from fear, but rather we must fear an eternity in hell if we do not believe.  Membership in God’s elite could be acquired by open confession of faith that Jesus died at the hands of both Romans and Jews, he was buried and rose from the dead, and he was alive at the right hand of God.  This simple acknowledgement is a far cry from the recognition of the Christ Consciousness (the kingdom) within each of us. 

The battle for the hearts and minds of Christians was underway between two main camps, though there were many groups.  There were those who adhered to the Gospel of Jesus, maintaining that through personal experience, one could come to know God. They were known as Gnostics.  They understood the kingdom was within each man, very much at hand, and all could know God through the search within.  Those who followed the Pauline Gospel found a path that required little if any work on the Self to come to understanding by personal revelation, but rather relied on faith in his gospel, the apostolic line and the priesthood that maintained that line.  They found a gospel of absolutes.  They could confess their faith, in the gospel story of the death, burial and resurrection as witnessed by the apostles.  They could follow the apostolic line, suspend the hard work on Self, and by faith, put themselves in the power of the Church leadership, which immediately began the process of apostasy.  In other words, Spirit was incased in doctrine and dogma, ritual and tradition.

For 300 years some scholars say there were more kinds of Christians than there are denominations today.  Approximately 20 – 30% followed the orthodox apostolic line, and the rest would loosely be called Gnostics.  With the arrival of Constantine, there was major change afoot.  The Emperor Constantine personally invited each church leader to the Council of Nicea, and all were from the orthodox side.  The Gnostic side of Christianity was not welcome.  The Emperor wanted to use Christianity to unify the empire, and it could not be done with Gnostics who claimed they could personally and individually come to know God.  That would reduce the power of the priesthood he wanted to strengthen. He immediately reorganized the Church structure along the lines of the Roman military, and this structure remains intact to this day.  The objective was to control the Christian community, and that has never changed. 

The orthodox acquiesced in what Constantine wanted, and he acquiesced in what they wanted.  What did they want?  They wanted to destroy Gnosticism and Mithraism in particular.  With this unholy alliance of the orthodox priesthood and the Emperor, books were burned and the Gnostics driven underground in most countries.  The temples of Mithhra were razed to the ground, their priests buried alive and cchurches built where Mithraic temples had stood.  It is understandable why the orthodox priest would hate and fear the Gnostics because so many Christians were not adhering to the apostolic line, claiming individual access to the kingdom within,. The question is, why were they so obsessed with fighting Mithraism?  It was because Mithraic theology was so close to the orthodox adaptation of the Gospel in so many areas, and because some Christian scriptures and doctrines had been lifted directly from Mithraism. When confronted with the fact that certain liturgy, such as “the last supper”, had been lifted almost verbatim from Mithraism, Church apologists for years claimed that Mithraism was the creation of the devil sent to undermine the faith of believers.

It is poetic justice and indicative of Divine Order that the events outlined above were necessary for the long-range preservation of the true Gospel.  The Gnostics never fully disappeared and are evident today in “new thought” churches that do not carry the name Gnostic.  Gnostic writing was full of symbolism, and the Book of Revelation has much in common with Gnostic literature.  One might go so far as to say it is a Gnostic book that slipped into the canonization process.  It is said Constantine was a strong supporter of its inclusion into sacred texts.  If he had really understood its import, it would never have survived the process.

The Gospel of Jesus remains at hand, and the Gospel of Paul remains predominant among those who call themselves Christians.  You could say the Gospel of Jesus was hijacked, but if it had been otherwise, it might never have become a world religion.  Our culture might never have existed, and the opportunity to recognize the Kingdom within might have remained a process available only through obscure cults.  It is not always easy to comprehend Divine Order, but it is significant that, in an earlier age, the great archaeological discoveries revealing ancient manuscripts would have been destroyed.  The rediscovery coming when it did, shed new light on much in the canonized scripture without fear of immediate destruction.

Christian churches like to talk about how the early church and early Christians were persecuted.  There is no question persecution of early Christians took place.  There is also no question that when the tables were turned and the church became, for all intents and purposes, the state religion, Christians were anything but Christ-like in their treatment of all they called idolatrous.  The most intolerant of organizations and the creator of the inquisition was the Christian Church itself.  The same kind of intolerance that is reported from Islamic states today was prevalent everywhere in the Holy Roman Empire, an unholy alliance of Church and State.

There are many groups, systems and churches categorized as “new thought” or “new age”.  In fact, they are not new in any sense of the word.  They are very old.  They have survived the struggle with the orthodox apostolic line despite its total control of the Christian world for centuries.  As soon as countries free from the tyranny of the orthodox were able to throw off the dark shadow of theocracy, the original combatants reemerged. With the Renaissance in the 14th century, there was not only a rebirth of art and literature but of religious thought and spiritual understanding.

These reemerging churches, religious groups and philosophical societies are not aggressively evangelical.  You may see regular church advertising, but it is as if they have an aversion to evangelism.  There is almost a hint of spiritual elitism in their attitude.  It is a sense of being too spiritually advanced to go out and fulfill the Great Commission to “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature.”  It may be that many members who are on this path have grown up in fundamentalist churches and are, to some degree, still traumatized by the gospel of fear, too caught up in false ideas of a dualistic nature, and still wearing an almost invisible flag which says, “Don’t Tread on Me”.  We have to get over it! There is still the Great Commission, and Jesus didn’t give it just to hear himself talk or to make a dramatic gesture.  It was important to him that all know his gospel, that human beings can be free of fear, and the process begins but does not end with one’s Self.  One of those Universal Laws about which he spoke continuously was the Universal Law of Giving.

Sharing the gospel with the world does not mean evangelism in the manner we often see from evangelical Christians.  We do not have to be intrusive, and we do not have to carry the threat of fear of hell.  We do not have to do as even some metaphysical organizations do and sound a note of fearful repercussions if one does not take steps right away.  With all the modern marketing techniques available to us today we can actively let the world know they can be free of the Adversary. The Gospel is for all. All can know the truth, and the truth will make all free.

Lesson Questions (True or False)

1) After the presence of a Great Master, there was no longer a need for centers of learning and organization building.

2)  Human beings like to deify, crucify and then purify the spiritual messenger.

3) Gifted people like the Apostle Paul are compelled to follow humbly and rarely have anything to do with religious organizations.

4) Jesus loved to express his opinion but said he had none of his own.

5) For traditional Christians, the “good news” became the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.

6) Jesus said, “You shall know the truth and the truth will set you free”.

7) Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand and I will establish it as a church to be planted in Rome”.

8) John the Baptist was saying, “Hey, you have got to change your way of thinking.

9) The word “repent” is the English interpretation of the Greek word, “metanoia”.

10) There were 99 chosen to take the gospel to every city in Israel.

11) When Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand for you.” He meant that upon his death, the Church would be established.  In other words, the kingdom is the Church.

12) We meet the Adversary every day of our lives in the most insidious form – FEAR.

13) Steven said, “You are just like your ancestors. Which of the prophets did they not persecute?

14) Paul had heard many sermons about the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus but Steven’s sermon was the worst.

15) There were three main Christian groups that developed after Jesus, as depicted in the book of Acts, the Gnostics, the Apostolic Line and the Messianic Christians, all of which exist in some form today.

16) The Emperor Constantine personally invited each Church leader to the Council of Nicea.

17) Mithraic theology was close to the orthodox adaptation of the Gospel in many areas.

18) The Gospel of Paul remains predominant after 2000 years.

19) Christians were anything but Christ-like in their treatment of all they called idolatrous.

20) The reemerging idea of the original Gnostics can be seen in the elitism of new thought churches because their steps to salvation require circumcision.

Essay 4 – Taken from The Metaphysical Bible by Renford
How We Got Our Bible

There are many misconceptions about the Bible and how it came to be as it is.  Many think of it as a single homogenous book, even though we know it to be many books with many authors. Many think of it as having always existed in its present form with each and every book having been dictated by God.  The historical record tells a different story and the purpose of this essay is to look at what was left out of the story, when the books were written, who wrote them and the politics of the selection process.

In The Metaphysical Bible, I have a segment dealing with questions concerning Constantine and the canonization process.  The canonized or accepted books are those recognized by the orthodox segment of the Church as originating from apostles or being inspired of God.  In this essay, some of the same material is covered but in a little more detail.  We will look at the politics of the time both in the organization of the Church and the Roman Empire.  We will also deal with the view of traditionalists and fundamentalists.

In “A Ready Defense” by Josh McDowell, there are all kinds of claims made about the way we have arrived at the point we are with regard to our Bible.  Mostly the claim is we have these particular books due to divine providence, however, if this were true the point could be made that it was divine providence that missing books have now been found in an era when they would not be summarily destroyed.

McDowell says, “The human authors of scripture wrote spontaneously using their own minds and experiences, yet their words were not merely the words of men but actually the words of God.  God’s control was always with them in their writings with the result being the Bible, the Word of God in the words of men.”  He says, “It is ‘inadequate’ to say the Word of God can be found in the Bible but the Word of God is not synonymous with the Bible.”  He goes on to say, “The Bible makes it plain that it is not merely inspiring literature or a fallible record of God speaking, but that it is the infallible Word of God.”  He supports this with 2nd Timothy 3:16.  He is saying that since this passage says “All Scripture is inspired of God”, God was behind it and God is perfect, therefore the results must be infallible.

At the close of her book, The Gnostic Gospels, Elaine Pagel reaffirms that she is not a Gnostic but does note an interesting fact.  “Had they (the Nag Hammadi Scrolls) been discovered 1,000 years earlier, the Gnostic texts almost certainly would have been burned for their heresy.  But they remained hidden until the twentieth century, when our own cultural experience has given us a new perspective on the issues they raise.  Today we read them with different eyes, not merely as “madness and blasphemy” but as Christians in the first centuries experienced them,  a powerful alternative to what we know as orthodox Christian tradition.”

The fact is the Bible did not become the collection of books it is until hundreds of years after Jesus, during which time there was a great deal of controversy about which were inspired writings.   The determination of what was to make up the Bible, as we know it, was made not by the writers themselves but by those who determined orthodoxy.  Baigent, Leigh and Lincoln, in The Messianic Legacy, note, “It must be remembered that no complete version of the New Testament survives which pre-dates the reign of Constantine.”

The New Testament, as we know it today, is largely a product of Nicaea and other chutch councils of the same epoch.  But the Church Fathers who compiled the present New Testament were themselves aware of, and had access to, other earlier and more reliable versions.  These versions had not yet been officially rendered “uncanonical.”

The solidarity of belief, custom and doctrine of the New Testament Church normally assumed never existed.  The Nag Hammadi discoveries turn this conception upside down.  Elaine Pagel writes, “Contemporary Christianity, diverse and complex as we find it, actually may show more unanimity than the Christian Churches of the first and second centuries.”  She goes on to say, “The efforts of the majority to destroy every trace of heretical “blasphemy” proved so successful that, until the discoveries at Nag Hammadi, nearly all our information concerning alternative forms of early Christianity came from the massive orthodox attack upon them.”  Pagel further suggests, “By investigating the texts from Nag Hammadi together with sources known for well over a thousand years from the orthodox tradition, we can see how politics and religion coincide in the development of Christianity.”

Irenaeus, an early Church father, used as his argument for the orthodox and accepted gospels his unsubstantiated belief that what confirmed their authenticity was the fact that these books were written by Jesus’ apostles who witnessed the events.  Pagel notes, “Some contemporary Bible scholars have challenged this view; few today believe that contemporaries of Jesus actually wrote the New Testament gospels.”  The possible exception is the Gospel of John.  Weaver notes “Christianity developed in the Roman Empire on the heels of these other religions and philosophical systems (philosophical systems preexisting Christianity) and learned to adapt some of the best parts of them to its own belief system.”  In other words, the belief system came to include other traditions whether the basic Christian system originated with the apostles or not.

Tertullian, another early Church father, railed against the Gnostics but his major concern doesn’t appear to be doctrinal as much as his desire for conformity of organization.  His concern was the Gnostics refused to submit to the authority of the Bishops.  Tertullian was concerned with making distinctions between Christians.  Pagel points out the extent to which he went. Distinction “between women and men; between a professional clergy and people occupied with secular employment; between readers and deacons, priests and bishops, and above all, between the clergy and laity.”  Valentian Christians (Gnostic Christians) on the other hand, followed a practice, which ensured the equality of participants.  This system allowed no hierarchy to form, and no fixed “orders” of clergy.”

Tertullian as a Catholic argued for the authority of the clergy as the only legitimate authors in the apostolic line.  When he broke with the Church, he sang a different tune.  He essentially argued the point of the Gnostics he had fought so bitterly.  He said, “For the Church itself, properly and principally, is spirit, in which there is the trinity of one diversity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The Church congregates where the Lord plans it, a spiritual church for spiritual people, not the church of a number of bishops.”

It is in Christendom we find one of the longest struggles within any world religion, though in Islam, the Suni and Shia factions have also been going on for a long time.  In Christendom, this struggle was for the heart, soul and mind of the followers of Jesus.  McDowell mentions only briefly, under the heading of “heresy”, the struggle with Manichaeism and the Gnostics, which continues to this day.  This was a struggle for control of the Christian community which lasted for 1500 years.  With the advent of Emperor Constantine, the orthodox gained the upper hand and never relinquished it.

Powers on both sides waged a war of ideas.  Kurt Rudolph, in The Other Bible says, “Manichaeism deserves to be listed as one of the four major world religions known to the history of world religions”.  This means it shares a position with Buddhism, Christianity and Islam.”  This statement is based on pure numbers and longevity.  I don’t know where this leaves the Hindu and Taoist traditions in Rudolf’s mind as he does not list these two important traditions.  His point, however, is well taken.  It was a major movement with tremendous influence.  Both the Manichaean and orthodox sides claimed Jesus as their savior and, for a sustained period, the Manichaean following was more influential and more powerful.

We all know that to the victor goes the spoils and that the winner in any war writes or re-writes history.  When Orthodox Christianity finally won, it was almost a complete victory but not because it was right.  Should we accept the theory that might makes right?  Even today there are pockets of Manichaean Christians because they too developed a similar organizational structure.  Orthodox Christianity finally became dominant because it acquiesced to the desire of Constantine to unify and codify the Bible.  It then gained the full backing of the Emperor along with all the power that implied.  Many of the scriptures written before, during and after Christ were destroyed, but some have survived.  

We know of some of these books only because of refutations written by early Church fathers.  Obviously, when we read a book written as a refutation of another, and we do not have the original, we are going to get a one sided view.  We do not know for sure how many books were destroyed by Orthodox Christianity simply because they disagreed with or gave a different slant on the teachings of Jesus.  It is thought there were far more books lost than canonized.  It was not until Constantine that such teachings as reincarnation were expunged from Christian thought by the Councils under his direction.  Those who determined the makeup of the current Bible were not contemporaries of Jesus or the apostles and did not have the same objectives.

By 150-165 AD, there was a single Bishop for major cities and territories.  The development of a hierarchical system of Church government began very early.  As noted, the Manichaean side also had a complex system, which rivaled that of Orthodox Christianity.  Valentinus, an early Church leader who tried to reconcile Gnostic and orthodox Christians, was a candidate for the Bishopric of Rome.  Had he won, there would no doubt be books in our bible that are not there today.  He lost and was soundly condemned by Church fathers, some of whom had been his followers.  All the world loves a winner.

Josh McDowell quotes Donald Guthrie who states, “The contents of the cannon was determined by general usage, not by authoritarian pronouncements.”  This is simply not so.  The general usage he refers to is the general usage of orthodox Christians under the influence of their elders and church leaders.  This “general usage” does not stretch to the general usage by all those who saw themselves as Christians.  As I have noted before, there was as large a body of Christians who did not accept orthodox Christianity, as there were orthodox Christians.  As we shall see, it was Emperor Constantine presiding over the debate of Orthodox Church scholars who had the last word.

Mary Jo Weaver, in her book Introduction to Christianity, states, “During the first two centuries of the Christian movement, the preaching of Jesus and stories about him were recorded and circulated to Christian congregations, accepted in these congregations in some forms and not in others, regarded first as an interpretive key to the Hebrew Bible, regarded later as a book with religious authority of its own, and eventually regarded as the inspired word of God.”

It has been said the Gospel of John was almost excluded.  There was a great deal of debate about it because it was deemed too mystical and, I believe, too revealing.  It was said to have more in common with the Gospel of Thomas, which was not included, than it did with the other gospels, which were included.  S. Vernon McCasland, in The Pioneer of Our Faith, says, “The fourth Gospel presents a more difficult problem.  It is so unlike the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke), that little is to be gained by comparing it with them.  It differs so radically in both style and content that it seems to come from another world.”  In fact, if it is not a fabrication it is probably the only eye witness account as the first three gospels were almost certainly written after the political upheaval of AD 66-67.

The question is why did the orthodox segment of the church finally accept the Gospel of John while rejecting the Gospel of Thomas and the Dialogue of the Savior?  Pagel, I think, correctly identifies the real reason.  She notes that their concern was to strengthen the organization, and they could use the passage in the Gospel of John where Jesus is quoted as saying, “I am the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.”  Pagel says, “Christians like Irenaeus apparently decided, on balance, the Gospel of John, (especially perhaps, when placed in sequence after Matthew, Mark and Luke), could serve the needs of the emerging institution.”

The Dialogue of the Savior and the Gospel of Thomas agree with Jesus’ sayings regarding the Kingdom in the narrative gospels.  When asked the same questions in these books, “What is the place to which we shall go?” he said, “The place which you can reach, stand there.”   In Thomas he says, “There is light within a man of light, and it lights up the whole world.  If he does not shine he is in darkness.”  Pagel says, “Far from legitimizing any institution, both sayings direct one instead to oneself, to one’s inner capacity to find one’s own direction, to the light within.”

Mary Jo Weaver in Introduction to Christianity notes it was “Constantine who called the first ecumenical council at Nicaea in 325.  She goes on to write, “Politically astute, he (Constantine) saw that the Roman Empire needed a unifying ideology, that a geographically massive empire with a variety of philosophical schools and cultures needed some common belief to bind people together”  “Constantine believed he had been called by God, blessed with a revelation experience, appointed to build a Christian empire.”  Pagel asked, “Where was the Church in this theocratic system?” She answers, “It was bound up with the state, supporting and reinforcing the state’s power.”

Weaver points out, “It was not the patriarch of Constantinople or the bishop of Rome who called the first ecumenical council; it was the Emperor.  When Constantine entered the hall where the bishops were meeting in Nicaea to open the council, Eusebius described him as “an angel of God descended from heaven, radiant in the fiery glow of the purple and adorned with gold and precious gems - such was his outward appearance.  But his soul was visibly ornamented with the fear and adoration of God.”  This description is both political and spiritual, and emphasizes the enormous power of the emperor in both realms.”

Ramsay MacMullen, in his book, Constantine, described in detail the political climate and something of the man.  “In Constantine’s world, public order depended on constraint and rigor; its condition was still in doubt; no troubling innovations could be permitted to distract men from the essential duty to close ranks.  A military metaphor was appropriate.  Indeed, such were often to be found in the emperor’s edicts, with connotations of instant compliance, of doing things “by the book,” of uniformity even in one’s thoughts.  Beyond that, rulers and subjects shared the fears that found expression in prophetic literature, in visions of a universal Armageddon.  Obedience and conformity in conduct must then be matched in religion, since only the gods could ward off new horrors.”

Constantine had to deal with powerful factions and existing religions in the empire he eventually controlled.  Mithraisim was a powerful religious force from which in the end Christianity borrowed much.  I have covered this in some detail.  MacMullen confirms their importance.  “The Emperor specially sought a means of attracting the loyalty of Mithras’s worshippers, since they made up a large part of the army.”

Theological detail or purity was not Constantine’s concern.  He had the world to run.  In fact, he was a bit impatient with those who were prone to argue religious dogma.  MacMullen says, “Clearest in Constantine’s handling of Aryanism over the last decade of his reign, it is nevertheless obvious, too, in the years following his vision, that he had little taste for speculation and that his religious views rested on deep but simple feelings almost independent of theology.  As he could have learned from Constantius, or for that matter from Diocletian, certain of his subjects worshipped a God higher than all others, and took their name from One who taught and revealed this God; but pagans knew very little about relations between Father and Son, still less about relations between Son and man, and generally ignored the whole ethical content of Christianity; nor do these matters make any appearance in Constantine’s correspondence regarding the Church.  At the forefront of his mind stood only the bare conviction that the supreme power was that which Christians proclaimed, "“the Supreme Divinity."”

Many have argued that Constantine was never really a Christian, and that he only used it for unification of the empire and others, such as Eusebius were convinced he was sincere.  The fact is, he was simply in a very different position from anyone else. He was king of the world.  MacMullen writes, “For his part, Constantine could not lower himself to a genuinely fraternal level with mere common citizens, hardly, indeed, with bishops.  Some position far higher than that of other members of the Church had to be found for him.  Was he to be truly inside and therefore subordinate to Episcopal authority?  That would not do, surely.  Yet he could not be left outside, either”

MacMullen points out some specifics with regard to Constantine and existing religions of Rome.  “Constantine remained loyal to Sol for more than a decade after his conversion; or at least his coins, with all the authority and perhaps the distortion of headlines in a government–controlled newspaper, continued to celebrate that god, though with diminishing honor, frequency, and emphasis, after all others had disappeared for good.”

He also wrote the following referring to Constantine, “Behind the smoke screen is a man obliged to avoid challenge to paganism, but decidedly a Christian on his own terms.   Some compromises he will not make.  He will not sacrifice at Jupiter’s shrine in Rome.  To do so would insult every martyr that ever died in pain.  He will not admit any but the sun god to prominence in official art and communications.  On the positive side, he will stress his ardent devotion and his deep debt to the cross.  Let it be interpreted as men wished, they were at any rate to have it thrust on their consciousness that a cross had defeated Maxentius”.

He shows respect but at the same time, condescension, especially when they were wrangling over doctrine.  Again MacMullen notes that in Constantine’s mind, the question of doctrine was not only theological but also political and personal to himself.  He writes, “Schism was detestable all would agree, but, to Constantine, “unbefitting to the Divinity and to my good repute.”  To bishops, he alternates the most flattering salutations – “most honored,” “dearest brethren” – with a tone of imperious impatience more suited to an audience of minor bureaucrats”.

The effect that recognition of the orthodox body of the Church by Constantine had was to change the whole nature of the earliest followers of Jesus.  MacMullen says, “Inevitably the officers of the Church adopted certain distinctive features of secular officialdom for their costumes, for processions, and for address.  Enviably they presided over worship in surroundings reminiscent of a palace; increasingly in Christian art Christ borrows the ceremonial of imperial reception, oration, and adventus scenes.  The Church, thanks to Constantine, had attained a new wealth and public prominence.  To express it, there was only one obvious language of magnificence, the language of the imperial cult and court.  But in that fact was implicit the danger of a friend becoming a master.”  He goes on to say, “It never occurred to him, nor, of course, to a great many ecclesiastical leaders, to wonder whether wealth, grandeur, honorific titles, endowments, silver candelabras, marble and mosaics grew naturally out of the inwardness and previous history of Christianity.  Inwardness was something on which he never wasted much time.”

There is little question that Constantine was master of his empire and everything in it, including its adopted religion.  This does not mean he could control every bishop and every group but he had powerful and persuasive tools.  MacMullen does give us some idea of Constantine’s limitations.  “Despite the expansion of government over the preceding generation and the further measures that Constantine took, many areas of life eluded his reach; but he possessed an untrammeled right to say what he wanted done, and a formidable range of authorities and instruments to impose his will on his empire.”  In other words, there were virtually no limitations.

Besides the power to order arrest, trial and physical punishment, Constantine could hit the bishops where it hurt most, their pocket books.  He was known to take away a bishop’s seat of power and frequently offered incentives to them should they take the actions he wanted.  MacMullen writes, “In dealing with the Church in Africa, his favor was characteristically directed to the official structure.  Orthodox priests were to enjoy certain valuable immunities.”

Imagine the temptations for one who entered the Church, no matter how idealistic.  It became a big problem because it was hard to tell why an individual was a priest.  It was certainly a problem for those who were not orthodox.  How could they compete with the immunities offered to the orthodox?  MacMullen says, “Holy orders had become a refuge from burdensome taxes and municipal duties.  Before the reign was over, pagans and Christians alike could discern, with pretended or genuine distress, the contamination of the Church by persons converted only on the surface, or for the wrong reasons.”

In the midst of all this Constantine saw himself as an emissary of God, a sort of continuation of Jesus’ mission.  He says, “Such was the weight of impiety thus burdening the human scene; and society, in danger of utter destruction as if from some pestilential disease, stood in need of a great and saving care.  What alleviation did the Divinity purpose?  What release from this dreadful situation?  One must surely consider it the Divinity that truly is, and throughout time holds the fullness of power; so there can certainly be no presumption in employing eloquence to acknowledge the Almighty’s grace.  For He sought me as a fitting instrument of his will, and judged me worthy; and, setting out from that ocean around Britain and the regions where by some necessity the sun sinks, I repelled and scattered every evil with the aid of a greater power, to the end that at the same time the whole human race might be recalled to the veneration of the most holy law through the instruction afforded by my role as agent."

MacMullen described Constantine’s court as follows: “At some point after 324, the emperor’s residence had become like a church, entered under a vivid allegorical painting that showed what one might expect to find within: piety at war with evil; and to the great audience hall the members of the palace staff and sizable crowds from the city used to gather in answer to an imperial summons, to hear sermons which, with reading, prayer, instruction, and laborious devotion, the emperor had worked on often far into the night, and which he delivered with the utmost earnestness.”

With reference to Constantine’s overriding concern, the word “homonoia” is the last word.  “The word, or its Latin equivalent, has been encountered in Constantine’s handling of the Donatist dispute, and recurs again and again and again in his addresses to the Church of the East.  It is the key to his whole Church policy.  It underlies one decision after another and one synonym after another, too: “fellowship,” “fraternity,” “harmony,” and so forth.”

With reference to the many rivalries and contentious doctrinal arguments among the clergy Constantine “found its cause perfectly inconsequential and quite unworthy of such contentious debate… extremely minor and highly inconsequential, … suggested by unprofitable leisure … minor and extremely trifling, few and idle disputes about words,” and so on.  Indeed, he sought to convince them that they were really at one on the fundamentals, despite superficial and apparent disagreement.  If not that, then all their assertions and counter assertions about the nature of Christ should never have been thrown open to argument, since to do so had now as always shaken the faith of simple believers by unanswerable riddles, impious curiosity, and the probing of questions which, the emperor hints, even the disputants themselves did not fully understand.”

MacMullen commented on the Council of Nicaea, “For so historic an event, the Nicene Council remains surprisingly obscure.  But of course it represented a determined effort by a most determined man to bury differences, and in the process he inevitably buried much else besides.  What escaped oblivion, memory bent to partisan purposes.”

MacMullen writes, “Though several persons, including Ossius, had been appointed to preside, in fact Constantine himself attended the sessions regularly – some two months of them – and bore the chief burden of controlling them.  He knew enough Greek to intervene effectively, and gave his opinion or called on speakers enough to get the business of the conference done without opening the door to all the angers and accusations that waited to come in.”

MacMullen names some of the notables of the time that were at the Council of Nicaea and describes the great majority as follows: “In the first place, he (Constantine) had to deal not with a uniform group but a collection of individuals.  Among them were some of Christianity’s heroes – Paphnutius, whose blinded eye socket he kissed in veneration, James of Antioch, whose piety could raise the dead, Paul of Neocaesarea with his burned hands, all glorious and reverend survivors of the persecutions; with them, the backbenchers, forming the great majority of the council and representing the average sized and smaller see – towns of ten or twenty thousand, some quite isolated, their bishops resistant to change and hard put really to understand much of the discussion; finally, a dozen men from the major centers, redoubtable theologians, politicians, and administrators.” He goes on to say, “Nicaea thus brought to a focus well-exercised, carefully developed, intellectual positions.  And, we must add, in the second place, political positions.  Though most churchmen looked on politics as only the means to an end, for some it was the end itself.”

The emperor remained the emperor regardless of who was present and what prestige they happened to have.  MacMullen writes, “At the end of the banquet, in a remarkable act of condescension, he distributed presents to every guest.  The scene fits the one, reported without context, in which Eusebius heard him describe himself as “also a bishop, and appointed by God over those outside the Church.”  He goes on to say, “When one stops to think of it, his position vis-a-vis the Church was most peculiar.  Unlearned in Scripture, unbaptized, without any pretense to ecclesiastical office, he embodied at the same time those secular powers which had for centuries shown to Christians only their cruel side.  Who was he, then, to dictate doctrine to Christians of Africa or play host and arbiter to those of the whole East?  Whatever part Ossius may have taken in the background, it was Constantine in the foreground who claimed to have first conceived the idea of an ecumenical council “according to God’s suggestion” and in the capacity of “fellow servant” of the bishops to whom he sent his invitations.”

Constantine not only presided over disputes concerning the bishops and who should be in control of a see but, in fact, could and did expel bishops such as Eusebius of Nicomedia in 325.  Who had the ultimate power with regard to the Church?  The bottom line is Constantine was all-powerful.

MacMullen comments on how Christianity was being affected by Constantine, “So far as concerns the Church, the most obvious phenomenon was the degree to which its inwardness, that is, the intangible essence of Christianity, had been absorbed into the body of secular politics.”  With the state embracing the Church and Church embracing the state, what might be expected of the behavior of both?  He writes, “Once the Church could come out into the open, surely its behavior was bound to change.  Constantine encouraged this.  Synods approximated to imperial hearings on appeal, Episcopal courts to governors’ sees (by a canon of Nicaea) to the boundaries of existing municipalities, and ecclesiastical regalia and ceremonies to those of the palace.  The identical process influenced the effort of individuals or parties to impose their own dogma on everyone else.  They became, quite naturally, politicians.”  How would you like politicians today telling you what is the word of God?

While there were many segments of Christianity and, at various stages, some as strong as the orthodox, the Church Fathers were determined and saw in Constantine the ultimate opportunity.  MacMullen addresses the question of what the Church might have been like if they had not had such a strong benefactor as the emperor.  “Synods had a history long antedating Nicaea.  A large one met at Antioch in 268, others at Elvira and Ancyra quite independent of imperial initiative.  The institution was developing rapidly at the period when Constantine intervened.  Only another generation and it might have been strong enough to resist external patronage or control.  But the idea of an ecumenical meeting emerged too early for that, under too strong a friend as ruler, and with effects influencing the course of doctrinal struggles over succeeding centuries, in which the emperors continued to summon together and influence the bishops of the Church."

Who at the time, or which Church leaders raised a voice in protest?  Do we know of any who argued with him?  It would have been comparable to an attorney arguing with the judge in a courtroom today but worse.  The difference was that instead of holding the attorney in contempt today, in Constantine’s day, it would have been a little more serious and immediate.  MacMullen notes, “Whatever he thought of his own intellectual powers, he felt no doubt about his right to influence affairs, once he was fairly involved with the Donatists – say, by 315.  It would have been a brave man who challenged the emperor’s presumption.”

In MacMullen’s opinion “Few of the essential elements of Christian belief interested Constantine very much – neither God’s mercy nor man’s sinfulness, neither damnation nor salvation, neither brotherly love nor, needless to say, humility.  Ardent in his convictions, he remained nevertheless oblivious to their moral implications.”  Why should we accept as inspired word of God what this man decided?  Why should we reject what this man rejected?

MacMullen writes, “Constantine seems hesitant on his dealings with the Church.  Yet the impression is somewhat misleading.  He was an impulsive, not overly subtle man, inclined to make decisions on inadequate grounds.  When he changed his mind, as he often must do, he blamed the last previous adviser for trying to fool him, and in his anger at such wicked deceit swung to the other view the more violently.  A second deficiency appeared in his makeup: an intellect not shaped for abstract argument or logical progressions.”

It was “the emperor who bore the title Vicar of God on Earth” writes Pagel, “Even his (the patriarch of Constantinople) spiritual functions were to be exercised in cooperation with the emperor, who was - by virtue of his titles and power - permitted to operate within the spiritual realm.”  Weaver states, “He protected and subsidized the church, called and presided over the ecumenical councils, and promulgated all the council dogmas.”

Who decided which books were acceptable for inclusion in the New Testament?  Was it the leaders of the New Testament Church who met in Jerusalem?  Was it Peter, Paul or other notable first century Church leaders?  No.  They were long since dead when those, with the political backing of the Emperor, gathered to say which books were heretical, and which books were inspired.

What were the criteria on which the decisions were made?  Primarily it was a matter of which scriptures agreed with Constantine’s drive for unity in the empire and the views of the dominant orthodox leaders of what was becoming inseparable from the state.  Was the culmination of their work the divine providence of God?  To the victors went the spoils, and history was rewritten.  The future of what was to be the Catholic Church along with its divisions with the Greek Orthodox, and the eventual Reformation movement, was assured.  They had their Bible, with slight variations, that exists even today.

Has this “man-made cannon” come to us from God without error, without addition or subtraction?  Has it arrived without revision, and are there missing books?  What effect does it have on our ability to learn Universal Truths?  Certainly it has affected us in that we have not had access to those writings that show the full picture of Jesus, and it leaves gaps that are confounding, to say the least.  Many books that have come to light closely parallel the accepted versions, and others cast a different light on the person of Jesus and on Yahweh.

The fact that we have only a limited number of these books does not keep us from learning the Spiritual Truths found in them and the accepted orthodox books.  A close study will reveal what may have been added or lost.  They could not hide the truths that come to life when we seek truth and not dogma.  

To say, “The Bible has survived in its present form which is proof this is the Divine will of God.” has other drawbacks.  Because a man manages to live to the age 100 does not mean he is a Godly man.  That would be tantamount to saying that since prostitution is one of the oldest professions, and still exists today, it is ordained by God, therefore, it is the ideal occupation for women.  Age, or the fact of survival, does not insure divine origin.  Voodoo survives and no fundamentalist would agree it is of divine origin.  They might say Satan has kept it alive.

You may consider any quotes, except from the Bible, the Bagavid Gita or the Koran, to be uninspired of God, depending on your religious persuasion.  On the other hand, you may be one who thinks all were inspired of man.  I say we can judge all writings that reveal Universal Truths to be containing the essence of Universal Being to the degree that they reveal these truths.  To the degree they show a lack of understanding of Universal Law, they originate with man in fear and ignorance of the Laws.

In summary, we must establish the premise upon which we will determine the truth of the question of how we got our Bible.  We can base our decision upon the faith of our fathers.  We can assume it has come to us in the present form by divine order, or we can investigate the facts presented in this essay.    

J.W. McGarvey comments in Biblical Criticism, regarding 2 Timothy 3:16, “The American Version renders it, ‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.  The Revised Version renders it, ‘Every scripture inspired of God’.  The fact is there has always been and remains a question of what should be considered the inspired word.  Certainly, the Christian community including the Catholic Church, the Reformation Movement churches and the Gnostic Christian churches expressed a great deal of differences in opinion.  I suggest to you that none of them can be fully trusted.  Regardless of which is correct, the acceptance of Paul’s word on the subject is tantamount to accepting a criminal defendant’s word without corroboration.  I submit to you that with understanding of the Universal Laws, one can know what came from God and what comes from the mind of man.  Regardless of whether it is biblical scripture, the Cuneiform Text, or the ancient Sanskrit writings of India, Universal Truths are identifiable and they in turn identify the source of all writings.

Goebel Music, in his book Behold the Pattern, asked the question, “Can a man not, by valid reasoning, that is reasoning from the evidence that God has given to man, know certain things?  Is not there any internal evidence in the Bible, the self-authenticating kind of evidence that would let me know that I know certain things?”  There is self-authenticating evidence, but we can only perceive it if we have eyes to see and ears to hear.  If we use the scriptures only to prove that our creed or doctrine is the right one to the exclusion of opening ourselves to the full picture, all we have done is brainwash ourselves into certainty.  It is faith without knowledge, and the Bible clearly states faith comes by hearing.  This indicates that a certain level of knowledge is necessary before there is the possibility of worthwhile faith.  Faith based upon the fact that one is raised in a particular religion and all those he knows and respects are of that religion is a faith based in them. It is not a faith based upon his own knowledge (his process of identification and verification).  Faith in someone, that translates into believing everything he says and a faith based upon knowledge are distinctly different.

Paul said in 2nd Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, correction, for instruction in righteousness.”  The question is What is scripture (Universal Truth) and what is not?  We have been told certain books are of divine inspiration and others are not.  The decisions in this process were both political and doctrinal in nature. I suggest to you that scripture that is inspired of Universal Being reveals Universal Truths. Wherever Universal Truths are found, inspired scripture is found.

Lesson Questions (True or False)

1) The canonized books were the sacred text found in a cannon buried in a cave in Egypt.

2) In the book, A Ready Defense, the claim is that we have the books we have due to divine providence, so there is no need to read those being found.

3) Had the Gnostic books been found a thousand years ago they would almost certainly have been destroyed.

4) No complete version of the New Testament survives that predate the reign of Constantine.

5) The solidarity of belief, custom and doctrine of the New Testament Church normally assumed never existed.

6) By investigating the Nag Hammadi scrolls together with the orthodox tradition of 2000 years, it is clear there was never any politics involved.

7) Irenaeus proved the authenticity of the books by proving they were written by the apostles.

8) Tertullian’s concern was in conformity of the Church organization.

9) Manichaeism deserves to be listed as one of the four major religions according to Kurt Rudolph.

10) Orthodox Christianity finally became dominant because Jesus came to Constantine in a bright light and asked him why he was still worshipping the sun.

11) Constantine reorganized the Church along the lines of the Roman military.

12) The content of the canon was determined by general usage.

13) The first three gospels were almost certainly written after the political upheaval of AD 66-67.

14) Constantine called the first council at Nicaea in 325.

15) Mithraism was a powerful force from which in the end Christianity borrowed much.

16) Theological detail or purity was Constantine’s concern.

17) Constantine remained loyal to SOL for more than a decade after his conversion.

18) McMullen says Constantine was a Christian on his own terms.

19) Constantine saw himself as an emissary of God, a continuation of Jesus’ mission.

20) Constantine’s overriding concern was homonoia.

21) Constantine was overheard describing himself as, “also a bishop, and appointed by God over those outside the Church.”

22) Few of the essential elements of Christian belief interested Constantine very much.

23) Constantine’s drive for unity in the empire had no effect on what the Council decided.

24) McDonald said, “The word of God and the Bible are not the same.

25) The question is what is scripture (Universal Truth) and what is not.

Essay 5 – Taken from  Renford Revelations – Volume Two 
  Attitude

This essay deals with the origin of our attitudes and how we develop them. What is the result of the attitudes we possess?  Attitudes determine action.  If the attitudes we possess consist of fear-based destructive thinking, the actions emanating from these attitudes will be destructive.  If constructive thinking is dominant in our lives, constructive attitudes prevail and, from them, constructive actions are constant.

How we act and react to events in our lives depend upon our point of view.  This view is more commonly referred to as our attitude, good or bad, positive or negative.  If everything depends upon our point of view, it is logical to ask ourselves how we come to have this view of life.  Without a great deal of private introspection, which reflects our inner-selves, whose attitude is it?  It is said that we are a product of our environment, so what has shaped our thinking is other people’s thinking. We are only reflecting the thoughts of those who influenced us as opposed to our own thoughts.

How do we know when the thinking is generated from within and originates with us?  The answer is we must first know ourselves in order to recognize the origin.  If we recognize this inner-Self, and therefore the origin of the thinking, we can work on Self.  We are no longer repeating thoughts that were the results of the programming of those of early influences.

By knowing the thinking of the inner-being we come to know our Selves, who we really are.  How we think is reflected in our attitude.  Attitude determines action or the lack of action, and it can only be true if it is ours.  The inner-being can remain hidden, buried under the reflections of others to whom we were attracted.  In other words, even the attitudes we express are often not ours. They originate and belong to others!   In which case, we are not alive in the real sense, but act as expressions of those who have influenced us. The organism we possess is not the life force; it is the manifestation of the life force; the Inner-Being.  How can we possibly be ourselves if all we do is express the thinking and attitudes of others?

Who are these others? They are parents, family, teachers and those from whom we have received the impressions.  And where did they get theirs but from others.  “If we could go back to the time before the impressions began coming to us in infancy, wouldn’t the tape be blank?”  This would be the case only if the brain was the mind; this clump of gray matter was our total Self.  Our brain is no more our Inner-Being than the body is our total being.  It is a vehicle for the Inner-Being, the expression in matter.

One who believes the brain is the mind must ask what is the life force that allows this brain to operate.  Something we call procreation brought it, but who brought those procreators?  For this reason, it is necessary to begin the search for the source.  The tape is not blank at birth.  If it were, how could we account for the Mozarts and child prodigies?  Genetics only?  Hardly! Genetics may portend intelligence, but there are intelligent underachievers aplenty.  Intelligence alone does not account for the prodigies, and most could not possibly have gained this from their parents. The Universal Laws tell us when we leave a life cycle, we can only take with us our understood experiences.  What is on the tape is our accumulated and understood, past life experiences, which constitute the evolution of the Being.  The way is to go back to the Self, this Inner-Being, to those understandings that pre-exist earth impressions.

We normally only remember back to the age of 3 or 4.  If we could go back to the birth canal, it would not be enough.  Even this would contain the external impressions on the manifestation of the Being and not the Being within.  In the first 5 years of life, the brain is like a sponge, soaking up impressions at an incredible rate, and they stick.  Thus some religions say, “Give us a child until the age of 5 and he will always be of our faith, 

regardless of later influences. In other words, this is the best brainwashing period of human existence. It is a period of high learning capability and though we may forget the impressive incident, it is there and affects attitude.

The influence of parents and family cannot be overstated, so during this early impression period much damage or good is done.  If we can go back to this period, we can determine what some of the damage or influence has been and work through it.  If we can go back to the pre-existing understandings, we may find answers that cannot be found in the early impressions of this life cycle.  This process of healing and unfoldment is effectively being accomplished through hypnosis therapy.  We can undertake the same look at Self through meditation.

Introspection, quiet time alone, when we get in touch with our feelings about a problem or situation, will accomplish much.  This analysis of conscious thought will not be sufficient, but it is far better than doing something we know we do not feel good about.  Doing something we instinctively or intuitively feel is not right for us definitely affects our attitudes in the negative.

Whether our view of life, or attitude, has been adversely affected in the impressions of this cycle, or earlier, we must know in order to change. Even when we have come to know the Self, this Inner-Being, knowing alone is not enough to change our attitudes.  It is a major step, however, like recognition of a problem.  We cannot begin to work on a problem if we refuse to admit it exists.  Recognition of the existence of the Inner-Being and knowledge of the Inner-Being is the first step to positive change.

The second step is to understand the situation of the Being within. What is it really? What is it that sustains the body and mind?  Of what does it consist and what connections does it have?  The Inner-Being is not alone but a part of the absolute unity of spirit. It is also part of the composite of which we consist, the physical manifestation being the body.  The body is the final portion of the Being, which exists for the purpose of gaining more understood life experiences. This is the supposed duality of body and spirit but in fact they are both part of the whole being and there is only unity.

There is a part of this composite that never enters the physical manifestation but is always a part of Universal Being.  The composite is made up of sheaths within sheaths, and the final material manifestation of the Being is the human physical form.  Knowledge and recognition of the Inner-Being, its part in the composite we call the Self, and the fact that we are not alone and powerless, will affect our attitudes about everything. This knowledge is the beginning of proper perspective.  We can begin to see a purpose that goes beyond survival.

With proper perspective, we begin to see the problems we thought were so intransigent as being only obstacles to be overcome.  They are to be overcome so we can get on with the greater purpose of which we are beginning to gain some awareness.  With this change in perspective there is automatically a change in attitude because it is changing our view of life. With knowledge of the Inner-Being, its position as part of a greater whole, and this new perspective, we gain knowledge of our power.  It is the power of pure potentiality.  We become aware that we have the power to change because thought creates form.

Our attitudes are at their worst when we feel trapped or helpless to effect change or rectify a problem we are facing.  It does a great deal for our attitude to know we can actually do something about the situation in which we have found ourselves.  Furthermore, when we know how this pure potentiality can be manifested and we have the working formula, great confidence is gained.  We all should know what confidence can do for us.  We do not just have a feeling of confidence, but we come to know we can create. The pure potentiality of thought affects form by the knowledge that it does so and the power of belief in that knowledge.  It is then in focused surrender that we let the material form be manifested.  What we have conceived and believed will be achieved.

What lends even greater power to the pure potentiality of thought, and the belief it will take form, is knowledge of abundant manifestation.  Pure potentiality means all power as long as we recognize that this pure potentiality means without scarcity.  Pure potentiality means pure abundance.  There is a further transformation of attitude when we know the process through which pure potentiality creates abundantly.  We know the confidence and belief are created through knowledge and the power of pure potentiality of thought.  We come to know this pure potentiality attracts what we need and that it does so in abundance. Our attitude, our view of life and our belief system have changed already dramatically, even if we do not understand fully how pure potentiality of thought attracts in abundance.

Our potential is further enhanced when we come to know it does so because we are related to everything.  All is connected to all.  When we hark back to the second understanding, the unity of all of which we are a composite, we can know the relation to Universal Being.  Since Universal Being is related to all, and we to Universal Being, it follows we are related to all.  It is from the all that we are related to that we can attract abundance, utilizing the formula of belief and knowledge in the pure potentiality of thought.

Remove the factor of fear and we remove the factor of worry.  When we have no worries we do not have an attitude problem.  Our view of life is rather different than it was when it was ruled by ignorance and fear of the unknown.  It is with the light of knowledge and understanding that a new freedom is gained, and if we know this truth, that knowledge will make us free. If we are free of fear, we have gained perfect freedom, With perfect freedom we have no attitude problem.  We know the universe and our connection to it to be one of harmony, order and balance.  We know perfect justice.

With all we have learned to this point, we must know we are well on the way to the unfoldment of the Inner Being.  We are evolving and unfolding into the purpose of Inner- Being and its purpose in taking the human sheath.  Always, the most confident and happy individual is the one with purpose and much has to do with realizing this.

In knowing purpose, we come to realize that all we hope to accomplish and all we hope for in life is derived from giving.  We come to know we cannot force any situation.  We allow it through the pure potentiality of thought and the resulting attraction of abundance.  We follow in harmony with the Universal Laws but all we can actually do is give of ourselves.  It is, therefore, abundantly clear our self-interest is served through giving of ourselves in whatever manner may be necessary.

It also becomes clear there is only one thing we can give.  We may affect the giving through our materials or our time.  However, no matter how we affect the giving, we are still only giving one thing, and that is love.  Love is the essence of Universal Being and all we have been given.  The opportunity for life, so that unfoldment is possible, was a gift of love.  What we can give to our fellowman is only love, the greatest gift of all and without it all the other accomplishments are for naught. 

Personal examination of our dominant attitudes and observation of our actions are positive steps in the process of Self-awareness.  We can determine easily enough, once we are really looking, which attitudes are negative and which are positive. Through such observation, we become cognizant of patterns in our thinking. Much of our thinking, and therefore our attitude, is unconscious. This is important for us to know because every thought contributes to attitude.  Every thought is creative but can create destructively as easily as constructively.
This knowledge will change your attitude. If your life view is changed from chronic negativity to realize your pure potentiality, what gift could possibly compare?  

Lesson Questions (True or False)

1) How we react to events in our lives depends upon our attitude.

2) Our attitudes are solely what come from within, the IAM Consciousness.

3) Attitude determines action and it can only be true if it is ours.

4) If you could go back to the time before the impressions began, the tape would be blank.

5) The brain is no more the Inner Being than the body is the complete person.

6) Intelligence alone does not account for child prodigies, as most could not possibly have gained this from their parents.

7) An understanding of Universal Laws tells us that when we complete a life cycle we can only take with us our understood life experiences.

8) A child has higher learning capability in the first five years of life.

9) Past life regressions using hypnosis is being used by Psychiatrists to find problems which cannot be identified in the current cycle.

10) Recognition of the existence of the Inner Being and knowledge of the Inner Being is the first step toward positive change.

11) The second step is to have past life readings on a daily basis for 27 days.

12) With proper perspective we can find the sinful parts that are causing the pain.

13) Our attitude is at its worst when we feel trapped or helpless to effect change.

14) Confidence and belief are created through knowledge and the power of pure potentiality.

15) Remove the factor of fear and all the excitement goes out of life.

16) Remove the factor of fear and we remove the factor of worry.

17) Freedom from fear is perfect freedom.

18) In knowing purpose, we come to realize all we hope to accomplish in life is an illusion of the worst kind.

19) We can only effect giving by means of money; anything else is a poor substitute.

20) Love is the greatest gift of all and without it all other accomplishments are for naught.

Essay 6 – Taken from Renford Revelations – Volume Four 

Biotechnology and the Fields of Knowledge

In this essay, I am addressing the problems created by those who refuse to recognize the fields of knowledge and attempt to judge one field by another. The example drawn comes from a particular comment in Exploring the Future with regard to biotechnology.  This text is used in some university courses on the subject of how futurists predict, plan and develop a model of what the world will be like in the distant future.   Most of the premises upon which biotechnology forecasts are based make sense, but like any form of measurement, if the forecaster is a little off at the beginning, he ends up far off the mark in the end.  It is, therefore, important that the premise be fundamentally correct.

There is certainly a modern bias in favor of anyone called a “scientist”.  The public tends to think of scientists as truth seekers, with no bias. Even within the scientific community there are vastly different views about almost everything, however, many people tend to take all pronouncements from the scientific community as coming from on high.  It is a bit like we used to be about doctors, and that has contributed to the problem in the medical community called the “God Complex”. Some scientists have caught the disease.  The assumption is that, sooner or later, certain theories in biology and even physics will be proved.  A large portion of the scientific community seems to ignore gaps in true science and to treat the other fields of knowledge as nonsense.  These leaps of faith, and the denial of any field of knowledge but modern science, have led to some startling assumptions.

There is also a segment of society that looks at all science with distrust.  It is said when glasses were first invented to enhance man’s vision, it caused a great stir because “God’s creation should not be messed with”.  It may well have been one of the first examples of biotechnology.  The theory of evolution, as defined by Darwin, never gained acceptance in fundamentalist segments of all religions.  Many felt going to the moon was silly, and still others question all types of research.  As Brian L. Silver noted in The Ascent of Science, “It (Science) has eased our lives and threatened our existence.”  While this is a pro-science and generally positive look at the history of, and major effects of, scientific development, Silver writes, “Science has to be watched.  The layman can no longer afford to stand to one side, ignorant of the meaning of advances that will determine the kind of world that his children will inhabit, and the kind of children that he will have.”

The definition of "biotechnology" expressed by Dater, and apparently accepted by the authors in Exploring the Future, is flawed, beginning with the basic premise.  He broadens the definition of biotechnology and speaks of biological, social, and physical technologies.  He cites "extrasensory perception" as a biological technology.  If Dater's definition is taken in the context of genetic engineering, the logical conclusion is a forecast that the genetic engineering of children to assure psychic powers can be accomplished.  By calling ESP a field of biotechnology, Dater’s assumption is that ESP originates in the brain, and this physical instrument of the mind is the highest power of man. He also equates intelligence with ESP, where no such connection has been proved. To the reader, it may appear only an implied forecast, but the implication is fundamental because it is the point at which a premise is established.

Biological technology is the application of science to the physical part of man.  If physical science is applied to the brain in the form of chemicals, plastics or medical science to the degree a desired change or replacement of a damaged portion of the gray matter (brain) takes place, we have biotechnology at work. To some degree chemicals have already been in use a long time for the purpose of creating a psychic experience, or pain relief, but this is not biotechnology. If applied science could in some way assist or enhance the neural network, it would be biotechnology at its best. 

Dr. Bruce Lipton, Ph.D. in his lectures and manual, The Biology of Complementary Medicine, asserts that biology did not make the move from Newtonian physics to quantum physics. In fact, it is 70 years behind.  He writes, “Quantum mechanics establishes that “information” can be carried by “energy” as well as by molecules.  Information “shapes” the expression of biological organisms.  Consequently, we must face the reality that “energy” is as equally effective in shaping life, as are molecules (matter).  Since “energy” and “spirit” are synonymous, it would be correct to conclude that “spirit” can shape the quality of our lives.”  In other words, while some biologists are rejecting all fields of knowledge except for the fourth field, even the one they are clinging to is outdated.

Extrasensory perception does not belong in the definition of biotechnology because it does not originate in the brain nor relate to a particular intelligence quota.  ESP emanates from the mind and its resources.  Dater assigns these powers to the brain, but the brain is under the direction of the mind, and the two are not the same.  When we speak of controlling our thoughts, or will power, we are talking about making our brains do what we want them to do.  In this case, who is "we"?   By what means do we, the third party, hope to control the brain if the brain is the real controller?  The brain operates and is integrated with the physical senses.  It should be apparent the mind is controller of the brain, which is its biological instrument. This means ESP is not an extra sense belonging to the physical level, cannot accurately be called biological technology.  Biological technology is the application of science to the physical part of man.  

Great psychics of the past, such as Edgar Casey, have insisted almost anyone who wants to develop this ability can do so.  His contention was that man already has this ability. There is no indication it is inherited from parents or that a breed of people with a proclivity to psychic power can be developed.  It is a perceptive capability inherent in all human beings, but again, this ability has to be developed.  There is no indication psychic power has anything to do with a specific degree of intelligence or inherited genes.  It does not follow that if the parent is psychic, the children or grandchildren will be as well. 

A population made up of people with higher intelligence does not necessarily mean intuitive man, with inner knowledge, will have come of age.  A population made up of Einsteins would have the intelligence to solve many problems, but the fact that the Earth might have a more intelligent population, does not necessarily mean there would be more people with psychic capabilities, or that those who had such capabilities could and would control them for the well-being of humankind.

Jesus and Buddha taught that the kingdom of heaven was in man, and he needed to search within to find it.  They said this inner knowledge had to be sought, and it would require effort.  A price had to be paid for it.  The merchant sold all he had to buy this pearl of great price.  There is enough evidence to say there are legitimate psychics, but it is also evident few have any understanding of the source.   What good would it do to develop a world full of psychics if they do not have inner-knowledge, and if a balanced intuitive type man does not emerge?

Huxley noted, “The masters of Hindu spirituality urge their disciples to pay no attention to the siddhis, or psychic powers, which may come to them unsought, as a by-product of one pointed contemplation.  The cultivation of these powers, they warn, distracts the soul from reality and sets up insurmountable obstacles in the way of enlightenment and deliverance."  He also writes, “There are some who try to make use of the supernatural power of creation by contacting the spirit world through a medium or through invoking spirits.  That is on a very limited level of strength because no spirit is in possession of the total power of nature.”  He also makes the point, “Positive thinking may have its value against negative thinking, but it has practically no value when compared with the power of Being.”

In the text, Exploring the Future, the difference between science and technology is described in terms of motive.  Science is said to be the search for knowledge for its own sake.  Generally accepted science means knowledge of physical matter or, truth that can be proved by mathematical formulations.   E. F. Shumacher, in his book, A Guide for the Perplexed, defines modern science as being in the fourth field of knowledge.  The fourth field of knowledge essentially being the study of what we perceive with our senses or the material manifestations of what is created in thought. The first three fields of knowledge are discounted by many scientists as being unscientific, because they are fields of knowledge in which one is unable to show proof in the manner one proves or disproves a formula in the fourth field of knowledge.

The first field of knowledge, the one that the Great Masters have revealed as most important, is "Inner Knowledge of Ourselves".  The second field Shumacher calls, "The knowledge we can acquire of the inner being of others".  This second field of knowledge is based upon the first because, if we cannot and do not know ourselves, we do not have a basis for understanding our fellowmen and lower levels of life.  The third field of knowledge pertains to knowing one’s Self as seen by others.   If you do not know yourself and cannot know the inner man who is your brother, how could you possibly know how others perceive you?

In The Future: Opportunity Not Destiny, the unparalleled development of the physical sciences, Howard F. Didsbury Jr. wrote, "Yet it seems that science also has peaked and started down the slope of decline.”  He noted that “there was a time when the priests of science prided themselves on finding absolute truth and reducing nature to a set of fixed laws.  Now the certainties of yesterday are melting away."  Mankind has made great strides in the fourth field of knowledge, but scientists have developed dogmas of their own that in my opinion are unscientific.  In other words, they do not always follow their own rules and can frequently be found trying to apply their rules to the other three fields of knowledge.   

Witness the acceptance by the scientific community of the theory of evolution.  While there is definitely evolution, this theory, as expounded by Darwin and evolutionists today, has not been proven.  In fact, Dr. Lipton states, “Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution IS wrong!”  He goes on to say, “Indeed, there has always been more religious faith than scientific principle in support of Darwinian theory.” The Law of Evolution and Unfoldment is a Universal Law, but this theory is not.  The word science means "true fact".  Scientists are those who supposedly search for knowledge that can be established as "true fact".  In embracing what is still theory with regard to the connection between man and animal, as if it were fact and therefore science, scientists are being no less cultic than religious groups who cannot prove their dogma in the fourth field.  When scientists go outside the fourth field of knowledge into fields they do not recognize as existing, they are operating under rules of which they are ignorant.

The physicist formulates a theory.  If he can produce a mathematical formula that proves the theory, it becomes established science.  Based upon this science, he formulates additional theories that if not proven mathematically, are discarded.  Once the Physicist goes past his methodology for proving the theory mathematically, he reaches what is known as "pure theoretical physics".   He has now moved outside the fourth field of knowledge.

When we refer to biology, we specifically speak of the study of the physical and material body of a living organism.  When we talk about technology, we are specifically referring to the use of scientific knowledge for application to man's material needs.  Therefore, technology simply means man making use of physical science for whatever use he deems practical on the physical level.  Biotechnology is the merging of biological knowledge with electronics and other physical sciences.  Technology is applied science, and biotechnology is science applied to the physical body.  When biotechnology is used in reference to the mind of man, it takes on connotations beyond science applied to physical man or his instrument, the brain. 

Dr. Bruce Lipton, a cellular biologist, notes, “I contrasted and compared the molecular structure and functional behavior of a silicon chip with that of a cell membrane.  After a careful analysis, I realized that it was not an accident or simple coincidence.  The definition of the cell membrane was the same as that electrical engineers used to describe a chip.  The membrane doesn’t just look like a chip, and it doesn’t just smell like a chip, the membrane is, by every sense of the definition, an organic computer chip.”  The fact is impressions have to be made upon the chip.  The chip itself is an instrument of the mind. The impressions for the chip come from resources upon which the mind has drawn.

In Exploring the Future, it is stated, "Early technologies predated science and the scientific paradigm as they are now defined, so it cannot be said that early technologies were based on the discoveries of modern science.  Instead, they resulted from the innate human genius for applying knowledge, experience, and the materials at hand to some task people wanted to perform."  Might we not then call early technology unscientific?  What they are saying is this was a different field of knowledge than the fourth field that today we refer to as scientific.  The authors made the distinction without naming it, but they recognized there is a difference.  Is Shumacher correct in saying that science, as currently defined, is only one of at least four fields of knowledge?  The authors in this text say as much, even though they appear to accept the assumption of Dater.  They say, "There is innate knowledge, part of the genius of man".  That knowledge, I assert, comes from the other three fields of knowledge.

Bionics is described in the text as "the fusion of electronic technology with biological organisms, usually humans".   Genetic engineering is the biotechnology holding the most promise for human benefit, but it is also the most dangerous.  The danger comes from not understanding the existence of the four fields of knowledge and the difference in the rules that govern each.  Genetic engineering applies the science of genetics to the application of enhancing mental or physical capabilities in those yet to be born.  For the living, progress has been made by injecting diseased body parts with the genes of individuals who have a resistance to the disease of the patient.  Through genetic engineering, the capabilities of a brain could be enhanced to the point that the individual is capable of "Einstein type reasoning", but this capability would no more reveal the first, second and third field of knowledge than increasing the hard drive on a computer would make it run faster.  The enhanced hard drive would be able to store more information, but it would not give it more megahertz.  This is analogous to the different fields of knowledge.

In summary, I question the whole idea of biotechnology being applied to a field of knowledge to which it does not belong.  I see no problem with the maximum development of biotechnology from all sciences, whether chemical, electronic, materials, or genetics, as long as it is applied within its field of knowledge.  Biotechnology operates within a field of knowledge that does not allow it to recognize or explore the other fields of knowledge.  It rules them out as unscientific, and holds itself up as somehow higher than the other fields that cannot operate according to the fourth field’s scientific rules.  Any effort to apply its rules to the other fields is tantamount to playing football with the rules of baseball.  It will only establish misunderstood concepts, such as Dater's assertion that extrasensory perception is biotechnology.

The rejection of other fields of knowledge has led scientists to proclaim man is an electromechanical entity, and different from primates only because of the size of his brain.  This type of thinking cannot lead to the development of a higher order of man, or any understanding of the other fields of knowledge, no matter how intelligent genetics is able to make mankind. Shumacher noted, “Scientific competence and technology is breathtakingly powerful on the physical level and within its field of knowledge, but when it comes to the essentially human concerns, it is both ignorant and incompetent”.  

Didsbury notes, "In 1902, Henry Adams, a leading American historian and intellectual and descendant of two presidents, declared, as had Tolstoy, that modern technology has nothing to do with genuine progress".  Dater’s forecast cannot be realized because the basic premise is wrong.  The correct statement that should replace "extrasensory perception" as a category of biotechnology should be, "Intelligence enhancement is a biological technology". There is no way to reach man's full potential if our dependence is on the fourth field of knowledge only, and no way for maximum benefits to be derived from biotechnology if it assumes a roll beyond its scope.

Lesson Questions

1) Biological technology is the application of science to the physical part of man.

2) Biotechnology is a major science, which combines biology and psycho-technologies.

3) Dater calls extrasensory perception (ESP) a biological technology.

4) Dater’s assumption is ESP originates in the brain and this physical instrument of the mind is the highest power of man.

5) Extrasensory perception originates in the brain.

6) Edgar Casey insisted anyone with an IQ over 125 could develop ESP.

7) There is no indication psychic power has anything to do with a specific degree of intelligence or that it is inherited.

8) There is enough evidence to say there are legitimate psychics but it is also evident that few have any understanding of the source.

9) Generally accepted science means knowledge of physical matter or truth that can be proved by mathematical formulations.

10) E.F. Shumacher defines modern science as being in the first field of knowledge

11) When scientists go outside the fourth field of knowledge into fields they do not recognize as existing, they are operating under rules of which they are ignorant.

12) Genetic engineering is the area of biotechnology holding the most promise for human benefit but it is also the most dangerous.

13) Bionics is described in the text as “the fusion of electronic technology with micro biological organisms.

14) Renford’s objection in this essay is to the idea of biotechnology being applied to a field of knowledge to which it does not belong.

15) Scientific competence and technology is breath taking and powerful on the physical level and within its field of knowledge, but when it comes to the essentially human concerns, it is both ignorant and incompetent.

16) Biotechnology operates within a field of knowledge that allows it to recognize and explore all fields of knowledge.

17) Early technologies predated science and the scientific paradigm as they are now defined, so it cannot be said that early technologies were based on the discoveries of modern science.

18) Early technologies resulted from the innate human genius for applying knowledge, experience, and the materials at hand to some task people wanted to perform.

19) In 1902, Henry Adams, a leading American historian and intellectual, the descendent of two Presidents, declared that only with modern technology can we actually see genuine progress.

20) There is no way to reach man’s full potential if our dependence is on the forth field of knowledge only, and no way for maximum benefits to be derived from biotechnology if it assumes a roll beyond its scope.

Besides the fact that Dater’s basic premise is incorrect (that we can breed a class of people who have ESP capabilities), what would acceptance of this premise mean?

Essay 7 – Taken from The Laws of Material Wealth by Renford
Leadership

Leadership qualities and what it takes to be a good leader are subjects of much discussion. These qualities and those of individual leaders are often discussed and political leaders compared.  The question of leadership qualities and what constitutes good leadership may be secondary. It is more important as to whether or not the leader has any concept of how to go about achieving the objectives of the organization.  Does the leader have “success consciousness”?  In other words, does the leader know the only proven formula for success?  In my training classes and articles, I refer to it as "The Secret of Success".  I have come to the conclusion that it is still a secret due to the quantity of poor leaders evident around us.

Many books on leadership and many profiles of great leaders have been written.  I could list all the qualities and attributes I think a good leader should have.  We could even argue for days about which attributes to list and which is most important.  These are individual qualities that have been demonstrated by good leaders, but no matter the quantity of such qualities, the success of a leader will be determined by his understanding of the success formula I will cover in this essay.  A leader may have deficiencies in the qualities listed in any book and still be able to make up for them and accomplish worthwhile objectives if he has awareness of this success formula.

It may seem an oversimplification of a complicated problem but when the simple logic of this success formula is examined, it will be evident even to the skeptic.  The steps I will outline have occurred when success was achieved and they were absent when failure reared its ugly head.  In cases of success and failure, the leadership attributes listed in the books may have been present to one degree or another in any leader. Assume for a moment all the attributes listed by the experts are the ultimate deciding factors, where is the factor that makes the difference?  I say the key factor is success consciousness and that it is rooted in understanding the Universal Principles explained in the first level of the Institute and the Renford Books.

With understanding of the Universal Law of Being (The fact that each individual is endowed with certain innate powers that he can develop and strengthen) there is a basis for the first requirement. 1) It is necessity to know where you are.  By “where you are” I mean, where your head is and what your capabilities are. Capabilities may also refer to what resources you have at your disposal and what you can gather.  Most think it is a given that one would know where one is, but that is often not the case.  Many an organization has found itself with a new leader who is thought to be a great leader but with no knowledge of what he has to work with.  Many a new leader is confidently unaware of pitfalls left behind by his predecessor.

How can you plot a course if you do not know exactly where you want to go?  How do you plot the course to where you want to go (once you know where you want to go) if you do not know where you are?  If you do not know your capabilities and assets, you cannot properly plan even if you think you know where you want to go.  Try using a computer program that plots a course for you the next time you plan a trip by car.  Tell it where you want to go, but don’t tell it where you are.  It will ask where you are because it is not possible for it to chart your course without knowing this fundamental fact.

We take to heart the fact that the Constitution of the United States says we are created equal.  We are equal only in that we have certain unalienable rights, such as, the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  We are not created with equal talents, capabilities, and temperaments.  The parable of the talents, as taught by Jesus, illustrates this point clearly.  Each in this story had a different amount of talents.  It was not the number, but what each did with the talents that made the difference.  Each did know exactly what he had to work with. Anyone can learn to manage, can’t he?  We too must be aware of what we have to work with to accomplish our objectives.  Only then can we successfully go on to the next stage.

2) A good leader has a clear-cut vision of what the organization wants to accomplish within a specific time frame.  The listed attributes you will find in almost any book on leadership include “vision” but I mean more than just “vision”.  I mean a vivid picture with the timing of completion as critical as the picture.  It is not enough to establish goals. There must be a specific target date.  As in any situation, whether personal or public, we must know exactly what we want.  If we do not know what we want, and when we expect to achieve it, how can we ever expect to accomplish it? 

The objective is simply not enough by itself.  Being able to determine what the organization really wants to see happen and when, is, therefore, a prerequisite to planning.  This is often more difficult than the planning because most any organization will have as many opinions about this as there are members in the organization.  Most failures are created here and never really make it to the planning stage. The failure of leadership is first the inability to focus the whole organization as one individual with one goal and specific time frame.

3) Once there are clear objectives, the planning is centered upon how to achieve these objectives.  Even when there are clear objectives there is often such a divergence of opinion on how to achieve them that planning is almost impossible.  An effective leader must know how to articulate the goals and the problems to be faced in order to get the cooperation needed to formulate plans.  Due to this difficulty new leaders often appear to lurch from one set of plans to another, incapable of formulating policy, and buffeted by elements within the organization.  This can be as disastrous as those leaders who have no clear objectives.

A grudging compromise between factions will not be sufficient to be considered effective leadership because the organization made up of individuals must function as one.  Just as the specific goals and time frame had to be hammered out, the plans must also represent the collective desire of the individuals with a single plan of action.  The airline pilot has a specific flight plan before he takes off.  He simply would not be allowed to take off without one.  It would be unthinkable.  A ship's captain has a charted course.  Can you imagine a ship leaving harbor without knowing its destination or expected time of arrival?  Yet, the leaders of many organizations, even our government, often appear to be standing watch instead of formulating specific policy objectives, and keeping peace instead of executing a well-formulated plan.

4) The fourth factor that all good leaders demonstrate is both the skill and determination to see the plan through to completion.  Perseverance in the pursuit of the objective is often more important than skill.  Good leaders will recognize their limitations and make sure that the proper skills are available to them but no one can take the place of a leader when it comes to determination and persistence.  A leader with purpose, plan and persistence is 75% of the way to success.  The moment the leader falters in this attribute of persistence and it is seen by the members, directors or the management team, the mantle of leadership has just changed.  It has changed regardless of all other factors.  This almost inevitably leads to problems that cannot be overcome unless leadership is reasserted and demonstrated.

5) While it is extremely important that the leader remain steadfast in the face of opposition, flexibility is the final key to success.  We all admire "iron jawed determination" in our leaders.  We fondly refer to them as "bull dogs" when they get their teeth into a project, or in pursuit of their goals, but when this persistency is misguided, or circumstances change, they must be able to recognize the necessity of change, or they can lead the organization to disaster.  Our rockets to outer space from time to time must receive radio-controlled adjustments.  Ships alter course due to winds and weather.  Airplanes must alter course, climb or drop in altitude, in order to adjust to obstacles or headwinds.  Flexibility on the part of a leader simply means adjustability to events, not the abandonment of the organizations goals.  Flexibility cannot be overestimated in importance.  In many cases, it is the life and death of the organization itself that is in the balance.

Wisdom is always to be valued in a leader above all else.  It can be said with complete accuracy that a leader without knowledge of the five points covered is not wise.  It is the understanding of an individual that demonstrates the leadership skills, but it is within the framework of this formula.  It is not a matter of addressing the needs of the masses, or the faceless rank and file.  Leaders find it impossible to move the masses except by moving the individual.  If the individual is not motivated or caused to visualize a better world beyond his daily life, he will be unable to rise to the challenges of the future.

It is said of the American Presidency that the office has often make the man instead of his making the office.  It has been under the most extraordinary circumstances that great leaders have come to the forefront.  It may take the most extraordinary circumstances before people will be inspired to rise to the occasion.  This will necessitate inspired leadership, but even inspired leadership without the framework of the formula I have outlined, stands no chance.

Different organizations and institutions require different kinds of leaders.  I have experienced, and made the mistake of believing I could lead any type of organization, simply by being an example.  I was president one year of a Kiwanis Club.  The Kiwanis Club is comparable to the Rotary Club, the Lion's Club, and other service-oriented clubs.  I knew how to do everything, from setting up fundraisers, publishing the bulletin, conducting the meetings and conducting membership drives.  I had performed these functions as Chairman of these committees, and had served as Bulletin Editor in preceding years.

This is an international organization that has established goals and a specific plan, but the individual member must each year renew his commitment to the goal and plan.  I assumed that because this international organization had the goal and plan that this part of the success formula was unnecessary.  I obviously knew how to do everything but motivate the membership to act on their goals and plans.  We fulfilled our normal objectives but failed to grow or achieve our potential, because I did not lead them to adopt their own stated goals and plan.

A good legislator, such as Lyndon B. Johnson had difficulties in the executive branch.  Jimmy Carter, who was a good hearted detail man, worked extremely hard, and is viewed by many as an ineffectual President.  Both of these examples are an expression of my views, and are, of course, subject to the political viewpoint of those who have an opinion.  Their goals and plans were simply not those of the people and in the end they did not have the flexibility to make the necessary changes.

Over the past few years we have experienced the phenomena of talk radio, which is an example of unexpected influence.  In my opinion it has been successful because it allowed the everyday citizen to express his fears and desires as no other venue in history.  The national audience of these conservative talk programs was the critical force in the 94 congressional and gubernatorial elections.  

Sometimes, it seems only people who want to hear themselves on radio in front of a national and international audience call in.  Sometimes it seems it is a forum for the mentally disturbed, but I have listened intently to both liberal and conservative shows, and have been impressed by the depth of insight and feeling expressed by the callers.  This phenomenon may pass, as we are inclined to fads, but it is this kind of unexpected source, which can play an important part in determining goals and plans that will make the formula work for our national leaders.

Ministers, teachers and parents lead. Volunteers lead and social service personnel should lead.  Leaders in Science and Business must join for the future wellbeing of the world populace, and they must be aware of the other fields of knowledge. This is the only counterbalance to poor government leadership.  Spiritual and political leaders must understand the needs of the individual in ways they have not always addressed in the past.  Regardless of the type or size of the organization, I see all the attributes of a good leader as ineffectual, without the “success consciousness” formula I have outlined.  No matter how good the leader is, or what qualities are possessed, in the final analysis, they are exercised successfully only within these parameters.

Lesson Questions

1) The point is made at the beginning of the essay that success consciousness is more important than traditional leadership qualities.

2) It is not important to know where you are as all of your focus must be on where you are going.

3) Success consciousness is rooted in understanding that it is impossible to fool all the people all the time.

4) We are equal only in that we have certain inalienable rights, such as the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

5) A good leader has a clear-cut vision of what he wants the organization to accomplish within a specific time frame.

6) There is no prerequisite to planning.

7) As long as there is at least a grudging compromise between factions, it is sufficient to be considered a good leader, because an organization is made up of individuals.

8) Once there are clear objectives, the planning is centered upon how to achieve these objectives.

9) The fourth factor that all good leaders demonstrate is both the skill and determination to see the plan through to completion.

10) Flexibility is the final key to success.

11) It can be said with complete accuracy that a leader without knowledge of the five points covered in the essay is not wise.

12) Leaders in Science and Business, the two hands that must join for the future well-being of the world populace must become more evident.

What is the key point being made about leadership in this essay?

Essay 8 – Taken from Renford Revelations – Volume Four
Ethics – Religion – Universal Laws

How do the Universal Laws relate to ethics and religion?  Is there anything easier about living by the Laws than just being a good ethical person, a good moral man, or a religious person?  Is there any real difference between any of them?  What does one who finds understanding and enlightenment get for his trouble?  Does he go to heaven or receive some sort of tangible reward?  What does one get from the Universal Laws that one doesn't get from organized religious belief systems?  This essay is designed to answer these questions and to determine the basis of ethics and religion.  The role of individual responsibility and popular concepts of the salvation of man are discussed.

There is a great deal of noise being made by politicians, writers and evangelists about the sad state of ethics and morality in the world today.  It is as if there had been a golden era when good ethics ruled supreme.  The good old days are harkened to as the days when a man’s word was his bond, when a handshake was better than a contract. I have known such men and they exist today, but one cannot conjure up an idyllic time without entering fantasyland. We know there have always been con artists, and we have classic examples even in the lineage of Jesus.

We have no dearth of fundamentalist preachers and televangelists decrying the state of affairs but those who verbalize these concerns are reminiscent of the admonishment of Jesus to clear the large object from our own eyes before trying to remove the small object from the eyes of someone else.  Radio and television have no lack of representation from Christian ministers.  Those who specialize in “the prophesies” are more sensational, possibly raise more money, and may have a broader audience than those who preach the gospel as they see it.  Except for its value in fund raising, much of this programming is wasted in cries about the awful state of the world.  There are constant tirades against the scapegoats mentioned, but few, if any, of these evangelists are introspective about Christianity.

If a minister is not prepared to go back past dogmas and creeds to the basic and powerful teachings of Jesus, he will never find the answers to the ethics problem or social ills.  If the plan of salvation expounded does not place responsibility where it belongs, that is squarely on human beings, the solutions will not be found, because the finger of guilt never finds the origin of wrong thought.

When the standard philosophy is “human beings are unworthy unjustifiable weaklings in no way responsible for their condition, and who can in no way solve their own problems”, human beings slide away from responsibility, and therefore, the action necessary, to rectify the problems they face.

We have many scapegoats: the media, the education system, politicians and bureaucrats; but, I suggest the basic fault lies in our own acceptance of the way things are.  When we let a situation ride without standing up for principle in small things, eventually, these small things become major problems.  When we place the blame elsewhere, we are like the chemical abuser or mentally unstable person who has not yet recognized his problem.  This must occur before the healing process can begin.

For example, when we feel instead of think, we see only the damage done by quack abortionists.  In this case, we are not thinking about the question of responsibility of the individuals themselves.  We think Washington or somebody ought to do something about these butchers.  Women should not be forced to go to people like this!  If they do not have money, somebody should help them, so they can go to a safe place.  What we as a nation create is what we as a nation have been thinking.  If we place the responsibility for this situation on the government, or someone outside of the individuals directly involved, that is the direction we are going to look for answers.  We are effectively abrogating individual responsibility.

When the government comes up with a program, taxes us to do the job, and takes action we feel is morally wrong, we then decry their interference into our lives. In our efforts to do “good”, according to our religious upbringing, we have placed the responsibility other than where it belongs.  If it is recognized where the responsibility belongs and efforts are toward teaching responsibility, we are in harmony with Universal Law.  When we are in harmony with Universal Law we find solutions, instead of creating new problems.

In Ethics And The Limits of Philosophy by Bernard Williams, he says that Socrates' first question was "how should one live."  Bernard says, "Plato thought that philosophy could answer the question.  He then asked, "How could it be that a subject, something studied in universities something for which there is a large technical literature, could deliver what one might recognize as an answer to the basic questions of life?"  Emerson's answer in his essay Self Reliance was, "Who so would be a man must be a nonconformist.  He who would gather immortal palms must not be hindered by the name of goodness, but must explore if it be goodness.  Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of your own mind."

Williams tries to contrast ethical and egoistic consideration and points out, "But might not somebody want someone else's happiness?  Then would not egoism, my pursuit of what I want, coincide with what is supposed to be an ethical type of consideration, the concern for someone else's happiness?"  This question shows that the author equates the highest ethical behavior only in relation to someone else's happiness.

Emerson's view was: "There is a class of persons to whom by all spiritual affinity I am bought and sold; for them I will go to prison, if need be; but your miscellaneous popular charities; the education at college of fools; the building of meeting houses to the vain end to which many now stand; alms to sots; and the thousand fold Relief Societies; - though I confess with shame I sometimes succumb and give the dollar, it is a wicked dollar which by and by I shall have the manhood to withhold."

There is no contrast to be made between ethics and self- interest.  Ethics must be studied in reference to behavior toward one's self, as well as others.  It is not an “either or” question.  When one pursues one's own interest without harm to others it is ethical.  When one pursues one's own interest and harms others, he is not really pursuing his own interest.  He only thinks he is.  By pursuing what he selfishly sees as his best interest, and causing harm to others, he is undermining the fabric of society and, therefore, harming himself.

When we understand the Universal Law of Righteous Self-interest, the Law of Being as well as the Law of Balance, we understand causing harm to others has a negative effect on evolution and unfoldment.  At the same time, if one causes harm to himself in order to placate a society which demands the sacrifice of self-interest as the only ethical behavior; again it is detrimental to the process of unfoldment.  Emerson counsels, "It is easy in the world to live after the world's opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great man is he who, in the midst of the crowd, sleeps with perfect sweetness the independence of solitude."

Williams does not believe philosophy should try to produce ethical theory.  He says, "This does not mean that philosophy cannot offer any critique of ethical beliefs and ideas."  I say the predominant philosophy of life in a society is what determines the ethics of that society; that the two cannot be separated.  Whatever philosophy of life the individual comes to accept will determine what he considers to be good ethics.  When this comes into conflict with the majority's philosophy and, therefore, the majority's ethics, he will be considered unethical.  The majority in a democracy will base their laws on their philosophy and, therefore, their ethics, and the individual with a standard of ethics based on his own philosophy will find himself afoul of the law of society.

At the close of Chapter 1, Williams asked the question (How should one live?) taken from Aristotle's Ethics.  "Must any philosophical inquiry into the ethical and into the good life require the value of philosophy itself and of a reflective intellectual stance to be a part of the answer?  My answer is YES.

Williams believes, "the issue about religious ethics are issues about the human impulses that expressed themselves in it, and they should be faced in those terms."  While the Yahweh of the Old Testament is depicted as having little or no concern for ethics, and was concerned primarily with total obedience, one cannot at any time say the same about the Masters who taught humankind the basis of all ethics.  They taught ethics, as they understood it from Universal Mind.  Without an understanding of the Universal Laws one has no solid basis for ethics.  With understanding of Universal Laws, one finds real understanding of ethics.  This is because the question of ethics is rooted in Universal Law.  One must understand the creative power of thought (the Law of Pure Potentiality), the Law of Being, the Law of Proper Perspective and the Law of Balance, which are the very basis of ethical action. 

Williams admits "Central to the life of practical reason are certain excellences of character or virtues, which are internalized dispositions of action with regard to courage, for instance, or self-control, seems very recognizable; in other respects it belongs to another world."  Of course, this is true, because all of these virtues come from understanding of Universal Law.   The Universal Laws provide an understanding of why right action is right.  Because all natural laws are based upon Universal Laws, it is possible through them to understand right ethical action.  It is of a different world because it comes from Universal Mind, and it is of this world because those laws are the foundation of our natural laws. It is understood by the student of Universal Law that there is no difference in the worlds mentioned, because they are all part of the Absolute Unity.

Williams quotes from Robert Nozich and affirms his own understanding that one's belief should – track the truth.  "Bearing this in mind, one must conclude that right ethics are based on truths or human concepts of truth."  I submit the Universal Truths are the foundations of all knowledge, and, therefore, the ultimate reference for good ethics.  One of the greatest proponents of Universal Law was Jesus but his words have been buried in dogma.  Universal Law takes us back to the basics.  Henry Ward Beecher talked about “the cobwebs we have allowed to cover the basic principles of the Law and therefore our view of ethics and spiritual truths.”

When the basic principle of a church is “all the answers, all the sacrifice and all the power of salvation are outside human beings, why should we do anything?  When our view is: human beings did not cause it, and can do nothing about it”, we end up with the conclusion that we have to make no effort.  We are saved by Jesus, and the wicked will be punished someday.  But what about now?  When activists want to do something about a perceived ill (right or wrong in perception) they are rabble-rousers.  On the one hand, there are those who see justification for picketing abortion clinics.  Women's groups see justification for their protest for the rights of women.  Neither have anything to do with where responsibility rests.  The point is that both sides are trying to do something about a perceived ill, which has no solution in their actions.

Reformers start with a social evil and when they buy into the same dogma “that society's ills are outside of itself; that all social ills are due to environmental conditions, and that the only salvation is Washington”, where is the difference in their philosophy and that of the Fundamentalist Christian?

The answers lie in real understanding of the Universal Truths, which as Jesus did, teaches personal responsibility.  Jesus taught the value of right thinking, proper perspective, action, persistence and love.  The answer is found in the Law of Giving.  This law, which explains the need of service to others, provides the manner in which we accomplish the goal and in the process learn and gain ourselves.  The result is understanding of individual responsibility on the part of those with the problem.

Jesus did not teach a soft easy way.  He says, "Take my yoke upon you and learn of me".  He is saying this way is easy because, in the long run, it is the easiest way.  At the same time he doesn't say it will be easy from the beginning.  He says, "Take my yoke."  Who wears a yoke?  Beasts of labor!  This indicates his yoke requires work.  He says "Learn of me".  What did he teach about learning of him and finding the Kingdom?  He taught work on self.  He said: "Straight and narrow is the way and few there will be who will find it".  Work, search, study, yoke, and do; - these are all words of action.  It is simply not possible to stop the slide of society without starting with each individual self.  It is not possible to rectify the wrongs we see without establishing in the minds of each individual the necessity of personal responsibility.

We cannot cure what we see as evils or wrongs, in our society by expounding a doctrine, which says human beings are unworthy of Gods help, but because of his great love, he will help anyway.  Imagine, if you can, His reasoning. “Humans, you can't do anything.  All your work is as filthy rags so I'm going to send my only begotten son and let him be killed for you.  Now all you have to do is believe.  I know you are too weak to make yourself perfect, and that all will sin and come short of perfection.  So if you will just believe that he is my son everything will be all right.  You don't have to do anything about the ills in your society.  Vengeance is mine.  You just believe and I will take care of you and punish the bad guys.  Oh I know you will lie a little, fornicate a little, steal a little, but if you believe my son is the Christ I'll forgive all this; after all you aren't responsible anyway.  You are too weak.  You just have to believe, live in my grace, and I will punish anybody and everybody who does not do so for an eternity.

When we study the elements and components of Universal Law we cannot help but see the shallowness of such an idea, as explained in the above paragraph. It is soul destroying, not soul uplifting.  Granted, this line of thought was generated by one segment of Christianity, and it took them 300 years to come up with the doctrine. The Reformation Movement was a reaction to the dogma, which laid emphasis on the works of man, but it too is wrong thought.  As can be seen, the reaction took the reformers careening off the road in revulsion and created a repulsive and demeaning doctrine.  When you attempt to reform an idea based on wrong thought, no matter how much reforming, or restructuring you do, it will still be a wrong thought, a wrong premise, and a wrong system.  The world is full of patchwork ideas.

When relative thinking is removed from the picture long enough to see clearly the Universal Truths, right thought can be formulated.  With right thinking we can begin to work on a problem effectively.  We create with thought, we have proper perspective, we can know what we have created in thought exist, believe it will come to pass, and that it will do so through our actions.  If we were all working on ourselves, we would of necessity love, give, teach and benefit society as a whole.

When a proposition for salvation is presented that sounds easy, it has popular appeal.  We say it is a beautiful system that God has created for us.  The man says, I'm in sin now and even God knows how weak I am.  He isn't blaming me.  I'm not responsible for my condition.  Adam did it!  All the good I do in the world isn't going to get me the kingdom.  Thinking is tough.  God does it for me and Jesus did all the dirty work by sacrificing himself for this unworthy world.  If I revere him, all I have to do is live the best I can, sin as little as possible and I'm home free.

The Catholic says, “Confession is good for the soul.”  Sure, it makes one feel better to get one's sins off of one's chest.  It’s a form of tension release.  I go in, tell Father Priest what I've done wrong, or what I've failed to do.  He gives me a little exercise in punishment and I can do it all again next week, because God knows all sin and come short of his glory.  Where is the work on Self?  Where is the Kingdom?  Is saying 100 "Hail Marys" going to bring you within to the Kingdom?   It might, if in the process of saying this mantra, one is able to remove all thought, and open the self to Universal Mind.  It is unlikely to do much good if while in the process of mechanical verbalization, the mind is on what has to be done in the office, or on what to cook for dinner.  Whatever penance you have to do, will it establish in your heart, soul, and mind, personal responsibility for your actions?  Will it cause the kind of work on Self that develops soul growth?

An extreme example, but valid one nevertheless, is, the murderer who confesses his sin.  He is contrite, and sorry for an emotional act for which he might never again be subjected.  Whether the priest absolves him or not, where lies the responsibility for the death of the individual? Do we blame bad environment, parents who did not teach self-control, or a drunken father who beat him? The fact is, the murderer is still responsible.

Even if he confesses in court and is found legally not accountable for his actions, the responsibility is his.  There is no one else.  This fact of responsibility cannot be taken away by anyone and is not a responsibility which Jesus can or would take.  It is the murderer's responsibility, and to begin work on himself and ever balance the scales of justice for his soul, he must start with this recognition.  Only through the Law of Balance – Equalization - Karma, is there a system of complete and perfect justice.  Only through this law can the soul ever make amends for the crimes, and only through this system evolve and unfold. This is "Cause and Effect".  All Universal Laws find expression in natural laws.  The principle which we readily accept, (Cause and Effect), when it comes to matter, is no less true in the subtle form concerning the soul, spirit, or life force.

The body we occupy is the outward expression of the soul.  Our life situation, the body and its environment are the creations of the soul for the soul’s growth and development.  Since the physical body is made up of matter and is finite, it wears out.  This in no way spells the end for the eternal and infinite soul.  If it can create the physical vehicle once, it can do it again and again, in order to fulfill its purpose.

The question is asked; why do children and young people who seem to have everything to live for die?  Where is the justice?  If our view of life is one where the soul's existence is not recognized, or where the soul is created by God at birth, there simply is no justice.  In fact, life would make no sense, and to many, it doesn't have meaning.  Without understanding of the Universal Law of Being, the Law of Balance and the Law of Evolution and Unfoldment (Cause and Effect), there is no discernable justice.

When we can understand the perfect justice of God; realize our purpose for existence, and exercise the power innate in us all, things become clear.  We can see with our eyes, hear with our ears, and understand with our hearts.  Understanding with the heart comes through understanding with our minds, with our reasoning.  "Come let us reason together" is the Biblical admonishment.  Understanding is our purpose; it is all we can take with us, and it is all-important to gain as much as possible in this cycle of life. Mechanical and fear-based thinking must be left with the decaying body if we are to move on to greater lessons and Oneness with Universal Mind.

Some take understanding with the heart to mean one’s sentimental feelings.  The meaning of "heart" as referred to by Jesus, was to stand before God with the mind in the heart.  The heart is the sustaining organ of man's physical being.  Without the physical body, man does not experience in this world made for learning.  So, the heart is the center of what includes the total being of man.  It is not an abrogation of the need for reason.

The only reason the fundamentalist Christian appears to have for the tendencies of a Hitler, or the talents of a four year old Mozart, is that they were under the influence of Satan or demons or in some way were allowed by God for his own reasons. This just God who gave him such talent was certainly not even handed in the talents he passed out.  Why are we all not mathematically inclined or physically beautiful, or have other such talents?  Why is it that some people appear to have no great difficulties or trials in their lives?  They appear to have dull mundane lives, with little cheer.  There are no mountains of joy and no valleys of depression.  Each has put in place the circumstances for his soul’s growth.  Each experiences what he must.  It is his purpose to reason, to learn, and he has created the circumstances most needed.  There are no accidents; all is subject to the law of Cause and Effect.  This does not mean God predetermines all.  When I say “no accidents” I mean all that we attract to our learning experience is brought to us by the choices we make and the situations in which we place ourselves. All the diversities of circumstance, trials and achievements of life can be understood through the knowledge of the essence of man and his evolution; his unfoldment through the stages of his continuing existence.  The first step in the process is the acceptance of responsibility for our situation and the choices we make.

We must remember that the universe and the natural processes of nature are consistently following its pattern.  The growth of the soul is consistent, even though we are faced with many choices.  We choose our paths under Universal Law.  Nature's tendency is to vary within the boundaries of natural law.  Many factors come into play which affects it and the parallel can be found in the circumstances we face in life.  Neither nature nor man lives in a vacuum.

Nature evolves according to the Law of Natural Selection.  The soul evolves according to the Law of Proper Perspective.  The nature of Being is eternal.  Eternal not only means without end, but also without beginning. The choices we make determine future circumstances, so evolution and unfoldment is determined not only by the choices we make during life, but also those we make in preparation for the next cycle of life.  We will select a suitable environment, but it will be influenced by various conditions.  The choices we make determine the degree of understanding we will gain.  The degree of understanding will determine the circumstances of the next cycle of life.

The Law of Karma is simply the Natural Law of Balance.  Balance is achieved via Cause and Effect on the soul level.  We therefore must know cause is not outside of the effect.  It is in the effect.  Swami Abhedananda describes it this way: "The cause is the potential or unmanifested state of the effect, and effect is the actual or manifested cause."  All has been set in motion by Universal Mind and is controlled by Universal Law.

Many have accepted the canonization of the books and the formation of dogma, the priesthood and orthodoxy as the inspired word of God. Their philosophy and ethics are inseparable from their belief systems. They have allowed their faith, their life, and their soul to be limited to what men of imperfect understanding determined was the only inspired words of God; men whose mission developed into building an organization, restricting all but the narrowest aspects of the nature of Jesus; those bent on formulating a religious system whether they had to add to, subtract from, or re-write the books in circulation.  Even within the first hundred years the power struggle was on and power became a bigger player as governments, kingdoms, and empires became officially Christian.

Even with what we have conserved as scripture the Universal Truths can be ascertained and false thoughts and theories can be brought to the surface.  There is tremendous value in the Bible as we have it.  There are books Catholics recognize which were repudiated by Luther and therefore are not part of the Protestant Bible.  They too contain Universal Truths.  There are ancient manuscripts that reveal Universal Truths and shed new light on some events. The Universal Truths can be found by the one who has eyes to see, and an open heart.  At the same time what many Christians would consider pagan writings also express Universal Truths.  The fact that there are stories and wrong thought in some as in that of Yahweh's participation, does not remove those examples of Universal Truths which exist for our benefit and understanding.

Conclusion

Whether looking at the question of Ethics from the effects religion has had on it or the materialist’s view, which denies the existence of God, with an understanding of the Universal Laws we can see how ethics has been affected.  It is the kind of question that has to be answered through reflective living.  The answer has to be discovered, or established, as the result of our process of living.

If one recognizes that like science, philosophy has been a process of trial and error, then one would know that to have truth one must discard deficient philosophical thought as one discards a previously accepted scientific truth when it is proven wrong.  Philosophy is really only accumulated knowledge and if this accumulated knowledge is correct, the philosophy is as perfect in its truth as a scientific law is perfect in its objective truth.

Ethics cannot stand alone without a philosophical base because our rules of behavior are tied to our philosophy of life, whether religious in nature or based upon reason.  If our reasoning is faulty or our religion based upon the warped understanding of God that has come to monopolize religious thought and ethics, we cannot hope to solve the crisis of human ethics.

An enormous number of religious cults have sprung from inordinate attention to details of the New Testament which have little to do with Universal Truths, and the purpose of Universal Mind.  For one bent on acceptance of the 66 books as inspired words written by God and without any influence from Man, Universal Truths will be lost on him anyway.  His blind adherence to the books and the dogma he has come to accept will disallow understanding necessary for soul growth.  They are the ones Jesus spoke of who have closed their eyes and ears, and if this book were given to them, it would be casting pearls before those who cannot receive and therefore cannot benefit.

Lesson Questions

1) If one is deeply religious, ethical and moral there is no real reason for knowledge of the Universal Laws.

2) There was a Golden Time when a man’s word was his bond; when a handshake was better than a contract.

3) If a Minister is not prepared to go back past dogmas and creeds to the basic and powerful teachings of Jesus, he will never find the answers to the ethics problem and social ills.

4) We must understand that human beings are unworthy, unjustifiable weaklings not responsible for their condition.

5) When we place responsibility for the way things are outside of ourselves, we are effectively abrogating individual responsibility.

6) When we are in harmony with Universal Law we find solutions instead of creating new problems.

7) Emerson said, “Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of your mind.

8) Bernard Williams equates the highest ethical behavior only in relation to someone else’ happiness.

9) There is a great contrast to be made between ethics and self-interest.

10) By pursuing one’s own interest, without regard to possible harm to others, the fabric of society is undermined.

11) Emerson said, “The great man is he who, in the midst of the crowd, sleeps with perfect sweetness the independence of solitude.”

12) Williams believes philosophy should try to produce ethical theory.

13) Without an understanding of the Universal Laws one has no basis for ethics.

14) Robert Nozich said, “The Universal Principles have been covered by cobwebs.

15) The principles of Christian traditionalists affirm that all the answers, all the sacrifice and all the power of salvation are outside humankind itself.

16) We cannot cure what we see as evils or wrongs in our society by expounding a doctrine that says human beings are unworthy of God’s help, but because of his great love he will help anyway.

17) Relative thinking must be applied in order to see clearly the Universal Truths.

18) If we were all working on ourselves, we would, of necessity love, give, teach and benefit society as a whole.

19) Only through the Law of Balance and Equalization (Karma), is there a system of complete and perfect justice.

20) All Universal Laws find expression in natural laws.

21) The principle of cause and effect clearly means that all is predetermined by God.

22) The first step in the process of evolution and unfoldment is the acceptance of responsibility for our situation and the choices we make.

23) Eternal not only means without end but also, without beginning.

24) We must know the cause is not outside of the effect.

25) Ethics can stand alone without a philosophical or theological base.

Book Two

The Searcher’s Roadmap

The Searcher’s Roadmap is a book that introduces the Renford Books and the Institute of Applied Metaphysics but it is designated here as Essay One, the first of nine essays in the ULS.  The Searcher’s Roadmap as printed here in the Workbook contains excerpts from the book by the same title.  Only the main parts are included:  The Introduction, What are the Universal Laws?  How will such a study affect me as a Christian, Jew, Buddhist, Hindu or Muslim?  Where do we begin the process? 

Introduction

What are the Universal Laws?  Where do they come from?  Who instituted or caused these Laws to be in effect?  How do we know they are the very framework of our existence?  Why do I call them a roadmap to Self-unfoldment? This is tantamount to asking who instituted the law of gravity or atomic affinity.  Like the law of gravity, we can verify the Universal Laws through our understood life experiences.   I say they are the Divine Self-expression.  They are aspects of God revealed to human beings, but they are only found through our own efforts to know our inner Being.

The Universal Laws together make up the Law of Creation.  Viewed in relation to man, Divine Self-expression is the Law by which each individual soul evolves and unfolds into Universal Being.  

From biblical text it is revealed that God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  What is repentance?  It is not just being sorry for what one has done, but the conscious raising of our thoughts from relative material thought to higher spiritual thought.  It comes from the Greek word Metanoia and means to change one’s way of thinking!

Man is described as a particle of Universal Being – a spark of this total light and a thought of Universal Being, with the self-same creative power of thought.  Our purpose is to experience, learn and continue the creative process.  The Creation is the expression of Divine Love.  Our earnest effort at understanding is our supreme expression of love.

In this book, the Universal Laws are identified and explained as I understand them to have been revealed by the Great Masters. My understanding, like anything you may read anywhere, should not be taken at face value.  I am not asking you to believe anything in this book or any of my books! You cannot afford blind faith in what someone else believes. I am suggesting that you can come to know Universal Being through coming to know your Self.  You can do this by identifying incidents in your life in relation to the Universal Laws. This is your study, your life and your creation. These Laws are not the exclusive property of a cult or secret conclave of mystics.  They have been discovered and written about by poets, theologians, philosophers and thinkers.

If the Universal Laws are true as the Masters taught them, they are the single most important and convincing evidence of the existence of Universal Being.  The laws of nature verify them, and we humans illustrate them.

What are the Universal Laws of Life?

To emphasize the Universal Laws is in no way comparable to insisting on adherence to the Ten Commandments, which were given to the Jews, or a creed formulated by any organized religion. They are the principles upon which even the physical laws of nature rest. My objective in this section is to give a brief description of each of the Universal Principles and to encourage the reader to identify and verify them. Each must confirm the existence of the Laws based upon his own life experiences.  This work on Self is our primary purpose, and there are no short cuts.

______________________

There are more to the Laws than the casual way we have taken the precepts as taught by organized religion.  There is, for example, more to the Law of Love than simply saying, “We all need to love our fellow man.”  We must experience it.  We can express and experience it in many ways. According to the Masters, The Universal Law of Love is the interconnecting energy.  It is the makeup of God.  Quantum physicists talk about a unified field but, not recognizing what it is, they are still looking for it. Native Americans named it “all that is”, and the Chinese call it Tao.  Buddhists call it Dharma, and Jesus said it was “the way, the truth and the light.”

______________________

Metaphysical studies are for those who desire contact with the real world.  Living in a world of illusion and relative conscious thought, many think that the real world is “looking out for number one” because no one else will. Advocates of this worldview are generally talking about material matters. We do have a primary purpose that we cannot allow others to interfere with, but this is not a matter of selfishness. Selfishness goes against the Law of Giving. The Universal Law of Righteous Self-interest has to do with fulfilling our primary purpose for being here: “To thine own self be true.

_____________________

Loving and caring people say, “The world is about giving, about sharing with those less fortunate.”  The Universal Law of Giving is a true and divine principle.   In order to receive abundantly, we must give.  If we are not givers, we cannot expand our receptacle for receiving. If we want wisdom or material abundance, the same process is in effect. We are responsible for the preparation to receive. When we share our wealth or knowledge, we are making room for receiving this abundance. Those who have achieved success in any field of endeavor recognized that you get out of something what you have put in to it, and usually in multiples.

Those on a spiritual path seek the experiential event that goes beyond the senses. Many, however, want to be entertained or titillated by psychic experiences. Jesus told us to seek the kingdom first (the I AM consciousness within), and all else would be added.  If we seek the peripheral benefit, he said that this would be our only reward.  No one of sound mind will dispute the value of experience. The Universal Law of Evolution and Unfoldment, when understood, reveals our purpose for being here.  Jesus called these understood life experiences “treasures that are to be laid up in heaven instead of on earth”.  Our understood life experiences are all that we take with us.  They do not have to be supernatural events to be understood life experiences.

________________________

We must move past the idea of reward and punishment because we do not need a fear based attitude toward God. The extended carrot in one hand and the stick that will rain down upon us for an eternity if we make a mistake is a concept found in most organized religions.  Even in some “new thought” oriented organizations there are those who beat themselves up with good and bad karma.  True understanding of karma is an understanding of balance.  It is the law of cause and effect.  Where we have an imbalance in nature, it moves to fill the void.  Where we have spiritual imbalances, The Universal Law of Balance and Equalization moves to assist us with the experience we require for our learning.

________________________

There is an element in society that avoids steps toward clarity.  They like to obfuscate any attempt toward any degree of certainty about anything.  It is under the guise of avoiding absolutism that they are heard to say, “It is all relative.”  Taking hard and fast positions of an absolute nature can be dangerous to our spiritual unfoldment, but to fall back on the claim that everything is “relative” is a way of avoiding individual responsibility.  The Universal Law of Relativity refers to the fact that every action has a reaction and that all is related to all.  It is from the oneness of Absolute Unity that the diversity of many is expressed.

_______________________

The ultimate “blame game” is to lay the fault with God.  “The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away.”  In other words, everything is God’s fault.  They see the world as one of random chaos even while professing a belief in God and Divine Order.  They see their lives as a series of obstacles that constantly bombard them, and they fend off disaster or succumb to the will of a harsh God.  The Universal Law of Attraction, when understood, exposes the fallacy of this doctrine.  It means that we attract what we require, when we require it, for our evolution and unfoldment.  Here one can begin to see the connection between The Law of Evolution and Unfoldment, The Law of Balance and Equalization, and The Law of Attraction.

_______________________

When we take responsibility for what we have attracted, it is easier to see The Universal Law of Abundance.  We have already been given everything we could possibly need, and it has always been there for the taking.  We need only come into harmony with the Laws. Seek first the Being within, and all else will be added. This is not a world of shortages.  The only limitations we face are the ones we create and believe.

____________________

What do the religious leaders mean when they talk about the various “faiths”, as in various religions?  They may ask, “What faith are you?” as opposed to “What religion do you subscribe to?”  Why do they emphasize the word “faith”?  It is a retreat from defeat at the hands of the high priest of science.  As long as religious leaders can say that religion is a matter of faith, proof is unnecessary.  What they are referring to is “blind faith” in their creeds, doctrines and dogmas.  Belief can be negative or it can be positive.  Blind faith can lead to disaster, and all the knowledge in the world without the faith to act is useless.  Christian texts say wisdom comes from God.  Buddhist texts say that this wisdom is without words and comes directly from our Buddha nature, the one within.  The Universal Law of Believing and Knowing brings one to the realization that belief and knowledge are two sides of the same coin.  In fact, true faith and Self-knowledge equal wisdom.

____________________

The influence and pressure of pseudo-science accepts the human brain as some sort of god, a phenomenon that can figure its way out of this trap we are in on earth and the process of living and dying.  It is a great instrument, but that is all it is, an instrument of the mind. The brain and the mind are dependent upon the other for creation, but they are not the same. The Universal Law of Pure Potentiality goes beyond the saying that “anything the mind of man can conceive and believe, it can achieve.”  Thought creates form, and without thought, there can be no form.  Everything, including the trees outside, had to first exist in thought. In order to raise our conscious thought from the relative level, it is necessary to still the mind.  The Buddhist says we have to reach “no thought”, and in the Hebrew Scriptures, we are told to “be still and know”. All thoughts create constructively or destructively, one as easily as the other. We must take full responsibility for what we are creating. It is our lives.

____________________

People who think they are being wise in the ways of the world often fall back on such sayings as, “Everything is relative”.  These are the same people who say, “It is a matter of perspective”.  From our experience, we have to admit that everything in life appears to depend upon our attitudes and the position from which we are observing.  The Universal Law of Proper Perspective refers to the fact that we attract the lessons we need.  Life is made up of, and is the result of, the choices we make.  When we are aware of who we are and what we are, our perspective is very different from our relative, mechanical and physical perspective.

____________________

The philosophy of “duality” found in most organized religions creates an adversary who is comparable to God.  To them, Satan is an almost equal but evil force who wars against God. What they call evil comes from the absence of light. Ignorance is an absence of light.  Where there is the absence of light, there is fear.  Fear is at the root of all our failures and all our problems.  Fear is the great Satan.  Like the allegorical Beast in the book of Revelation, it comes from the abyss, the bottomless pit.  With no bottom, there is no foundation.  What is a bottomless pit but something with no basis in truth?  The only power fear has is the power we give it.  There is only one power in the Universe, and that is God.  This is the Universal Law of Absolute Unity, and any form of dualistic thinking stretches the boundaries of logic.

____________________
Fundamental to the understanding of God is our understanding of who and what we are.  The Universal Law of Being shows us that we have certain innate powers, with which we can come into harmony with the Universal Laws. It is said a single cell in our body can be used to create another individual just like us.  In other words, all the power to recreate us is in one cell.  Likewise, we are cells of Universal Being, and all the power of Universal Being is in us for creation.  Creation is not over.  We are the continuing creation.  A single grain of sand is not the whole beach, but all those grains make up the beach.  You, out of all the billions who have lived on earth, are unique. Nowhere is there another exactly like you, yet you are a part of the whole.

If the Universal Laws were important enough that all of the sayings of Jesus and all of his parables were explanations and illustrations of these Laws, they are indeed important, and we should take note of them.  If the stories of Buddha all pertained to the Laws, if the Vedas are pure Universal Laws, and if the father of Science, Aristotle, wrote a book about them he called The First Philosophy, there is something critical about these Laws. These Universal Principles go beyond any discipline, any doctrine and any dogma.  There is simply nothing more important for us to understand than how to be in harmony with them.

How will such a study affect me as a Christian, Jew, Buddhist, Hindu or Muslim?

The study of Universal Laws as taught by all the Great Masters is a study of Self. It is not a study of comparative religions, doctrines or rituals. It is not a matter of choosing one belief system over another. It is not about belief but about knowing. It is really not about religion. No one at IAM or COR is preaching or holding forth on which religious system is better. This study will make you a better Christian, Jew, Buddhist, Hindu or Muslim because you will have a clearer understanding of the primary principles about which the Masters spoke.  There is no way to deal with each of the world’s major religions in Searcher’s Road Map or this essay, but an in depth study of world religions in relation to the Laws, can be undertaken with the Institute of Applied Metaphysics. 

In summary, it is worth considering quotes from theologians of some world religions. Fritjof Schuon in his book, Islam, states, “To say ‘God’ is also to say ‘being’, ‘creating,’ ‘revealing’, in other words it is to say ‘reality,’ ‘manifestation,’ ‘reintegration’. He follows this up with, “Islam then is in essence a truth and a law - or the Truth and the Law – the former answering to the intelligence and the latter to the will”.
Swami Bhaskarananda, who was one of the first to make Hinduism known to North America, refers in his book, The Essentials of Hinduism, to what he calls “supersenuous” or “metaphysical truths”.  He says, “They are the foundation of Hinduism.” It is true that the Laws are the foundation of Hinduism and I suggest that they are the foundation of every religion. However, man and illusion are never far apart. Relative mechanical minds work that way.  The important truths from which we seek understanding are those invariant principles that are literally aspects of God.  They are, as the Swami said, “apaurusheya” – not man made.

Buddha’s wisdom clears one from the illusions of life and reveals to us both the significance and insignificance of this world.  It brings to life cause and effect.  One seeks his Buddha Nature in the Dharma, the Path, and its principles are the Universal Laws, which they refer to as “The Middle Way”.

In the Hebrew texts, the Universal Laws, which were poured out before there could be so much as a clod of earth (Proverbs 8:22–31), had to be in place before there could be life on this vibratory level. Therefore, any higher manifestation of God in man would express these Laws.

In Christian texts we are told “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be.  What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it”.  (John 1:1-5)  To Christians, this passage can mean only that the Word was Jesus. What does it mean that Christ was the Word?  It means the Word was made manifest, or the Laws explained by example, on our level of understanding.  It means that being a manifestation of the Word, Christ would express aspects of God personified.  This being the case, what else would he teach but the Divine Self-expression, which we can understand as the Universal Laws?  Every time Jesus opened his mouth he expressed, illustrated or explained one of the Universal Laws, or some aspect of a Law.

Jesus’ parables were taught so that even the illiterate could gain from them, if they were prepared to see with their eyes, hear with their ears and understand with their hearts. When it comes to the Universal Laws, there is virtually no end to the benefits and levels of understanding possible.  When doctrines and dogmas are removed, these pristine principles can be seen to be the only real guide.

Lesson Questions (True or False)

1) With identification and verification of the Laws in our life experiences, they become evident like physical laws that can be proved.

2) The author says the Universal Laws are the Divine Self-expression.

3) Repentance means to be contrite and willing to take the punishment only.

4) Our purpose for being here is to obey God, worship him and refrain from breaking any of the Ten Commandments.

5) The author is suggesting that it is possible to know Universal Being by coming to know one’s Self.

6) To emphasize the Universal Laws is comparable to keeping the Ten Commandments.

7) The Universal Law of Love is the interconnecting energy. 

8) The Law of Righteous Self-interest is about self-esteem, not primary purpose.

9) Only a supernatural event can be considered to be an understood life experience.

10) True understanding of karma is that there is only good and bad karma for reward and punishment.

11) The Universal Law of Relativity refers to the fact that every action has a reaction, and all are related to all.

12) The ultimate blame game is to blame yourself.

13) The only limitations we face are the ones we create and believe.

14) Buddhist texts say that wisdom is without words and comes directly from our Buddha nature.

15) Thought creates form and without thought there can be no form.

16) Intellectual thought always creates destructively.

17) The only power fear has is the power we give it.

18) Creation took place in 6 days and/or 6 ages but it was completed because God rested on the seventh.

19) The study of Universal Laws, as taught by the Great Masters, is a study of the differences in world religions.

20) Swami Bhaskarananda said that the Laws are “apourusheya”, meaning man made.

21) One seeks his Buddha nature in the dharma, the path Buddhists call “The Middle Way”

22) Every time Jesus opened his mouth he was charging someone for his or her sins against the Universal Laws.

23) Jesus taught in parables so as to confuse the Pharisees, not the masses.

24) We begin the process of self-unfoldment with a full critique and unlimited recriminations of self.

25) Thought power, Love power and Will power are part of the great consciousness of Universal Mind.

Book Three

The Rules of the Game

I have often used the game of football to illustrate my point with regard to the rules of life. One can be taught to tackle, run with the ball, block, and, in general, perform the functions required to play the game, but the game cannot exist without the rules.  Such a game would not be football.  

Many deny the existence of the game at all and say we are here on the field of life without reason; that it is only a matter of chance that we stand with ball in hand on a perfectly drawn field with nothing to do but make ourselves more fit.  They say our purpose is to provide a continuous opportunity for our progeny to have the same opportunity.  What they cannot tell us is what opportunity we are to provide for our children and all those who come after us.  They tell us that all we see is an accident and that we are the most advanced of the accidents!

Without first the Laws there could have been no creation and life could not be sustained.  The Laws of Life had to exist first because without them, no life would be possible. There could be no natural laws without the permanent, invariant principles.  The Universal Laws are the established principles which allow the Divine Self-expression.  Understand the rules of the game of life and it is possible to be in harmony and find purpose in them.

Lesson Questions

1) One reason the football analogy is used is to: 

A) illustrate that in any field of endeavor the Laws can be found.

B) illustrate that sports figures can think too.

C) show that football is the best analogy to life.

2) This little book is designed to look at the rules of the game of life from the eyes of: 

A) sports enthusiasts only.

B) the Great Masters who have through the ages sought to preserve, renew and clarify the Universal Laws.

C) theologians and philosophers.

3) Those who deny the existence of the Universal Laws in the game of life say: 

A) We are here on the field of life without reason; that it is only a matter of chance we stand with ball in hand on a perfectly drawn field with nothing to do but make ourselves more fit.

B) Accidents will happen but we can control the damage.

C) Man is not responsible for what happens to him.

4) Students of this course are expected to: 

A) memorize the Laws as if they were the Ten Commandments.

B) accept these rules on faith.

C) test each rule listed in this book against life experiences to see if what has been written is true.

5) When were the Universal Laws poured forth?

A) on the day of Pentecost

B) at the Council of Nicea

C) While as yet the earth and the fields were not made, nor the first clods of the world.

6) Tszu-Suu said: 

A) “The Tao (The Way) is the law of nature, which you can’t depart from even for one instant.  If you could depart from it, it wouldn’t be the Tao.”

B) “Every good thing comes from the mouth of God.”

C) “I am the way (Tao) the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father but by me.”

7) Each individual must: 

A) adhere to the Ten Commandments or risk loss of eternal life.

B) recognize his unique role as a part of the whole of being.

C) embrace the religion of his fathers, because each must honor his father and mother so that his days will be long upon the earth.

8) We cannot find the kingdom which is within us without: 

A) acceptance of our unworthiness.

B) reaching awareness of our oneness with God.

C) strict adherence to the Law of Moses.

9) The Law of Proper Perspective means: 

A) we must be pragmatic.

B) we must know what religious precepts apply to us.

C) we should determine where we are and where we want to go and then focus on our primary purpose.

10) The Law of Pure Potentiality means: 

A) All things in existence first existed in thought and without thought could not take form.

B) We all have equal power.

C) Potentially, anything could happen.

11) Deepak Chopra said: 

A) “Law is the process by which the unmanifest becomes manifest.”

B) “The law is the law and you can’t fight city hall.”

C) “The law of the Vedas is above all other laws.”

12) The Law of Believing and Knowing expresses which truth? 

A) Faith is more important than knowledge.

B) Knowledge is more important than faith.

C) Both knowledge and faith are two sides of the same coin.

13) The natural order of the universe is: 

A) Struggle and survival of the fittest.

B) Abundance.

C) One of shortages to be overcome by the genius of man.

14) The Law of Attraction states: 

A) Physically attractive people are best able to attract success in life.

B) The Law of Attraction only works with positive thinking.

C) The pure potentiality of thought creates either constructively or destructively depending on whether our thoughts are positive or fearful, so what we think is what we attract.

15) Emerson said: 

A) “Relation and connection are not somewhere and sometime, but everywhere and always.”

B) “If you go back far enough everyone is related to everyone else.”

C) “All men are related to all others, just as all animals are originally related.”

16) The Universal Law of Balance and Equalization is a Law which expresses: 

A) What goes around comes around.

B) Perfect justice.

C) The need for the environmental Protection Agency.

17) The Universal Law of Evolution and Unfoldment: 

A) Verifies in detail Darwin’s theory of evolution.

B) Is the creative process.

C) Is the opposite of creation?
18) The Law of Giving states that: 

A) The measure of receiving is in the measure of giving.

B) We give to others depending upon their worthiness.

C) We cannot give of our time, knowledge or money unless those we give to are worthy.

19) The Universal Law of Righteous Self-Interest states: 

A) Charity begins at home.

B) We must look after number one.

C) Our purpose relates primarily to our own evolution and unfoldment.

20) The Law of Love states: 

A) Love is the essence of what one can give and the only thing we can receive.

B) Love is a transient thing, here today and gone tomorrow.

C) Love is often not returned.

21)  The innate powers of man have to do primarily with: 

A) The Law of Pure Potentiality.

B) The Law of Being.

C) The Law of Righteous Self-Interest.

22) The innate wisdom of man comes from: 

A) Experience.

B) Education.

C) God.

23) What creates faith?

A) The intuitive knowing in the heart, soul and mind of man.

B) Seeing believes.

C) The acceptance of tradition, dogma and ritual.

24) Order in our lives is indicative of: 

A) Discipline.

B) Self-denial.

C) Recognition that there is order in the universe.

25) The Universal Laws are: 

A) An expansion of the Ten Commandments.

B) An extension of the innate powers of man.

C) The Divine Self-expression.

Book Four

The House That Namuh Built

The House That Namuh Built is about Self-discovery.  First, a man with questions and then, a whole people begin moving on this wonderful quest to find Self.  This is an allegorical story in which parallels are drawn to man today, and the way we have come to the traditions that we accept without a thought.  We, like Namuh, must question and think for ourselves.

We can manifest change only if we begin with ourselves.  When this is the predominant attitude there will be change as a whole.  It is never achieved by trying to correct others without addressing our primary purpose, which is Self-unfoldment.  The world is full of people who think they know more about what you need to do and think than you do.  In most cases there is an arrogance that says you are not smart enough to manage your own growth, and, without doubt need their help. Working on someone else in this manner we will always have the beam in our eyes, and, be unable to help with their splinter.  The ultimate master is the “I AM” Consciousness dwelling within each of us, and this Consciousness must see and unfold of its own volition.

The characters in this book are identifiable because they represent attitudes, emotions and Universal Principles. Because one man was unwilling to accept life based on blind faith and wouldn’t allow others to do his thinking for him, avenues opened to understanding and the salvation of his people.

As the drama unfolds, we are led into a practical understanding of the Universal Laws.  Examples are included with the expectation that they will trigger memories for the reader of how the Universal Laws have been in play in their lives.  Each time we are able to say, “I know that a particular Law is real.  I have been there and done that”, we are moving a step closer to being part of the Divine Self-expression.  It is not a matter of faith – we know.

Lesson Questions

1) What is the main lesson in the poem, “Perfection”?

A) Seeking perfection is a waste of time.

B) One is saved by grace and not by perfection.

C) It is the process of the search, which is necessary for evolution and unfoldment.

2) “All are imperfect and fail” is:

A) a mantra for failure.

B) a comfort to know as misery likes company.

C) the charge read against Namuh at the Council of the Crew Elders.

3) What was the name the Nam people had for their grain and what does it represent?

A) Wheat and it represents knowledge.

B) Wonk, and it represents knowledge.

C) Feileb, and it represents prosperity.

4) What is Feileb and what does it represent?

A) The main vegetable of the valley, and it represents “belief”.

B) The main grain of the valley, and it represents prosperity.

C) A sickness that made the people of Nam feel weak.

5) Who was the only Crew Elder to come to the house that Namuh built?

A) Raef

B) Amrak

C) Dimit

6) What was Efil?

A) The name Renni Nam gave to the God of life

B) A tower in France

C) The god of the mountains

7) Who was Renni Nam?

A) The name of the god that came to Namuh in a dream

B) The sage upon whom Queen Yhtapa relied to make supplication to the Navigator

C) The sage who represents inner man.

8) What are the Universal Laws?

A) The invariant principles – the Divine Self-expression

B) The Laws of the Log

C) The revelations of the Great God Pilot translated by the ancestors of Worran

9) What does the cave behind Renni Nam’s hut represent?

A) Escape from worldly problems

B) The movement or path from one dimension to another

C) The easy way out

10) Who was the mother of the house that Namuh built?

A) Regna

B) Etam

C) Evol

11) The Crew Elders were:

A) the crew of the plane that had landed in ancient times in the Valley of the Nam.

B) the priests of Nam Valley.

C) those who were to pacify the people of Nam and organize their support for the Pilot and his crew.

12) The “Holey House” was: 

A) the house Namuh was to tear down and rebuild.

B) the derogatory name given to the house Namuh was building.

C) the common name for the temple of the Great Bird.

13) How many levels did the house that Namuh built have, and what did they represent?

A) The seven levels of mind

B) The five levels of human development

C) The twelve laws of the Log

14) Missile was the:

A) mutual defense system for the protection of the valley.

B) represented the evil one as taught by the Crew Elders.

C) way in which Renni Nam had deceived the people of Nam Valley.

15) Wonk is:

A) the name given to the followers of Renni Nam.

B) the label given to one who was banished for blaspheming against Pilot.

C) the name of the staple crop produced by the Nam people representing knowledge.

16) The name Namuh represents:

A) humankind.

B) supreme leader of the Nam people.

C) dreamer on the hillside.

17) The Navigator in this story was: 

A) the officer who was navigator of the Great Bird.

B) the one who promised to take the people of Nam out to the valley of no winters.

C) the title of the head of the Crew Elders, the priest of Nam Valley.

18) Winter in the Valley of Nam story represents:

A) the trials of life and the perceived chaos in which we find it necessary to struggle for learning, evolving and unfolding.

B) the evils of worldly temptations.

C) the uselessness of struggle, the overpowering strength of evil.

19) What do the mountains represent?

A) The power of God to isolate and punish people

B) The barriers we allow to be invincible due only to our belief that they are invincible

C) A place of mystery and danger that we all need in our lives to give us a break from the monotony of life

20) Theocracy is what a government is called that: 

A) is based upon religion with no separation of Church and State.

B) holds all citizens to be part of God.

C) is a mixture of democracy and theology.

21) “Universal Truths” is another term for:

A) the Laws of the Log.

B) the Universal Laws learned in the house.

C) the principles taught by Raef in the Council.

22) The Valley of the Nam in this allegory represents:

A) the earth.

B) the primitive arctic societies.

C) the lost souls for whom Pilot has laid claim.

23) What did Namuh perceive his mission to be?

A) To help the people of Nam escape the valley

B) To  lead the people of Nam out of ignorance and slavery

C) To build a house for God.

24) Modsiw or Mod is:

A) a beer unique to Nam Valley.

B) a term meaning blessed, used in Nam greetings.  The term represents wisdom.

C) a group of elite Nam that were pushing for modernization in the valley of Nam.

25) The mountains surrounding the Valley of the Nam represent:

A) the difficulties of escaping this prison of earth.

B) the uselessness of struggle against God’s laws.

C) the manner in which we limit ourselves, our material dimension, and the space that separates us from other worlds both physically and mentally.

26) Why were the people of Nam Valley not concerned about escaping the cycles of plenty, and then starvation?

A) The modsiw (mod) represents wisdom and if they left the valley they could no longer take in wisdom.

B) Their god Pilot had promised to one day take them out and in the meantime to protect them as long as they were in the valley.

C) They did not believe the stories told about valleys with no winters.  It didn’t make any sense to them.

27) Why was Renni Nam branded a “No Nam” and banished to die in the mountains?

A) He refused to become a Crew Elder.

B) He had become a consort of Missile and danced naked in the streets of the village.

C) He taught that, while Pilot was real, he was only a physical being of a highly technologically advanced race from another valley.  He was not God.

28) The story of Namuh’s construction of a house is:

A) a lesson in perseverance and detailed planning.

B) a story of self-discovery.

C) a guide to how to become a leader through service.

29) The Great Harvest Feast was held:

A) once each year at the close of harvest.

B) every five years in celebration of the coming of the Great Bird and the Great God Pilot.

C) when their extensive planning commission allowed.

30) The experience on the hillside where Namuh is given his mission by God is:

A) a classic case of wishful thinking.

B) the delusion of a man who spent too much time alone.

C) represents the out of body experience and movement into another dimension, as described by many, and possible for us all.

31) Renni Nam taught that the power to transform their lives could be found:

A) within themselves.

B) in the Law of the Log.

C) only in escape from this mountain locked valley.

32) Why was Worran considered the greatest of the Navigators?

A) It was because he was a direct descendent of those who had received the Log from the Great God Pilot himself.

B) It was because he had revealed more about Pilot than his predecessors and appeared very deliberate.

C) It was because he had an open mind, and was comfortable discussing all kinds of issues that formerly the people of Nam had not been allowed to discuss.

33) The Great God Pilot represents:

A) the God of Life.

B) Universal Being.

C) the alien beings throughout history who have claimed to be God but were physical entities.

34) Raef and Regna represent:

A) fear and anger, the latter feeding off  the former.

B) the King and Queen of Nam Valley.

C) the perfect marriage of faith and hope.

35) Why did the Crew Elders allow Namuh to build the house?

A) It was because Namuh had volunteered to pay the construction cost.

B) It was because he had powerful friends.

C) It was because he planted seeds within their own fears that this may be a test of Pilot and they would have to take responsibility for the house not being constructed.  They could understand this.

36) What did the spirit in the dream promise Namuh if he would build him a house?

A) That he would kill Raef and Regna

B) The cycle of plenty and starvation would be broken and he would reveal his laws in the house

C) That he would take the people of Nam away to the valley with no winters

37) Renni Nam told Namuh how understanding could be found of the Universal Laws.  He said:

A) “They must be memorized as the Law of the Log was memorized to the point one could repeat them in a deep sleep.”

B) “The Laws are not something you will understand by the naming or telling of them by me but by the living experience of them.”

C) “Only by withdrawing from this perverse generation and corrupt priesthood to the mountains for daily mediation can one truly understand the Laws.  Not less than 40 days and 40 nights will be required to break the trance in which Pilot holds all the Nam people.

38) Renni Nam told Namuh that his greatest enemy was:

A) Missile.

B) Fear.

C) Pilot.

39) How do we, as Namuh did, overcome all obstacles in our evolution and unfoldment?

A) By focusing on our problems to the exclusion of all else.

B) By adopting a stoic attitude and refusing to recognize that the problem exists

C) By focusing on the solution to the problem through visualization; by constructing the desired result in thought, where all manifestations must begin.

40) What is the only thing one can give as discovered by Namuh?

A) Modsiw

B) Love, which is represented by service

C) Hope for escape

41) What did Namuh decide causes us the most pain?

A) The loss of a loved one

B) Our resistance to change

C) Going without Wonk

42) The Universal Laws were revealed to Namuh in the house because:

A) he found them in the bags of Wonk.

B) he experienced and recognized them in his life.

C) Pilot came back in disguise and revealed them to him. 

43) What did Namuh tell his wife just before he went into the mountains to search for Renni Nam?

A) “Nag, nag, nag, - that is all you ever do.”

B) “You cannot go with me because someone has to take care of the kids.”

C) “You are a wise woman, and no Nam has had a better wife.”

44) What was the point made by the mention of Elijah in this book?

A) The Nam understanding of the Great Bird and the coming of Pilot is not uncommon, and such stories are based upon their point of reference.

B) Namuh was the Elijah of Nam valley.  He too was taken up. 

C) Elijah had a chariot of fire and Namuh had the great bird.

45) The author says, “We should know that the work of humankind must begin with:

A) unbelievers all over the world, as stated in the Great commission.

B) our individual Selves.

C) abolition of the priesthood.

46) In the last chapter, Namuh came to the conclusion that:

A) freedom from fear was the greatest freedom and greatest truth of all.

B) he had been wrong about Raef and had maligned the Crew Elders.

C) Pilot was real and spiritual as well as part of the trinity.

47) Where is the source of wisdom that an individual can access?

A) Only in ancient monasteries and with strict guidance.

B) Within the Self, the I AM Consciousness where God dwells.

C) Only in Samadhi

48) Regardless of the religious tradition we are raised in, to get to the heart of the truth:

A) we must begin with the principles that the Great Masters were teaching in their simple stories and lessons.

B) we must hear, believe, repent and confess and be baptized.

C) we need only believe in the divinity of Jesus to be saved. 

49) Without understanding of the Universal Laws, which are the Divine Self-expression: 

A) ignorance is bliss, and we cannot be blamed or blame ourselves for the problems that we attract.

B) we cannot enter the gates of heaven and remain stuck in the winters of Nam.

C) we cannot comprehend anything remotely close to the essence of Universal Being.

50) This course is designed for those:

A) who are prepared to expand their container.

B) who are prepared to enter divinity school.

C) who can’t stomach organized religion.

Book Five

In Search of Self

In Search of Self consists of poems, stories, songs, affirmations and prayers. The book is organized around the Universal Laws.  It was not edited as I grew in understanding.  This was a long process, and some of these poems were written years ago.  They express my understanding at the time.

When I read a book of poetry I am aware of the fact it is poetry, and I know that I have to give it full focus.  It is not to be read as regular copy because you expect there to be deeper meaning.  In addition to the verse and prose, I have included brief segments of logic about the Laws.  This is an exercise in reason.  It is not an attempt to intellectualize the Universal Laws.  The deeper we go in this study the better we understand the inadequacies of language.

This is the most personal of all my books because it is dealing with my process of identifying and verifying each of the Universal Laws from my life experiences.

Lesson Questions

1) What was the ditty the author wrote in Cyprus?

A) There was no ditty.

B) No problem is no problem as long as there is no problem, but if there is a problem, no problem is a bigger problem than the problem.

C) When there is no ditty it’s a pity, because there is so little to do in a Middle Eastern city.

2) The Universal Laws have been known or referred to as:

A) Ancient Wisdom, Perennial Philosophy, and the First Philosophy.

B) The Ten Commandments.

C) The Scrolls.

3) Why did Aristotle write what he called The First Philosophy?

A) Because he wanted to go down in history as the one who formulated the first philosophy.

B) Because all of his writings on physics were insufficient to explain the power behind physical manifestations.

C) Because he was attempting to confuse the Roman Empire who called this book Metaphysica.

4) “The most beautiful and profound emotion we can experience is in the sensations of the mystical.”  Who said this?

A) John the Baptist

B) Albert Einstein

C) Martin Luther

5) Spinoza said:

A) “Neither intellect nor will pertains to the nature of God.  The mind of God is all the mentality that is scattered over space and time, the diffused consciousness that animates the world.”

B) “Man cannot live by bread alone.”

C) “It is not a sin to be ignorant but it is a sin to remain ignorant.

6) The Universal Laws could be called:

A) the New Ten Commandments.

B) the thirteen aspects of God revealed to man.

C) the revived teachings of Hamarabi.

7) What is the single most important and convincing evidence of the existence of Universal Being?

A) The Stigmata

B) The testimony of the Apostles and priests from all the world’s religions

C) The existence of the Universal Laws as taught by the Great Masters

8) What the author is doing in this book as well as the rest of the Renford Books is – 

A) preaching the gospel of Universalism.

B) casting doubt on the divinity.

C) defining the invariant principles, which he calls the Universal Laws.

9) Anything that is really permanent is: 

A) cast in stone, as was the Ten Commandments.

B) part of infinity, that is, it is without beginning or end.

C) of such depth as to be understood only with the help of a Master.

10) If one knows the truth, one can:

A) KNOW God as opposed to adopting a belief based on what others think.

B) with confidence say that they are born again.

C) go on the speaking circuit.

11) If there was an original cause:

A) no one can determine what that might have been.

B) there was an original thinker.

C) it was because every action has a reaction.

12) In the poem, “Isaiah Revisited” it is stated: “The Laws and benefits of the Laws are for all and they are called:

A) the voice of God.

B) the New Testament.

C) the birthright of BEING – the gift of the Creator.

13) Evolution of the soul is:

A) an infinite promise that the door is always open.

B) subject to the biological evolution of man.

C) nonsense, because we have no power to do anything, and, have to be saved by blood sacrifice.

14) In this poem we are told to “Go within to your Inner Being, the one who creates, when:

A) all else has failed, and it is necessary to throw yourself on the mercy of the court of God.

B) you can quiet “the busy one”, and when you sleep.

C) moved to self-mutilation.

15) Let the ego know he is not the only you and:

A) that his selfishness is the error that can block your real Self-interest.

B) that once saved you will always be so.

C) that he must share power with at least four other facets of your Being.

16) In living, the understanding soul gives of itself, and, by giving receives tenfold.  This means that:

A) the real purpose of giving is to get what you want regardless of whether you want to or not.

B) the teaching is in the doing and the learning in the teaching.

C) it is ok to be less than genuine.

17) Our harmony with Universal Laws and our continuous creation are:

A) totally unnecessary because we of ourselves can do nothing.

B) the fulfillment of the Law of Divine Self-expression.

C) as binding upon the individual as tithing.

18) By the fruits of our lives will all souls know the eternal path is:

A) earned and is no gift at all.

B) the way within.

C) narrow and straight requiring abstinence from strong drink and sex.

19) Who created duality or dualism?

A) God and Satan, due to their eternal fighting.

B) Good and Evil, which are the two great powers in the universe.

C) There is only one power in the Universe and that is God.  There is absolute unity, but duality was and is conceived by man in ignorance of that unity.

20) In “The Great Masters” it says: “They forsook their privileges; They were not weighted down with pride.”  Their objective was:

A) to create organized religions, to control the masses.

B) to provide a system of government within world governments, as God knows how unreliable human government can be.

C) their sole objective was to teach and provide for us a living guide.

21) The Universal Laws are described as:

A) “these little gems shining forth amidst history and tradition.”

B) “commandments that cannot be ignored.

C) “democratically created rules for all humankind regardless of race or creed.

22) The poem refers to the passing of the Great Masters, “Now they are gone, replaced by organization builders in collusion.”  To whom does this refer?

A) The political power of the Jesuits.

B) The priest and the purveyors of fear – the apocalyptic vision.

C) The power hungry Knights Templar

23) Where does the poem say he found the Laws?

A) They lay like golden nuggets in the stream (conscious life experiences) of my earthly abode.

B) In the seals that were opened in heaven as depicted in the Book of Revelation

C) In the Library of Ashurbanipal in what is now Iraq

24) With the discovery of the Universal Laws, “the rules of this game of life:

A) no longer do I stumble without light.”

B) salvation is an open book for priest and graduates of Divinity schools.”

C) it is possible to receive the Holy Spirit and have eternal life after restitution is made for being born in sin.

25) These Universal Laws interwoven make one Law, the Law of:

A) Apostolic Affinity.

B) Creation.

C) Survival of the fittest.

26) In the poem “The Bottom Line”, it states:

A) “Being is in one. – There is oneness in Being.”

B) “No man comes to the Father but by me.”

C) “Give me the bottom line.”

27) It also says, “One goes within to know:

A) One unfolds to become.”

B) One comes out to succeed.”

C) And where one goes from there, only God knows.”

28) In the poem “The Bible” is the following verse.  Complete it.  “Always there is he who feels obligated to determine what is best for the masses:

A) exactly how one is to worship God and fulfill his commands.”

B) and the rest he trashes.”

C) Because of his education or personal revelation direct from God.”

29) All doctrines stem from our trying to:

A) figure out how to create a world strategy for Christ.

B) “pick flowers from these thistles,” a reference to the New Testament epistles.

C) understand the Universal Principles revealed in the parables of Jesus.

30) “The Hebrew text is accepted, but for Christians:

A) it is only a preview.”

B) it is all a Zionist conspiracy.”

C) it is an old and outdated text that must be removed from schools.”

31) According to this poem, what was the purpose for the councils and the creation of creeds?

A) To make it easier for the common man to understand

B) To codify so that heresies could not unfold

C) To draw a line in the sand for the Gnostics as to how far they could go with this insane idea of personal knowledge of God.

32) In the words of the orthodox as described in this poem, there is no power like the power of the:

A) state religion.

B) Seminary.

C) written word.

33) The objective of the orthodox was, “All will be harmony, free from controversy and any:

A) evil entanglement.” 

B) more false messiahs.”

C) question of personal spiritual experiences.”

34) The admonition of all the Great Masters, including Jesus, is to:

A) repent, confess and be baptized.

B) give away all that we have to the poor and take the vow of poverty for at least two years.

C) know one’s Self.

35) In “A Note to a Soulmate” time is defined as:

A) a means of measurement.

B) A fleeting glimpse of reality

C) A linear reality

36) We do not normally cross the barrier between the dimension we call physical life and that dimension or dimensions we call death, the hereafter etc. because:

A) we simply don’t know how or even if it can be done.

B) our focus must be on our primary purpose.

C) a medium is required

37) In “A Message From the Living” the author says that “parting this life was:

A) such sweet sorrow.”

B) painful.”

C) a birth.”

38) He says, “I left this earth just as I had come:

A) taking nothing with me but what I had learned.”

B) naked.”

C) friendless.”

39) In the poem, “Dimensions”, the description of the body as apparel and as a vehicle for learning is made.  Learning what?

A) The Law of the Prophets

B) The banishment of fear

C) That what the world needs now is a dose of reality

40) In “Proof” the Law of Righteous Self-interest: 

A) confirms that we have to look out for number one – others won’t.

B) proves the virtue of selfishness.

C) presupposes the existence of Being capable of Self-interest.

41) Thomas Merton wrote, “We are already one.  But:

A) we imagine that we are not.”

B) We keep trying to show our individuality.”

C) We feel left out in the cold.”

42) Universal Being conceived a world of absolute unity:

A) but Satan warred against God until there were two major powers.

B) Humankind, in the absence of light and knowledge of this unity, perceives duality.

C) Good is good and bad is bad and never the twain shall meet.

43) In “Oneness Conceived – Duality Perceived” it reads: “Locked in the struggle, deluded by what we think is reality:

A) it is hard to imagine the whole, the last thing we see is unity.”

B) we comfort ourselves with the idea that we have done the best we can.”

C) we see the world in what can only be described as reverse.”

44) In “Absolute Unity” it reads, “The struggle is but the means of our learning:

A) there are no consequences, certainly no burning.”

B) There is no upheaval or stomach churning.”

C) How else would we know the need for turning?”

45) In “The Whole of Being”, it is stated, “Without the expression and choice of individual Being:

A) there would be no necessity for our pitiful concept of unity.  There would be no unfoldment of the Divine.

B) The end of time would immediately be manifested taking all from this dimension – reducing what we call matter to energy in a highly dispersed form.

C) There would be peace on the planet, happiness among animals and rejoicing among the elements.  There would be weeping in hell and tearful exaltation in heaven.

46) Kabir said, “Behold but One in all things:

A) and all things will behold one in you.”

B) it is the second that leads you astray.”

C) and your view will be narrow in the sublime.”

47) The Law of Proper Perspective states that we must know:

A) the direction from whence cometh our blessings.

B) the difference between good and evil.

C) who we are, where we are and where we want to go.

48) The poem “Attitude” stresses the importance of:

A) acquiring proper perspective.

B) having attitude.

C) submerging one’s bad attitude.

49) The Universal Laws are logical as:

A) Universal Being is pure thought and the highest form of logic.

B) They come from the gods of sacred geometry.

C) But its roots are so far above ours as to make it useless for us.

50) In “Attitude” it says, “The organism we possess is not the life force.  It is:

A) the body of God.”

B) the manifestation of the life force.”

C) a caricature of the life force.”

51) If we are free of fear, we have gained perfect freedom and with perfect freedom: 

A) free love.

B) we cannot fall from grace.

C) perfect justice.

52) “The Falcon and the Frog” is:

A) an allegory involving personalities from five nations.

B) A description of the insidious way Satan hides evil and infiltrates into our hearts.

C) An unlikely love triangle.

53) In “Today” it says “Yesterday – Tomorrow are:

A) what has been and will be.”

B) history and future the river of time.”

C) but measurements of today.”

54) “A man’s Got to do What A Man’s Got to do” is: 

A) a convenient way of not taking responsibility for one’s decisions.

B) a way of saying that we operate in the narrow parameters of other’s expectations.

C) the preoccupation we have with everyday life, the need to develop proper perspective, and determine what is important in our lives.

55) Why is proper perspective so critical to our coming into harmony with the Laws?

A) Without proper perspective we are not aware of our connection to the whole of Being, in which case, we can’t know the Self.

B) Everything in the Ten Commandments requires establishing one’s views in relation to each law.

C) “Perspective” and “prospective” are not very distant cousins.

56) Walker says in Chapter Five, “Mind is static energy, thought is:

A) Kinetic energy.”

B) Dynamic energy.”

C) Magnetic energy.”

57) In the poem “Mind” a parallel development is revealed between mind and:

A) the creation epic of Genesis One.

B) matter.

C) spirit.

58) Mind is in the image of ____________, which is pure thought and love.

A) Satan

B) Yahweh

C) Universal Mind

59) In “Sirach’s Description of the Searcher” it says:

A) “He travels the world over to know and understand from observation the practical application of the Laws.”

B) “The searcher goes everywhere to learn everything from anyone but from himself he learns little he could not have learned at home from his meditations.”

C) Only when one ceases to search does God find him.”

60) In “Pure Potentiality” it is pointed out that individual Potentiality is such that:

A) it is literally a crime punishable by the second death to waste one’s potential.

B) gaining true perspective of one’s pure potentiality is equivalent to being born in a dark cavernous hole with no sound or smell and suddenly having a bright light focused on your habitat.

C) the least misstep can cause an implosion of power comparable to spiritual disintegration.

61) Mohandas Gandhi said, “Faith is a function of the heart.  It must be enforced by reason.  The two are not antagonistic as some think:

A) the more intense one’s faith is, the more it whets one’s reason.  When faith becomes blind it dies.”

B) there is no such thing as faith without the blessings of Vishnu.”

C) when one believes in no one or nothing, there is a poverty that goes beyond the lowest poverty level.”

62) In “Move The Mountain” is stated the principle:

A) With enough faith and money the mountain can be literally moved.

B) Knowledge is powerless without faith; with belief alone we can’t know.

C) If Mohammed won’t come to the mountain we have to take the mountain to Mohammed.

63) In “Will” the question is asked and answered:

A) “Will he or will he not – that is the question.”

B) “Why is it so hard to know what I want and what is right?  Even the plants instinctively turn toward the light.”

C) “What is will?  It is the muscle of the mind.”

64) In “Problems Problems”, complete this verse:  “No problem” is no problem as long as there is no problem:

A) but the bigger the problem the greater the panic and the less effective our actions.

B) but if there is a problem, “no problem” is a bigger problem than the problem.

C) but any real problem requires outside assistance and recognition that our biggest problem is usually resistance to change.

65) In “Interdependence of Faith and Knowledge” complete the following statement:  “One can have enormous artistic talent, but without belief in one’s self and one’s talents:

A) there can never be full realization of those talents, nor can one reach one’s full potential.”

B) that talent might as well be buried for future life cycles.

C) it takes a special revelation as in the light on Paul when he was traveling to Damascus or being born again.”

66) Simone Well said, “In what concerns divine things, belief is not appropriate:

A) it requires a trust that goes beyond reason.

B) only certainty will do.  Anything less than certainty is unworthy of God.”

C) there may be the requirement that we take nothing less than a leap into the void.

67) The poems in the chapter on the Universal Law of Abundance are concerned with inability to see the abundance present for all of us.

A) This inability to see is like anorexia.  The more we have the more stricken with poverty we think that we are.

B) It is not about being happy with what we have but being happy to know that we have a way to go.

C) They stress the fact that all limitations we perceive have been put into place by our own thinking.

68) In “Impoverishment” the point is made that there is no man so doomed to failure as the man who:

A) only looks outward and not to himself.

B) Thinks that money is the measurement of success.

C) Thinks he can serve two masters.

69) The poem, “Let it Happen” expresses the thought:  

A) Everything is predetermined.

B) Let go and let God.

C) The Lord giveth and the lord taketh a way – blessed be the name of the Lord.

70) What does polarity mean?

A) Two opposites

B) The manifestation of the Universal Law of Duality.

C) Two ends, opposites sides of the same thing.

71) Complete the verse from the poem “I”.  “One I says it wants real understanding.  Another says such things are for the lame.  One “I” says it will not be so demanding: 

A) One I says there’s no difference – all are the same.

B) Still another cries, “It’s just your brain.

C) One says wake up – it’s only a game.

72) In “No Time for Rhyme” the author says, “To me, it is a discipline my thoughts engender.”

A) I don’t care if it is only a mind bender.”

B) but it keeps coming back – return to sender.”

C) a contemplative state to which I surrender.”

73) Perfection is our:

A) cross to bear.

B) birthright.

C) our goal if we want to go to heaven.

74) James Russell Lowell said, “Not what we give, but what we share, For the gift without the giver: 

A) is not possible.

B) is bare.

C) comes only from God, the greatest giver.

75) For our giving to be constructive, for it to be a positive force, we must be involved.  Our absence makes it: 

A) a matter of the heart growing fonder.

B) passive.

C) like an absentee landlord.

76) Being cannot force other Beings or Universal Being to provide it anything.  Being can only: 

A) give.

B) make supplication.

C) throw itself on the mercy of God and Man.

77) Romona Maharishi said that the natural characteristics of a Master are:

A) humility

B) supreme intelligence

C) affection toward the good, compassion toward the helpless, happiness in doing good deeds, forgiveness toward the wicked.

78) In the poem “Self-interest” he says: 

A) It’s only a two way street I’d like to arrange.

B) I would like somebody to give me something sometime.

C) I have given all I have to give.

79) In “Primary Purpose”, The knowledge lost is that: 

A) we were once among the angels and knew God.

B) we are creators of our own reality.

C) in past lives we have done many dastardly deeds.

80) Hawthorne said that we are but shadows and not endowed with real life till: 

A) we have received the Holy Ghost.

B) the heart be touched.

C) we have been resurrected into the light.

81) In the poem “What is Love?” it reads, “Only _________ is priceless, this gift which is our Divine birthright.

A) truth

B) love

C) duty

82) The only thing that Being can give is what it has been given: 

A) life

B) love

C) time

83) To fully understand a Universal Law, it is necessary to:

A) experience it.

B) meditate upon it

C) receive instruction upon it.

84) St. John of the Cross said, “The soul lives by that which it loves rather than in the body which it animates, for it has not its life in the body, but: 

A) rather gives it to the body and lives in that which it loves.”

B) in the spirit endowed upon the body.

C) In the mind, which directs and coordinates spirit and body.

85) In “David’s Affirmation” it reads, “All my needs are fulfilled to the extent I am capable of receiving, and my life: 

A) is blessed by the love that surrounds all that I am.”

B) flows with the harvest of my good works.”

C) overflows from the abundance of my giving

86) I have called this collection of poems, allegories and thoughts “In Search of Self” because: 

A) every positive and creative thought we have takes us closer to Self-understanding.

B) trying to know one’s self is like a dog chasing his tail.

C) once writing, one often loses track of who they are.

87) Deepak Chopra wrote, “All of creation, everything that exists in the physical world, is: 

A) matter in motion.”

B) either evolving or convoluting.”

C) the result of the unmanifest transforming itself into the manifest.”

88) If the religions of the world had been organized around the teachings of the Great Masters instead of around their personalities and legend: 

A) the world as we know it would be very different.

B) There would probably be only one major religion.

C) There would only be cults like the Essenes.

89) Tszu-Suu said, “The Tao is the law of nature, which you can’t depart from even for one instant:

A) if you could depart from it, it wouldn’t be the Tao.”

B) unless you appeal to God in prayer.”

C) if it were otherwise all matter would disintegrate and fly in all directions.”

90) What does the word “apocalyptic” mean?

A) A style of writing derived from the apostolic tradition

B) A style of writing some prophets used which predicted calamitous events likely to occur if the Israelites did not repent

C) Comes from the word “apocryphal” which meant esoteric but has come to denote works of doubtful origin

91) The word “Being” as I use it, means:

A) the inner man; the force from Universal Being manifested in the physical man.

B) to dwell in heaven as an integral part of Being as a whole.

C) to dwell in Being as a whole enjoying that state known as born again.

92) A “C H R I S T I C A N” is one who: 

A) believes if one is in Christ he can do anything.

B) has confused their belief in Christ and the Bible with their belief in the Constitution of the United States

C) to dwell in Being as a whole and enjoy that state known as born again

93) Divine Birthright refers to: 

A) the origin of the soul being Universal Being and – all the benefits to which being is entitled due to the existence of the invariant principle we call Universal Laws.

B)  and the fulfillment of the promises regarding the human condition

C) all of us being demigods.

94) The word “eternal” refers to: 

A) the nature of Being – without beginning or end.

B) the terms of your stay after a life cycle.

C) periods of time in hell or heaven.

95) What is fear?

A) An emotion that warns of danger.  When we feel it, this is the time for flight or fight.

B) The way we must approach God – with fear and trembling

C) The opposite of love – the root of anger and hatred and the base of destructive thoughts and attitudes.

96) Gnosis is the:

A) root cause of nosiness that is the tendency to mind everyone’s but one’s own business.

B) knowledge or the knowing that comes from understanding the light from God.

C) a derivative of the word agnostic meaning that one does know but is afraid to admit it.

97) The Law of adequatio is a principle related to the Law of Giving.  It means: 

A) one must be able to prove that one is adequate to the task before one can serve in an official capacity with the church.

B) that one can receive only what one is capable of receiving.

C) the basis of self-esteem is the basic tendency or feelings of adequacy.

98) The word Dharma comes from:

A) the Indian tradition  and means purpose.

B) the American Indians and means to be still or dormant.

C) the Chinese culture and comes from the works of dai-ma, which means “big mother” or mother god.

99)  The word Logos refers to:  

A) the Spanish word Loco meaning crazy.

B) the word or power that was in the beginning with God and manifested as Jesus.

C) Preceding but keeping one’s head down as in “low going”.

100) I refer in poems to the mechanical man, which means: 

A) the fact that we are electromagnetic beings – sort of  organic robots.

B) the nature of man in the physical world without knowledge of the fact that the real Being is within – the real Self.

C) there is a class of humans, which are not human at all.   In other words “soulless.

Book Six

The COR Document

This book explains the reasons why The Church of Revelation was formed and why it is structured the way it is.  We want you to experience a different kind of Church where reason need not be suspended.  You are not asked to accept anything on faith.  There are no doctrines, dogmas, creeds, practices or Rituals required of members.

Instead of working with belief systems learned from birth, we are working with what you can come to know. We are suggesting that anyone can come to know Universal Being through coming to know the Self.  We can know the Self through the process of identifying and verifying each of the Universal Laws in our life experiences. 

You are invited to compare the COR Truths to the many and varied doctrines of religion and the dictates of Science.  These Truths are the single most important and convincing evidence of the existence of Universal Being.  The laws of nature verify them, and we humans illustrate them.

Lesson Questions

1)  COR was formed:

A) as a 501C3

B) as Renford’s personal ministry

C) in response to Katrina

2)  The church structure was modeled on the ideas of two men about the relationship of individuals to organizations.

A) Jesus and Paul

B) Lucifer and Beelzebub

C) Yung and krishnamurti

3)  The Church of Revelation is closely associated with: 

A) the Institute of Applied Metaphysics

B) the Unity Church of Christianity

C) the Masonic Lodge

4)  The Church of Revelation is unlike most religious organizations in that:

A) its priests are sanctified by the whole membership.

B) we do not have a single sacred text that we look to as the only inspired word of God.

C) we have thirteen commands handed down by Yahweh instead of 10.

5)  Our focus is on:

A) sharing the process of evolution and unfoldment with all who are looking for answers.

B) Peace on earth and the path way through nirvana to heaven.

C) creating for each member a life without sin and preparation for the rapture.

6)  The questions posed by man are called:


A) the ultimate mysteries of Isis

B) the mythology of the mystics.

C) the perennial questions

7)  In the midst of it all, we can say that we believe this or that principle to be true, but:

A) we want to know if they are true.

B) only the words written on the stone by the finger of God are real.

C) only the testimony of three witnesses can be accepted.

8)  This program of study is for those who:

A) have heard, believed, confessed and are willing to be baptized.

B) are perfect in wisdom, statute and favored by God and man.

C) have logically concluded that the answer are not the special property of any party or discipline.

9) Before we can play any game we must:

A) have the cost of the game.

B) know who designed the game

C) learn the rules of the game

10)  As science has gained in credibility:

A) religious organizations have begun closing this door.

B) we have created a new priesthood.

C) atheistic communism has completely taken over the world.

11)  Who are the Father Confussors?

A) The angels of the Adversary

B) Un-ordained ministers of the occult

C) Those who came after the Great Masters who developed religious organization.

12)  The first Field of knowledge, and the one the Great Masters and teachers have revealed as most important, is:

A) knowledge of ourselves, the inner being.

B) Theology and Philosophy.

C) pure science without speculation.

13)  Shumacher said, “when it comes to the essentially human concerns, western civilization is: 

A) the one civilization most capable of the transformation of man.

B) both ignorant and incompetent.

C) the most advanced in the history of man.

14)  George Leonard, in the Silent Pulse says, “a judgmental attitude is:

A) proof against perfect rhythm.

B) the badge of concerned citizens.

C) is alright as long as you keep silent.

15)  The close adherent to a religion frequently knows how to refute everyone else’s doctrine.

A) He is a bible scholar.

B) He is the only recipient of truth because his religion tells him so.

C) He is on a higher spiritual plain.

16)  The problem scientists have with this inner field of knowledge is:

A) they have already ruled out inner knowledge as unscientific and unworthy of consideration.

B) they cannot extract it, analyze it, put it under a microscope or use it as an interchangeable part for another patient.

C) both A and B.

17)  Man faces a crisis today because all avenues to the Law of Evolution and Unfoldment have road blocks, all but one, and that is: 

A) the laying on of hands by ordained healers.

B) individual work with an ascended master, preferably in a mountain retreat.

C) our capability to look within as Jesus and the Great Masters have taught .  To go within, to question and contemplate, the coming to know based upon life experiences, is the process.

18)  If there is anything that is a real guide for the truth seeker in the process of self-discovery, what is it?

A) Complete and total adherence to the Ten Commandments.

B) When doctrines and dogmas are removed these pristine principles (the Universal Laws) are the only real guide.

C) The mystic tradition, the esoteric teachings and strict observance of the proper rituals.

19)  According to the Masters what is the interconnecting energy?

A) The Universal Law of Love

B) The linage of Masters in the Taoist and Buddhist tradition and the apostolic line in Christianity.

C) The direct commands found in the ancient texts.

20)  Metaphysical studies are for those who:

A) cannot deal with reality of the conscious world.

B) desire contact with the real world.

C) desire the development of skills such as astral travel, aura vision and healing.

21)  Jesus called these understood life experiences:

A) punishment for past life transgressions.

B) treasures that re to be laid up in heaven instead of treasures on earth where thieves and weather can get to them.

C) the high road and the rest was the low road.

22)  Why must we move past the idea of reward and punishment?

A) because we do not need a fear based attitude toward God.

B) because this idea foster unhealthy competition.

C) because rewards make beggars of us all.

23)  True understanding of Karma is an understanding of: 

A) balance

B) sin

C) good and bad

24)  To fall back on the claim that everything is relative is a way of: 

A) understanding there are no absolutes.

B) avoiding individual responsibility.

C) teaching there are no permanent universal principles.

25)  What is the ultimate blame game?

A) To blame anyone but one’s self.

B) To blame one’s self.

C) To lay the fault with God.

26)  The only limitations we face are the ones:

A) created by God.

B) we create and believe.

C) fate deals us.

27)  The universal Law of Believing and Knowing: 

A) brings one to the realization that belief and knowledge are two sides of the same coin.  Belief and knowledge equal wisdom.

B) explains how each exists independent of the other.

C) specifies that belief must come first.

28)  The Universal Law of Pure Potentiality embodies the truth that:

A) everyone has limited potential.

B) potentiality is delicate and can be easily degraded.

C) thought creates form and without thought there can be no form.

29)  What is fear?

A) The absence of light.

B) The root of all our failures and problems.

C) The Great Satan

D) All the above

30)  What power does the Great Satan Fear have?

A) The power to destroy all life.

B) The only power it has is the power we give it.

C) The power to wage war on God.

31)  The Universal Law of Being reveals:

A) that we have certain innate powers due to the indwelling of God in man.

B) that we are independently Gods and need not concern ourselves with any single God.

C) that we are unworthy sinners and that even our best efforts are as filthy rags in the sight of God.

32)  All of the teachings of the Great Masters are revelations of the Universal Laws.  What does this mean?

A) It means that their teachings were limited and really not different.

B) It means the Universal Laws were commands that cannot be avoided and may lead to death if not adhered to.

C) It means there is something critical about these laws that are beyond any discipline, and doctrine and any dogma.  There is simply nothing more important for us to understand than how to be in harmony with them.

33)  In essence, what is the mission of COR?

A) To spread the doctrine of multiple paths to God.

B) To provide assistance to those in the process of identifying and verifying the Universal Laws in their life experiences.

C) To destroy evil on earth and thereby create a clear path to salvation.

34)  Anyone can become a member of COR by:

A) applying for membership after a 10 day fast.

B) simply filling out the form for membership.

C) completing the first degree level of the Institute of Applied Metaphysics.  One cannot join COR but may be awarded membership by completing this first level.

35)  The membership program of IAM-COR is called:

A) the Church of Revelation

B) the Universal Law Society

C) IAM

36)  What was the gospel (good news) of Jesus?

A) His death, burial and resurrection

B) Anyone who believes he is the son of God will be saved.

C) the kingdom is within each of us and that we can be free of fear because we can know this truth and be free.

37)  COR promotes the means for people of all cultures and religions to:

A) recognizes how we are alike as opposed to how we are different.

B) be more American and Christian in their approach to life.

C) throw off superstition, doctrine and dogma in favor of the catechism.

38)  What was the authors answer to the question, “What is your relationship with the Lord?

A) “The father and I are one.”

B) “Pretty good as long as no one gets between us.”

C) “How can a human hope to have a relationship with a spirit?”

39)  All the Masters have taught that if we want to know God: 

A) we must get on an established path.

B) we must find a perfect master.

C) first begin the process of knowing Self.

40)  COR does not deal in belief systems:

A) There is only one accurate belief system and it must be accepted without doubt.

B) It is about knowing the continuing process of creation.

C) It deals only with inspired relation of pure truth by means of channeling.

41)  With proper perspective we see the most intransigent problems as:

A) test sent by the Adversary to try our faith.

B) only obstacles to be overcome in the process of evolution and unfoldment.

C) God’s plan of salvation.

42)  Karl Jung wrote:

A) “The bigger the organization, the more likely the collective qualities will produce excellence.”

B) “The bigger the organization, the more unavoidable is its immorality and blind stupidity.”

C) “The bigger the organization the greater its durability.”

43)  Even metaphysical or esoteric group sometimes talk about evolution and unfoldment as:

A) some kind of mass evolvement of human beings as a whole.

B) some kind of divine osmosis.

C) both A and B.

44)  What we have failed to grasp is that the Way, the Tao or dharma is approached and understood   by: 

A) only holy men who have spent at least 10 years in contemplative isolation.

B) only by the individual.

C) only by the mystery sects of the major religions of the world.

45)  At COR  there is no doctrine, dogma, creed, ritual or stated paths.  We stress: 

A) the anarchic path of chaos therapy.

B) personal revelation from God via the proper drugs or intensive meditation.

C) that the process is the students process of identifying and verifying the universal Law from their life experiences.

46)  Krishnamurti wrote: 

A) “My subject lies wholly within the bounds of experience.”

B) “All that I know I received from my Master.”

C) “It is possible to organize a belief.”

47)  When did the doctrine of the trinity become an established doctrine of the Roman Church?

A) At the Council of Nicea in 325 AD

B) At the council of Constantinople 500 years after the establishment of the Church.

C) On the Mount of Transfiguration and on the Day of Pentecost.

48)  Strictly speaking, COR is: 

A) a cross between Buddhism, Taoism and Christianity.

B) fundamental metaphysics as understood by the Prophet Mohammed.

C) not faith based, in that there is no required statement of faith, no dogma and no formal steps to be accepted.

49)  The only reasons why an ordination might be withdrawn is:

A) if an ordained individual should return to a dualistic view of the world or in any way begin to sell fear.

B) if the ordained minister should refuse to be baptized or to baptize new members.

C) the refusal of the ordained to pay tithes.

50)  The Great Acceptance is:

A) the acceptance creed chanted by the ordained at the ordination ceremony.

B) a prayer of thankfulness, awareness and acceptance.

C) the creed signed by all new members at the time of joining the Church.

Book Seven

The Unity Principles
This book is a study of what Charles Fillmore, one of the founders of the Unity movement and Dr. Emily Cady, one who contributed to the Unity publications had to say about the Universal Laws

Lesson Questions

1)  What the author offers in Unity Principles is –

A) newly found writings by Fillmore and Cady

B) a different perspective and a structure upon which identification of the core principles of Unity can be clearly seen and understood.

C) a magic carpet through doctrine and dogma into ecstatic states of consciousness.

2)  Fillmore said, “We have not been more successful in making the teachings of Jesus a practical standard for everyday guidance because – 

A) we have not shown the hellish consequences of disobeying God.”

B) we have not understood the laws on which they are based.”

C) we get the teachings of the Old and New Testament confused.

3)  Fillmore said, “We have never thought for ourselves in religion, consequently we do not know how to think accurately and consecutively upon any proposition – 

A) we have not been trained to draw conclusions each for himself from a Universal Pivotal Truth.”

B) we must be rooted and grounded in the teachings of the apostolic line.”

C) the only solution is to return again to the canonized books for the pure teachings.”

4)  Fillmore specifically stated that the twelve powers are –

A) the Universal Laws.

B) the inspired teachings of God

C) facets of God innate in man, our Divine Birthright and the talents described in the parable.

7)  The purpose of this book is to provide –

A) evidence in the words of Charles Fillmore, Emilie Cady and Elizabeth Sand Turner as to the Unity Principles upon which the movement was based.

B) justification for the establishment of the Unity Church of Christianity as a separate  religion.

C) clarification of the creed upon which the doctrine of the Church is based.

8)  From the day of Pentecost depicted in the second chapter of the Book of Acts, there has been a battle between –

A) the Jews and the Gentiles.

B) the Romans and the Jews.

C) the literalists and the metaphysicians.

10)  Why was Emperor Constantine driven to take measures to codify the teachings and restructure the Church organization to suit his purposes?

A) It was because of the diversity of those calling themselves Christians.

B) It was because most of his army was Christian.

C) It was because of the religious controversy between Mithraism and Christianity.

11)  Who were invited by Constantine to the Council of Nicea?

A) Every bishop in the world.

B) Only those calling themselves Gnostics.

C) Only the priest of the literalists camp.

13)  Fillmore and Jesus did not invent the Universal Laws or teach totally new principles.  They –

A) demonstrated them.

B) reinterpreted them from the Ten Commandments.

C) brought them forth by means of channeling from the Tibetan Book of the Dead.

15)  Making the Unity teachings consistent with Universal Principles required Charles and Myrtle Fillmore to –

A) spend 40 days and nights in the wilderness being tempted by Satan.

B) compromise between the teachings of Mary Baker Eddy and Martin Luther.

C) abandon and repudiate fear-based and dualistic concepts.

16)  Emilie Cady said, “What are usually called promises of God are certain – 

A) misunderstandings of spiritually elevated but consciously confused religious fanatics.

B) eternal, unchangeable truths that are true whether they are found in the Bible or in the Almanac.”

C) principles designed by the devil to lead the spiritually oriented into the dark night of the soul.”

19)  Fillmore said, “The true concept of God is that He is the Intelligent Principle of the Universe and,

A) like all principles, totally impartial in His expression.”

B) the devil is the ignorant intelligence in the universe.”

C) therefore everything is predetermined including what we do with our lives.”

21)  Fillmore said, “Divine law is the orderly working out of the –

A) world’s karma.”

B) allegory of Revelation.”

C) principles of being.”

25)  Fillmore wrote, “As a climax He (speaking of Jesus) definitely located heaven –

A) in another dimension called Bardo.”

B) and the new Jerusalem as in the sky but invisible.”

C) within you.”

26)  Fillmore wrote, “Man is a spiritual being of Spirit, soul and body.  Therefore,

A) no part can survive without the other.”

B) our so-called physical organism is not a separate entity but derives from Spirit, and is dependent upon soul or consciousness for its functioning.”

C) a sin against the body becomes unforgivable by the Spirit.”

27)  Fillmore wrote, “Man is not limited in life. –

A) “He has four score years to get it done.”

B) “He has existed with the Father always.”

C) “He does not have to experience multiple lives.”

30)  What should a member of Unity or any “new thought” student draw from specific teachings about the Universal Laws?

A) There is no difference between the Universal Laws and the 12 powers of man.

B) There is no difference between the Laws of the Prophets and the Universal Laws.

C) We must develop our birthright and use these innate powers to come into harmony with the Universal Laws.

31)  Virtually all Christian Churches see the world as a battle between the angelic host of God and the demonic forces of Satan.  This is the essence of –

A) the good guy – bad guy syndrome.

B) duality.

C) the gospel of Jesus.

32)  “All things, all actions, all principle are – 

A) working toward the unity of God, man and the universe.”

B) under the control of Satan until the rapture.”

C) predestined by God.”

33)  “What men need above all else in this day is more wisdom –

A) more discretion in the use of the life that they have.”

B) more time for meditation.”

C) more money to accomplish the imaginations of the heart.”

34)  Our consciousness, our mental and emotional focus, our life view and our expectancy determines whether we –

A) will go to heaven or to hell.

B) are creating constructively or destructively.

C) we can learn to use people to get what we want.

35)  What may we gain in understanding from the quotes pertaining to the Law of Proper Perspective?

A) We will know how to cover up our weaknesses and talk the talk of metaphysicians.

B) We will have a sense of what our purpose in life is.  Our attitude will be such that there will be no room for negative or destructive thoughts.

C) We will learn how to maneuver ourselves into a position constantly so that our perspective will not change.

36)  The Law of Pure Potentiality embodies the truth that all things in existence first existed –

A) as particles before the big bang.

B) in thought, and without thought, there can be no form.

C) in another dimension and that we have the potential to transmit matter inter-dimensionally.

37)  Fillmore wrote, “To man is given the highest power in the universe –

A)  the conscious power of thought.

B) the ability to speak.

C) the ability to see himself.

38)  When we understand the Law of Pure Potentiality we will know – 

A) that the manner in which we are in the image of god is that we too are creators, a part of the continuing process of creation.  It is our divine birthright.

B) that we can do whatever we want to whomever we want without recrimination.

C) we can create whatever comes to mind as long as we follow certain spiritual rituals.

39)  It is the surety engendered by intuitive knowledge that completes and gives faith its power.  Cady wrote, “Intuition and intellect are meant to travel together,

A) but faith in the eyes of God is more precious than the intellect.”

B) intuition always holding the reins to guide intellect.”

C) but intellect must guide the process.”

40)  “He who would have fruit from the tree of life must reach up and get it.  He must aspire to it first, and then in prayer and true word – 

A) await an omen, something to happen, a word to be said that confirms the path as the right one.”

B) act as if he had already received it.”

C) take what he wants for it is his divine birthright.”

41)  Fillmore wrote, “Realization is the deep inner conviction and assurance of the fulfillment of an ideal.  It means –

A) you stand alone among the masses with a vision of what can be.”

B) at-one-ment, completion, perfection, wholeness, repose, resting in God.”

C) a focused purpose at all cost regardless of family, friends or church affiliation.”

42)  Fillmore wrote, “Do not take anyone’s word for it, but try the law for yourself.

A) “The other fellow’s realization of substance will not guarantee your supply.  You must become conscious of it yourself.”

B) “The world will have to see verification of your process.”

C) “It is necessary to adhere to the law of the prophets upon which Christianity has derived its basic teachings.”

43)  Cady wrote, “We do not have to beseech God any more than we have to beseech the sun to shine, and it cannot help it.

A) no more can God help pouring into us unlimited wisdom, life power.  All good, because to give is a law of His being.”

B) It has been predetermined before time began by God as to what will happen.
C) Because our needs are already known and prayer for assistance is for selfish needs.

44)  Fillmore wrote, “If there is any lack apparent in your world it is because –

A) the requirements of the law of manifestation have not been met.”

B) you are not living right.  There are secrets of moral depravity you have not addressed.”

C) You are living the balancing process of Karma from abuses of past lives.”

45)  Fillmore wrote, “It is impossible that in this universal Mind that fills everything there can be any such thing as absence.  There is no lack of anything anywhere in reality.”

A) “All shortages are the work of the devil which is destructive in nature.”

B) “The only lack is the fear of lack in the mind of man.”

C) “It is a figment in the mind of the Illuminati, which reminds us of our human limitations.

46)  What is the primary lesson learned from the Universal Law of Abundance.?

A) “The rich get richer and the poor get poorer.”

B) “The haves and have nots we will have we will have with us always.”

C) There is no limit on our creation except what our limited views permits.”
47)  Fillmore wrote, “It is the magnet of the universe, and about it may be clustered all the attributes of Being, by one who thinks in divine order.”

A) “money and power”

B) “Love is the drawing power of mind.”

C) “Humility and self-deprivation.”

48)  The Universal Law of Relativity embodies the principle that all are connected to” –

A) a soul group.”

B) all.”

C) the dark side.”

49)  Cady wrote, “There is one Spirit, one Father of all, in us all, but –

A) there are different manifestations or individualities.”

B) the devil may come between the Father and his manifestations.”

C) there is more than one power in the universe.”

50)  “One Truth statement understood and demonstrated in life is – 

A) enough to get you past heaven’s gate but not enough to keep you there.”

B) may be enough if you have the supplication of a sanctified Priest.

C) worth more than many lessons and statements about truth.”

51)  Fillmore refers to the Universal Law of Balance and Equalization as –

A) The law of Equilibrium

B) Karma

C) the yo yo affect

52)  Our lives are what we are creating by the choices we make and the actions we take.  The consequences are –

A) literally the difference between heaven and hell.”

B) what determine the ecstasy of victory or the agony of defeat.”

C) are the balancing of forces in what makes up our being.

53)  This Law is about perfect justice.  Jesus defined it as –

A) “forgiveness seven times seven”

B) “You shall reap what you sow.”

C) “Being in the hands of those who know not what they do.”

54)  Fillmore wrote, “There are no accidents in the laws of Being.  “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall be also reap’ is another way of saying –  

A) that for every cause there is an adequate effect.”

B) The punishment I will bring will be more than equal to the transgressions.”

C) You live in God’s grace and no matter what you do it will not be good enough but can be saved by my grace.”

55)  Fillmore wrote, “No step in spiritual enfoldment is more important than –

A) humility.  God hates a haughty spirit.”

B) renunciation or elimination.  We must learn to let go, to give up, to make room for the things we have prayed for and desired.”

C) obedience.  You can do all manner of good deeds, give liberally and pray continually, but if you contravene one of god’s laws, it is like casting a spear into his heart.”

56)  The Universal Law of Evolution and unfoldment can be seen as –

A) the ongoing process of unfoldment of the mind of God.

B) the law proved by Charles Darwin regarding biological evolution, which is the same above as below.

C) the culmination of the 33 degrees of the Masonic Lodge.

57)  Fillmore wrote, “There is a law of unfoldment in Being, a law as exact as the progressive steps in a mathematical problem in which no error is made –

A) a law so fixed in the mind of god that there is nothing man can do to improve or harm his process.”

B) a law as harmonious as that which governs a musical production where discord has found no place.”

C) a law which places man in a fixed wheel of life upon which there is no escape or purpose.

58)  How is truth demonstrated?  Fillmore wrote, 

A) “It is through progressive, step-by-step spiritual unfoldment.”

B) “It is through the observance of religious rituals that we demonstrate our desire to unfold.”

C) “It has always been only through blood sacrifices which is the reason Jesus came.  We must regularly remember this as our demonstration.”

59)  Fillmore wrote, “We find that at every upward step we take in our evolution there is 

A) the necessity for penance through self-flagellation.”

B) a sloughing off of, a doing away with, some parts of consciousness that do not accord with the higher principles.”

C) a battle between the sinful, carnal man and the spiritual being within that can only be won when one or the other is killed off.

60)  With understanding of the Law of Evolution and Unfoldment we will come to know that – 

A) we are in a perfect school, that these lessons will hold successes and failures but they are only part of the curriculum.  If we are persistent and hold the vision, we will get it right.

B) everything evolves or devolves purely at the insistence of God and our evolution has little or nothing to do with our efforts.

C) unfoldment is the almost instant realization of Unity with God and evolution is a long process and neither have anything to with the other.

61)  Fillmore wrote, “Turn a portion of your zeal to do God’s will to the establishing of His kingdom within you.

A) “Put all your energy into teaching, preaching, healing and helping others.”

B) “Do not put all your enthusiasm into teaching, preaching, healing, and helping others; help yourself.”

62)  Fillmore says, “Love is – 

A) the power that joins and binds in divine harmony the universe and everything in it.”

B) an opium for the people which releases them from the cares of the world.”

C) Love is blind, make up your mind, God has to know whether you are with or against him.”

63)  Writing of fear, the opposite of love Emilie Cady says,

A) “Fear is just built in self-preservation and is necessary for our survival.”

B) “It makes us helpless as babes.  It makes us ants whereas we might be giants were we only free from it.”

C) “Fear galvanizes us into action where love sometimes has a paralyzing effect leaving us defenseless and mesmerized.

64)  What is called evil is really the destructive results of – 

A) Satan who goes forth on earth seeking whom he may devour.

B) Karmic action on our lives from who knows how many lives previously.

C) fearful, negative and wrong thought.

65)  While not as succinct as Jesus, both Fillmore and Cady make their case in a direct manner and clearly teach – 

A) that the 12 powers of man are the same thing as the Universal Laws and Unity principles.

B) that the Universal Laws are the basis of the Unity Movement – the Unity Principles.

C) that the Unity Principles originated with them and no one else has ever taught them the way they did.

Book Eight

Renford Revelations Volume One

This is 52 blogs, essays and articles primarily about the Universal Laws

Lesson Questions

1) The most important thing we can possibly do in this life is:

A) Create a better world for our children.

B) To consciously identify and verify the Universal Laws in our life experiences.

C) Get involved in a political process that promotes freedom.

2) All the Masters taught:

A) By simple stories

B) Ancient text that have survived to this day.

C) by miraculous oratory.

3) Thought creates:

A) Form

B) Habits

C) Attitudes

4) Deepak Chopra wrote:

A) only the masters have revealed the wisdom of God.
B) Everything is the process of the unmanifested becoming manifested.

C) There are 7 spiritual laws and 6 non-spiritual laws.

5) Fundamental to the understanding of the creative force is:

A)  knowledge of the 10 commandments.

B) The Apostles’ Creed.

C) Our understanding of who and what we are.

6) The only power fear has is:

A) The power we give it.
B) Possessed by Satan.

C) That which is backed by God.

7) The ultimate blame game is:

A) to lay it anywhere but upon yourself.

B) to lay the fault with God.

C) to take credit for everything positive.

8) What is the most convincing evidence of the existence of God?

A) The words of the masters in the ancient texts.

B) The testimony of two or more witnesses.

C) The Universal Laws

9) What did Jesus say was the most important law?

A) Thou shall not kill.

B) Love the Lord your God with all heart, soul and mind.

C) Keep the Law of Moses.

10) What did Buddha say was the most important Law?

A) Everything changes

B) Meditation daily is required.

C) Faith is God

11) The fact is that it is not so much that we learn to use the Universal Laws:

A) It is that they use us,
B) We must come into harmony with them.

C) We simply have to  memorize them.

12) Lao Tzu is quoted in the Hua Hu Ching as saying.

A) The world has no real enlightened Masters

B) The world is full of enlightened masters.

C) The world is full of half enlightened masters.

13) The Universal Laws, the rules of the game of life:

A) Had to exist first before there was matter or life of any kind other than Universal Being.

B) Were laid down in the 10 commandments, the Laws of Maat and the Code of Hammurabi.

C) Are changeable only by God.

14) When one identifies and verifies the Universal Laws in one’s own life experiences:

A) One has achieved a level of faith known only to the saved.

B) One has come into a state of knowing.

C) One has reached nirvana in the Buddhist tradition
15) The first field of knowledge is:

A) Knowledge of others

B) Knowledge of self

C) Knowledge of how others see us

16) Jesus called the Universal Laws:

A) The mysteries, secrets and truths

B) The commandments of God

C) The commandment of men

17) Gnostics are concerned with:

A) Strange talk of the royal family of God.

B) Inner essence and enlightenment

C) Outward manifestation, symbols and ritual.

18) How does one come to know?

A) By finding a perfect master.

B) By hours upon hours of meditation and ecstatic revelation

C) Experiential learning

19) What is the real difference between believing and knowing?

A) Believing and knowing are two sides of the same coin.

B) Believing is in the ear of the beholder.

C) Believing and knowing are polar extremes and never shall they ever meet.

20) The Greek word “metenoia” means:
A) I am sorry beyond words.

B) Metaphysics

C) To change one’s way of thinking.

21) Thought creates:

A) form – without thought there can be no form.

B) Imaginings of the heart

C) Desires

22) Spinoza said, “There is no need that we should understand the series of individual mutable things:

A)for their essence is only to be found in fixed and eternal things.

B) because everything changes for the better.

C) mutable things are transitory.

23) There is no man so doomed to failure as:

A) One who refuses to ask for help.

B) The man who only looks outward and not to himself.

C) The prideful man running before destruction.

24) George de Purucker in the Esoteric Tradition, Volume II states:

A) We are, physically speaking, an aggregate of a quasi-infinitude of electrons whirling and moving with vertiginous rapidity.

B) We are made up of body, mind, and spirit.

C) Are only animals with a large brain.

25) Shakti says:

A) There is no separation between God and us,.  We are divine expressions of the creative principle on this level of existence.

B) Man has fallen from God.

C) Man is lost in a maze of fear and ego.

26) Millman, in his poem, Finding the Middle Way, says:

A) “The middle ground is almost impossible to find without a guide.”

B) “If gravity is the glue that holds the universe together, balance is the key that unlocks its secrets.”

C) “the middle way in narrow and few there is who can find it.”

27) Fred Sheos’ humorous comment in 1973 was:

A) “an oak tree is just a nut that held its ground.”

B) “There is no such thing as a tree with fir.”

C) “the tree of life is dead.”

28) What is Shumacher’s law of adequatio?

A) Virtually no one is adequate to the task of gaining enlightenment.

B) You can’t pour a five gallon jug of water into a quart jar.

C) We have to have the capability to learn.

29) The apostle Paul said:

A) “Why call on me Lord, Lord and do not the things I say.”

B) “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”

C) “My gospel is not of this earth.”

30) Millman said, “No matter what we feel or know, no matter what our potential gifts or talents:

A) “We can’t succeed with God.”

B) “We have to be filled by the Holy Spirit.”

C) “Only action brings them to life.”

Book Eight
The Five Tibetan Rites

These ancient rites stimulate the endocrine system, brainwave patterns and revitalize the 7 major energy vortexes which supply the endocrine glands with life animating energy and life force.  These endocrine glands secrete precious hormones which ensure growth and vitality.  The ductless glands respond to the delicate energy fed to them by the non-physical energetic centers called chakras. The word chakra is a Sanskrit word meaning “wheel.” When they are not producing the hormonal amount needed to stay vital and active aging and illness ensues. Not only do we need the hormones, but if the tiny receptor cells that receive the hormones are limited from lack of movement and stimulation it does not matter if the glands are secreting the proper amount because the physical body cannot receive the hormones. 
Lesson Questions

1) After practicing the Tibetan Rites name three things that have improved about your body.

2) Name the three lower chakras and describe the characteristics of each.

3) After practicing the Tibetan Rites name three things that have improved about your mind.

4) After practicing the Tibetan Rites name three things that have improved about your emotions.

5) Name the four upper chakras and describe the characteristics of each.

Book Nine
The Core Teachings

This book identifies thirteen Universal Laws that were taught by the Great Masters.  The emphasis is on how their teachings were alike as opposed to how they were different. It can be read in two ways. It may be read as any book from front to back in the normal way or the reader can take any one of the Universal Laws and follow the thinking of the Masters one by one. You can read what Buddha had to say about one of the Laws in the Dhammapada – what Lao Tzu said in the Tao Teh Ching, what Vedic writers said in ancient Vedic texts – what the Zen Masters said – what Jesus said and what Mohammed said.  The book moves on to famous writers and teachers such as William James, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Thomas Troward, Wallace Wattles and Napoleon Hill.  The last author quoted is Dr. David Hawkins PhD.  The reader can get a more comprehensive picture of a Universal Law than any other way. Readers and students can see for themselves how the original teachings parallel each other.  In the process of this study what has been added can be identified.  To some degree, there is an introduction to the Universal Laws in virtually all of the Renford Books, but in The Core Teachings, there is a more in depth study of the Laws. 

Lesson Questions

1) What is the one focus of this book?

2) Who created all the doctrines and dogmas?

3) What are the four pillars upon which this program of study is based?

4) Why do I call this a self-verifiable system?

5) What is thought to be the oldest writing known to man?

6) How many Universal Laws have the Masters identified?

7) How would you define the Universal Law of Being?

8) How would you define the Universal Law of Absolute Unity?

9) How would you define the Universal Law of Proper Perspective?

10) How would you define the  Universal Law of Pure Potentiality?

11) How would you define the Universal Law of Believing and Knowing?

12) How would you define the Universal Law of Abundance?

13) How would you define the Universal Law of Attraction?

14) How would you define the Universal Law of Relativity?

15) How would you define the Universal Law of Balance and Equalization?

16) How would you define the Universal Law of Evolution and Unfoldment?

17) How would you define the Universal Law of Giving and Receiving?

18) How would you define the Universal Law of Righteous Self-interest?

19) How would you define the Universal Law of Love?

20) What is the Kybalion?

21) What are the seven axioms of the Hermetic Teachings?

22) What two texts are quoted in the Vedic Texts section of this book?

23) What is the most significant symbol in Hinduism?

24) Who is thought to be the author of the Tao Teh Ching?

25) What is the most famous book of Confucius?

26) What is said to be the last teachings of Buddha?

27) Who wrote, “the basic position of Zen is that it has nothing to say about, nothing to teach. The truth of Buddhism is so self-evident, so obvious that it is, if anything, concealed by explaining by explaining it?

28) What is the heart of the Law of Moses?

29) Where are the esoteric teachings to be found in Judaism?

30) In Matthew 13:34-35 what did Jesus say he had come to do?

31) What are the secrets?

32) What were the early followers of Jesus’ teachings called?

33) What does Gnosticism mean?

34) In his book Islam, Fritzof Schuon describes Islam as what?

35) Which of Aristotle books confused the Romans to the point they did not know where to file it?

36) What did the Romans call this book?

37) Who said, “You are either a Spinozaist or you are not a philosopher at all?

38) Ralph Waldo Emerson and his group including Henry David Thoreau were called what?

39) What book is James Allen famous for?

40) Who wrote the Secret Doctrine and founded the Theosophical Society?

41) Why did AA prove so successful?

42) Frank J. Tipler, a Physicist, says that mathematically speaking, the Omega Point is what?

43) What was Thomas Troward/s masterpiece?

44) What was the key book of Earnest Holmes that led to the creation of the Science of Mind Church?

45) Who wrote the famous book, Think and Grow Rich?
46) Who was the author of the Master Key?

47) Dr. David Hawkins may be best known for which book?

48) Maurice Nicoll is famous for two books.  What were they?

49) Second book

50) Who wrote The Flight of the Eagle?
51) From whom did the Ra Material come?

52) What was the Zoroastrian name for God?

53) What is Epistemology?

54) By what name did the Gnostics call Yahweh, the God of the Jews?

55) What is the study of being or the kinds of existence?

56) What is the Pentateuch?

57) What is the Q Gospel?

58) What does the word “Religion” mean?

59) What is a Sufi?
Book Ten
The Revealer

This book specifically looks at what Universal Law or Laws are being explained in each of the parables of Jesus. These are what he called “the secrets”, “the mysteries” and “the truths”.
Lesson Questions
1) When were most of the gospels written?

A) Shortly after Pentecost

B) Within the life time of the apostles up to AD75

C) 80 to 120 years after the life of Christ

2) Elaine Pagels says:

A) Mithra and Jesus was the same.

B) Christianity today is less varied than it was in 325AD

C) The Apostles Creed was written by James, he brother of Jesus.

3) Why did Jesus say he taught in parables?

A) He said the people were too ignorant to understand the doctrine of atonement.

B) He said this people’s heart is waxed gross, their ears are dull of hearing and their eyes are closed.

C) He said he had to do something until I was tie to go to the cross.

4) Why did Jesus say he came?

A) To reveal the secrets that had lain  hidden from the foundations of the earth.

B) To offer himself as a sacrifice to an angry God because of the sins of the world.

C) To create a church that would rule the world.

5) What was the “good news” according to Jesus?

A) All the religions of the world will become as one.

B) My church will conquer Rome.

C) You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.

6) What is the opposite of Love?

A) Fear

B) Hate

C) Ignorance

7) Martin H. Scharlemann, in his book Proclaiming the Parables writes:

A) “One might observe at this point that no two form critics agree in their conclusions.”

B) “The parables are almost impossible for modern man to relate to.”

C) “The parables are just stories used to entertain the people between miracles while waiting to die on the cross.
8) Every parable points to:

A) Wages of sin

B) How we should think or how we should change our way of thinking.

C) Why he had to die on the cross.

9) Why were the parables only moderately affected by the redactors and organization builders?

A) They did not know what they were – illustrations of the Universal Laws.

B) They were considered the sacred words of Jesus.

C) They knew they would have little to do with the death, burial and resurrection story.

10) Who wrote the most about archetypes?

A) Paul

B) James, the brother of Jesus

C) Joseph Campbell and Carl Jung

11) What is the meaning of the dream symbol of “dining in the kingdom of God”?

A) Getting hungry during the night

B) This refers to taking in knowledge of the Universal Laws

C) The desire to be rich

12) What does the symbol of a “coin” mean?

A) Value

B) Thinking too much about money

C) Not having money

Match the following list of the Universal Laws with a parable covered in the book. It may or may not be the best example but it will be in that chapter.

1)  Universal Law of Being ___

2)  Universal Law of Absolute Unity ___

3) Universal Law of Proper Perspective ___

4) Universal Law of Evolution and Unfoldment ___

5) Universal Law of Relativity ___

6) Universal Law of Attraction ___

7) Universal Law of Giving and Receiving ___

8) Universal Law of Abundance ___

9) Universal Law of Pure Potentiality ___

10) Universal Law of Believing and Knowing ___

11) Universal Law of Balance and Equalization ___

12) Universal Law of Righteous Self-interest ___

13) Universal Law of Love ___

A) The Sower

B) Dinner Guest

C) Householder

D) Ten Virgins

E) Good Samaritan

F) Two Debtors

G) King’s War Plan

H) Pearl of Great Price

I) Friend at Midnight

J) Mustard Seed

K) Unjust Judge

L) Divided Kingdom

M) Rich Man and Lazarus 

Book Eleven
Contemporary Revealers of the Universal Laws

The Contemporary Revealers gives credit to those who in their books have revealed all or part of the Universal Laws.

Lesson Questions

1) What is the order and structure upon which the natural are based?

A) The revelation of gods on mountain tops

B) The Universal Laws

C) Physics and the law of thermodynamics

2) This book is giving credit to those who have recognized that the Universal Laws are:

A) Ubiquitous and the first principles of life.

B) The commands given by God on Mt. Sinai

C) The fundamental teachings as revealed in the Apostolic Creed
3) Thomas Troward wrote:

A) The Renford Affirmations

B) The Book of Enoch

C) The Hidden Power

4) Wallace D. Wattles wrote the Science of Getting Rich and his source was:

A) The great philosophers of the World

B) The Buddhist university in India established by the Tibetans

C) The captains of American industry

5) Charles Haanel was:

A) An unsuccessful businessman in St. Louis

B) The author of the Master Key
C) Successful helping people sell their businesses
6) Charles Fillmore:

A) Wrote books with his wife, Emily Cady

B) Along with his wife founded the Unity Movement

C) Wrote a book called the 12 Universal Laws
7) Florence Scovil Shinn wrote a book called:

A) The Game of Life and How to Play it.

B) The Wages of Sin are Death

C) The Rules of the Game

8) Maurice Nicole:

A) Was a partner with George Gurdjief

B) Wrote two classics, The Mark and Living Time
C) Was the teacher of P.D. Ouspensky
9) Earnest Holmes was:

A) Founder of Scientology

B) Founder of Christian Science

C) Founder of Religious Science

10) Og Mandino was:

A) Managing editor of Success Magazine

B) President of Success Unlimited Magazine

C) Author of You Can be a Great Salesman
11) David R. Hawkins PhD.

A) Founded the Institute for Spiritual Research

B) Wrote Success by Force
C) Lectured at Stanford only

12) Richard Bach said of the Universal Laws:

A) The truths you speak have no past and no future – it is, and that’s all it needs to be.

B) They are perpetual like the sea gulls – always present

C) God knows all our illusions but is oblivious to them

13) Dan Millman is best known for:

A) being a world champion cyclist

B) his book The Laws of Spirit and The Peaceful Warrior
C) being a martial arts instructor

      14)  Deepak Chopra says that his book, The Seven Spiritual Laws of Success could be called:

A) The Seven Spiritual Laws of Life
B) The Laws of Material Wealth
C) The Success Motivation Institute
      15) James Redfield’s book, The Celestine Prophecy reveals:

A) the 13 Universal Laws

B) the 21 Universal Laws

C) 9 incites
Book Twelve
The Four Pillars

This book is a guide to the process of identifying and verifying the Universal Laws in our own life experiences. It also covers the other two pillars of observation and meditation

Lesson Questions

1) Identification specifically refers to:

A) Determining which author and which school of thought must be chosen.

B) Identifying and verifying each of the 13 Universal Laws.

C) Determine who you are in preparing for the process.

2) Once we have identified the 13 Universal Laws  the task becomes:

A) One of verification

B) One of observation

C) One of meditation

3) Identification, verification and observation are all part of:

A) A conscious process

B) The three pillars

C) The four pillars

4) Meditation cements the conscious understanding of the first 3 pillars and leads to:

A)  Ecstatic revelation

B) Intuitive learning

C) Foundational doctrine and dogma

5) What you can’t verify can be simply left on the shelf until:

A) You can do so.

B) Your guru, pastor or teacher brings it into the light.

C) You complete the second level.

6) The rules:

A) Have to be followed strictly

B) Were written in stone and came from God.

C) Define the game of life

7) What is the first guarantee of Renford and IAM?

A) If you know the laws you will go to heaven.

B) The process is self-verifiable.

C) No one goes to the father but by Renford.

8) What is the significance of identifying and verifying the Universal Laws in our life experiences?

A) It is the process that leads to knowing.

B) It removes the comfort blanket of fuzzy belief systems.

C) It establishes basis for fundamental belief systems

9) The process:

A) Belongs to the Institute

B) A special revelation from the Akashi record.

C) Must be yours and yours alone

10) What is the seeker looking for?

A) Psychic experience

B) The peripheral benefit

C) The experiential event that goes beyond the senses.

11) Each one of the Universal Laws:

A) Are connected to all the others

B) Are stand along principles which needs no others.

C) Were placed at the disposal of Moses on the mountain top.

12) The Universal Law of Attraction is:

A) The premiere Universal Law

B) Is the process by which the inner-being draws experiences in its process of evolution and unfoldment.

C) The only one that acts directly on people and events in your life

13) The Universal Law of Righteous self-interest:

A) Says each has to look out for number one.

B) Allows the only exercise in selfishness.

C) Attracts with laser-like efficiency what we require in the process of discovering and realizing our primary purpose.

14) It has been expressed by metaphysical teachers that:

A) Praying is a waste of breath – it is never enough

B) Meditation can work when nothing else causes motivation

C) Praying is talking to god and meditation is listening to God.

15) Human life is the:

A) Continuing process of creation

B) The trial by fire and only prayers is the protection.

C) The karmic penalty for our past lives.

16) The long term benefits of meditation is:

A) A lower metabolic rate

B) The power of silence

C) Intuitive knowledge of the Universal Laws.

17) Without the Universal Law of Pure Potentiality:

A) There would be no creative process.

B) There would be a surplus of potential

C) There would be a world of hope and glory.

18) Jonathan Edwards said, “Of all kinds of knowledge that we can ever obtain:

A) Is knowledge of our fellowman.

B) The knowledge of God and the knowledge of ourselves are the most important.

C) Knowledge of the ancient texts is most important.

19) Marcel Proust said, “The real voyage of discovery consists:

A) Not in the schools of Philosophy.”

B) Not in seeking new landscape but in having new eyes.”

C) Not in knowledge but pure faith.

20)  Mohandas Ghandi said:

A) Faith is a function of the heart; it must be reinforced by reason.  The two are not antagonists as some think. The more intense one’s faith, the more it whets one’s reason.  When faith is blind it dies.”

B) Faith is superior to reason because faith is pure and reason is affected by people and our environment.

C) Like Jesus said, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.

21) Abundance is:

A) The primary objective of the greedy.

B) An unrealistic expectation of the naïve.

C) A natural law of the universe.

22) Huxley said:

A) If most of us remain ignorant of ourselves, it is because self-knowledge is painful and we prefer the pleasure of illusion.”

B) We can never know too much about ourselves

C) Most of us know others better than we know ourselves.

23) James Russell Lowell said:

A) “An ounce of warning is worth more than a pound of assistance.”

B) “One thorn of experience is worth a whole wilderness of warning”

C) “don’t tell me how to do it.  Help me to do it.”

24) Albert Einstein said:

A) The most important method of education accordingly always has consisted of that in which the pupil was used to actual performance.

B) The most important tool of learning is memory work.

C) The most important tool of education is competition.

25)  Buddha said:

A) Let a man cultivate humility.”

B) Let a man focus on his own path first.”

C) Let a man cultivate towards the whole world a heart of love.”

The ULS Thesis

Your thesis for the first level (ULS) may include anything you are inspired to write about but must consist of answer to the Summary questions included in this document.  Whatever you write should in some way address these questions:

1) There are twelve books and eight essays included in the ULS.   All the essays are by Renford.  What are the common and primary thrusts of all the books and essays?

2) What do you think the author is trying to accomplish and do you think he successfully accomplished it?

3) How did reading these books and essays benefit you?  Do you think there is anything unique about this approach?  Explain your yes or no answer.

4) If you were going to suggest to anyone a metaphysical approach to this subject matter, would you suggest the ULS or some other development program?  If you would recommend the ULS and the Renford books, explain why.

5) Would you feel comfortable studying these 12 books and 8 essays with students as a counselor? Could you base your personal ministry upon this process of identifying and verifying the Universal Laws? Why? Why not?

6) Does this study adequately prepare you for the next level, whether with IAM in the Master’s Program or elsewhere?

7) Is it very important whether or not you share the knowledge gained in the first level?  If so – why? If not and why not?

8)  Have you been able to identify and verify each of the Universal Laws from your life experiences?

9)  Which Universal Law and experience you verified was most significant for you? 

ULS Workbook Summary

The ULS Workbook contains all the necessary information to complete the first level of study with the Institute of Applied Metaphysics.  The first level is called the Universal Law Society and is the basis of the study for the 2nd and 3rd levels.

The ULS approaches the study of the Universal Laws from a variety of angles.  The purpose is to assist you with the process of identifying and verifying the Universal Laws from your life experiences.

The ULS Workbook features 8 essays, each with “True – False” questions.  It also includes multiple choice lesson questions for each of the Renford Books used as texts in the first level.  These questions are not designed to quiz you on the material as much as to reinforce the important points of the lessons.

You move at your own pace.  There are no time limits and no specific order in which the courses have to be taken. You simply fill out the answers on a separate sheet and send them in.  Graduates are certified to teach the levels they have completed.  Each level completed also gives eligibility for the graduate to receive ordination from the Church of Revelation.

Meditations and Prayers

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” Jesus

These meditations and prayers have been placed here so that you can utilize them while completing the program. There is no requirement as to when or in what order you must complete the books and essays.   You will have read In Search of Self, from which the meditations and prayers are taken but they can be of use to one on the path of self-discovery.  

David’s Affirmation is a metaphysical rendition of the 23rd Psalm and illustrates his understanding of the Universal Laws.   The Affirmation of Jesus is my understanding of what is commonly referred to as The Lord’s Prayer.

The Renford Affirmation and Well Being I created originally for myself.  Now, my students and all who may want to use them may do so.   For 27 days, read them aloud the first thing in the morning and the last thing at night.  After this, the student develops affirmations solely for personal use.

The Great Acceptance is acknowledgement as opposed to supplications. It is a way of keeping focus on the Universal Laws and reminding one’s self of where responsibility lies.

The Process of Harmony is an example of how the Laws interconnect. None of our studies, and no process or system exists in a vacuum.  

David’s Affirmation

Universal Being and that spark of it, the Being within me, is my guide.  I desire no other and need nothing further.

In the perfect silence within do I have repose, a peace that is beyond conscious understanding.

The turbulent waters of conscious life experiences are stilled and I am at peace.  My inner Being guides me and refreshes me.

The being within knows its path and purpose to which I surrender in order to fulfill The Divine Self-expression.

Though I walk in the dark shadow, the sheath of physical man, and away from the Perfect Light, I will banish fear for the Light is within.

All my needs are fulfilled to the extent I am capable of receiving, and my life overflows from the abundance of my giving.

As I give goodness and love, they will follow me in abundance all my life, and when this shell is abandoned, I will again be in The Eternal Universal Light.

The Affirmation of Jesus

Universal Being, The First Cause, I acknowledge as the source of all and in all Being as a Whole, as evidenced in The Law of Being.  What is above is reflected below in the material realm.  I acknowledge Universal Being as the source of all life, the supreme source of light.

I recognize that for the kingdom to be expressed by me, I must find it within, acknowledge its power and be ready to accept its presence, and that I must give up the will of ego to receive it.

I acknowledge the Divine Self-expression, the will of Universal Being expressed through the life force.  I recognize that the Divine Self-expression is within me.

I acknowledge that the bread of life is understanding, and that there is understanding in abundance for those seeking first the Kingdom within.  

I acknowledge that all needs may be fulfilled through The Law of Attraction and The Law of Abundance.

I acknowledge the oneness of all Being, and I reject the temptation of doubt and fear with the knowledge of my access and connection to Universal Being. 

I will avoid wrong thought which leads to wrong action because the power to withstand the power of fear, anger and hatred is in the power of the Universal Source within me.

I must seek forgiveness and understanding for the wrong committed against another Being from that Being.  I will forgive myself, which is the ultimate forgiveness.  With Self-understanding I can do this.  I will search within.  I will test myself to the depths.  I will root out selfishness in my search for eternal understanding.  

I accept responsibility for Self and know only I can conduct the necessary work on Self.  Only I can deliver myself from the grip of fear and wrong thought.  Only constructive thought will manifest constructive results.

I acknowledge that the ultimate source of life is the eternal Being, and that I must fulfill my purpose for the fulfillment of the Divine Self-expression.

The Renford Affirmations

I know anything I can conceive and believe I can achieve.  Every day ideas are coming to me.  Every day I gain more confidence because I believe in myself.  God dwells in me and I can access God Power by recognizing my innate powers. I know that there are certain Universal Principles or Laws upon which all laws, including the laws of physics, rest.  I am persistent in my identification of these Laws in my life.  I am using my innate powers to come into harmony with these Laws of life.  I know that these Laws are the Divine Self-expression and that through understanding them in my life, I can BE STILL AND KNOW GOD.

I see all problems as obstacles that simply require a learning process.  I love them because they exist in Divine Love for my benefit.  I understand that proper perspective is necessary to begin any work and I’m daily developing the capability to view my life in proper perspective.
The essence of God is in me and I am pure potentiality.  Every thought I have creates.  I am aware that I can create destructively as easily as I can create constructively; therefore, my every thought is observed as if I were outside looking in.  Negative and fearful thoughts are immediately apprehended and brought into the light from the dark corners and hidden caverns of my mind.  In their place, creative and constructive thoughts are building the edifice of Self-knowledge and understanding, which is my Divine Birthright.

I know that there are no limits upon the abundance that is available to me except those that I place upon myself.  I am releasing all thoughts that restrict or limit me.  I am attracting all the skills, people and materials that I need to fulfill my primary purpose.  These assets and attributes are daily being placed on the infrastructure that I have created in thought.  I am manifesting what I have imaged in thought.

I know that I am not alone but part of the absolute unity of all.  I know that every action has a reaction.  I know that all is connected; therefore there are always consequences of my thoughts, attitudes and actions.  I observe this and daily create an ever-expanding positive force.

I am giving of myself every day in every way.  I share my wealth, time and knowledge, and the cosmos rewards me in multiples of my giving.  It is inevitable that I receive when I give because this is an expression of a Universal Law, my Divine Birthright.

I know that no matter what I give or receive, there is only one essential ingredient, and this ingredient is the makeup of God.  IT IS LOVE.  Every time I share my knowledge, wealth or time, I am giving packets of LOVE—Packets of God.  I do this daily.  Love is all that I have been given, and it is all that I can give.  I give love freely and daily.

I know where I am, who and what I am, and what I am capable of.  I know that my capacity for energetic activity, creative thought and love are endless and that my energy supplier, universal Being, is infinite.

I take responsibility for what I have and will create.  I know that what I create in thought, and give the power of emotion to, will be manifested.  I AM IN EVERY WAY CREATING MY LIFE!

The Great Acceptance

From the Absolute Unity of Universal Being to the perceived duality of man, let us become aware of our real being as part of the whole.  Let us become aware of the light that permeates and encompasses us.

From the unified field of love that connects all to all, let us become aware of the indwelling of the Christ Consciousness which has never left us and can never be apart from us.  The second coming is our recognition of this fact.

From the Universal Laws where we can recognize the Divine Self-expression may we draw the power to expand our receptacles to receive understanding.  With the use of our innate powers may we behold and harmonize with these invariant principles.

May we become aware of our primary purpose, which is the continuing process of creation and self-unfoldment.  This is our part in Divine Self-expression.  From the individual manifestations of God in man let awareness of the Divine Self-expression and our purpose unfold.

Let our perception of duality fall away with the recognition that there is only one power in the universe.  Let us come to know that the power fear possesses to destroy our creation is only that which we give it.  Let the concentration of fear and degradation, which some men call evil, be exposed by the light of awareness as its lack of reality is revealed.

Let us become aware of the perfection of the universe, our school for evolution and unfoldment, and the abundance we can attract in our pure potentiality.  Let us be aware that the plan has been revealed by the Masters in the Universal Principles and that we are living this process.

The Process of Harmony

Know the Being that you are for what it is – part of the Divine Light – an expression of Universal Being.

Know that this Being and all that exist is part of the Absolute Unity of God.  There is but one power in the universe.

With this knowing one has proper perspective.  Knowing what and who one is and what one is part of, gives one true perspective of the whole.

When one knows these life-altering things due to proper perspective, one can know one’s pure potential.  It is the same creative power of the whole and you are a part of it.

To activate this power and fulfill one’s purpose as part of the creative process, it is a matter of allowing this knowing the force and power that comes with believing it.  Give power to the intellect from the heart.

The result of this process allows the Law of Attraction to deliver the abundance of all we need to fulfill our purpose for being here.  God cannot be limited and our access to abundance cannot be blocked by anything but our own thinking or lack of faith in what we know.

When we know the Absolute Unity of the whole we need only come to know our individual responsibility as part of the whole.  Every thought and every action is related not only to our creation and ourselves but also to every other Being.  Every action will have its reaction.  From the One has come the many.

Knowing our relation to the whole and our responsibility to the whole we come to recognize cause and effect.  We see not chaos and tragedy but order and perfect justice – God has not, does not, and will not, create imperfection.  When we see physical, mental or spiritual imperfection in others or ourselves – know that we have created it for a purpose and that it is only a stage in our evolution and unfoldment.

Know that all we create is part of an evolutionary process.  It is a process of unfoldment.  This IS the creative process.

Know that what we create through this process is directly related to what we put into it – that one must give to receive.  Know that this is our purpose for being here – to participate in the creative process.  Regardless of what form it takes our primary purpose – our righteous Self-interest is served by facilitating this process.

Know that you’re giving, whether in the act of sharing money, time or knowledge, is true giving, and that each such gift is a package of love.  God is love and all that is given to us is an expression of love.  Love is all that we were given and that we continue to receive.  Equally so, it is all that we can give.

Institute of Applied Metaphysics
www.IAM-COR.org
Email: renford@iam-cor.org
Tel: 901-487-9365  901-358-2226

With The ULS Workbook and the texts, students have all that is needed to complete the first level by Email.  This program of study may also be taken by correspondence.  I-Conference Classes and discussion group meetings are posted on the Online Spiritual Community Lobby.
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